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After ‘Evita’, Peron to face dirt- 


Juan Peron: did be leave a 
daughter as well as a fortune? 


Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

Madonna’s latest starring role means 
that the Internationa] spotlight is once 
more focused on Evita Peron. Now 
Evita’s husband, Argentina’s populist 
leader General Juan Peron, is also 
being disinterred. 

His remains are to be exhumed, 
probably this week, to test the claim 
of Martha Holgado, a 62-year-old 
Argentinian with a remarkable 
resemblance to the late general who 
insists he was her father. Though 


many Argentinians believe his third 
wife's claim that he was impotent, a 
court in Buenos Aires has ruled that 
Ms Holgado might have a point and 
that a DNA test is in order. 

“This is war. They're trying to keep 
me from my birthright," Ms Holgado 
said at court hearing after the general's 
last wife, Isabel Peron, tried in vain to 
block the exhumation. “But the DNA 
tests will shew whether 1 am telling the 
truth. - 

She says her mother and Peron were 
lovers in 1932, more than a decade be- 
fore he became enamoured with Eva 


Duarte, alias Evita. Why did it take her 
so long to come forward? Because her 
mother, who died only recently, 
pledged her to secrecy, of course. Noth- 
ing to do with the Madonna film. 

If Ms Holgado is proved right, her 
lawyer says only that she will claim her 
“birthright". For that, read hundreds 
of millions of Swiss francs said to be 
lying unclaimed in Zurich bank vaults, 
including expressions of gratitude 
from Nazis whom Peron allowed into 
Argentina after the war. 

It is not (he first time that Peron bod- 
ies have been disturbed. After General 


Peron's death in 1974, the militaiy 
regime removed his coffin from the 
presidential burial site and reburied it 
in another Buenos Aires cemeteiy. 

In 1987, a gang of "body-nappers” 
cut through the bullet-proof glass of his 
crypt and used an electric ch ainsa w to 
remove his hands. Some said it was pol- 
itics, others said it was an attempt to 
use his fingerprints to gain access to that 
secret numbered Swiss account. 

A gang calling itself “Hermes and 
the Thirteen” asked for $Sm (lira) to 
return the hands. According to police 
records, no money changed hands. 



And no hands ever showed U p. 

Even Evita's body has heen a mov- 
able object. After Juan Peron had her 
embalmed in 1951 soldiers smuggled 
her beautified corpse to Europe. There 
somebody cut off her ear as a keepsake’ 
Somebody else took a finger. 

It is claimed that admirers made 
copies of the embalmed hodv. appar- 
ently by using dead look-alikes. Even- 
tually, Juan Peron brought her back to 
Buenos Aires, where she lies to thisdav 
in the Recoleta cemetery. Or at leas't 
some blonde with a pearl necklace, 
missing an ear and a finger, doe-.. 


Jostling 
Tories 
shift on 
Europe 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The barely-veiled race to suc- 
ceed John Major as Tory leader 
if .he loses the election was 
thrown wide open yesterday 
•when Stephen Dorrell, Lhe 
: Health Secretary, broke Cabi- 
net ranks to call for a renego- 
tiation of Britain's relationship 
with Europe. 

By making his call, Mr Dor- 
rell. a former “wet” on the left 
of the patty, put down a clear 
marker for the leadership con- 
test, which would occur in the 
autumn if the Tories lose. But 
be has also made it likelier that 
; hey will fight that election on 
un anti-Brussels manifesto. 

“The Cabinet has given up on 
the general election and ore now 
fighting the leadership elec- 
tion.” said Mcnzies Campbell, 
the Liberal Democrat 
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Stephen Dorrell: broke 
Cabinet ranks on Europe 

spokesman- John Prescott. 
Labour's deputy leader, derid- 
ed it as a "crude effort to out- 
flank Michael Howard in the 
fighlfor the Toxy leaderehjp . 

Bui some Tones thought the 
Prime Minister himself was in- 
volved. The Health Secrete^ 
intervention was seen by John 
Redwood- another contender 
for the leadership, as an attempt 
be Mr Major to corner Kenneth 
S2Se .be Chancellor, into 

a change of policy- 
Thi Chancellor, who was 
a Cabinet meeting 
£fo£ Christmas, is now look- 
. !or \ id I a ted than ever m 
? gra0r -« ^ o?a more Euro- 

Zg'SS* * 

ele S;. ha U scums* yesterday 

said' ground half .h ™ 


want a change of policy, and the 
rest are wailing for a lead from 
Mr Major. Mr Dorrell dis- 
cussed his strategy with Mr 
Major and had the Prime Min- 
ister's tacit hacking. 

‘All these things are cleared 
within Government before they 
are made. The key thing [Mr 
Dorrell is saying] is a shift in our 
position would help us to win 
the election. I think that is 
right,” said Mr Redwood. 

Mr Clarke has been resist- 
ed pressure for a c hang e of pol- 
icy on the “wail and see" 
approach to the single Euro- 
pean currency. A commitment 
to use the Inter-Governmental 
Conference to return the EU to 
a free-trade common market 
would reunite the Euro-sceptic 
lory MPs. 

Mr Major, in his New Year 
address, made it dear he intends 
to use the 1GC as a general elec- 
tion campaign issue, and there 
will be pressure on Mr Oarke 
to allow ft to be drafted into the 
Tory election manifesto. It could 
mean bringing together its pro- 
posals to the IGC for the piece- 
meal renegotiation of EL* 
institutions in a comprehensive 
demand for change. That would 
imply ruling out a single cur- 
rency for the foreseeable future. 

“1 am putting a marker down 
to ensure that the Conservatives 
win this general election be- 
cause the general election, as 
much as anything else, is about 
the kind of attitude that the 
British Government takes in the 
second half of this year in dis- 
cussions within Europe about 
the future shape of Europe," Mr 
Dorrell said. 

Mr Dorrell - once a staunch 
pro-European - refused to be 
drawn on whether renegotiation 
would lead to Britain eventually 
pulling out of Europe, if it 
failed to win acceptance from 
lhe other member states. 

Not surprisingly, it alarmed 
pro-European MPs. Sir Ray 
Whitney, knighted in the New 
Year's Honours list, said it was 
“ dange rously near withdrawal". 
Quentin Davies said: “There’s 
no question of turning the Eu- 
ropean Union back into some 
kind of fr^ trade area and any 
idea of that kind is quite unre- 
alistic and indeed would be id- 
iotic." , 

Guide to leadership race, 
P*ge6 






Blade runners: Fen-slLters in Cambridgeshire practising for the annual Welney Championships to be held tomorrow Big chill continues, page 2 
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Detective attacks 
the spin-policemen 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


One of the country's most 
senior detectives, who is quit- 
ting his job to join the private 
sector, yesterday made a blis- 
tering attack on modem polic- 
ing, accusing it of being more 
interested in public relations 
and making people “feel good” 
than in catching criminals. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Charles HOI, 49. the former 
head of Scotland Yard’s Arts 
and Antiques squad, told The 
Independent, “Conviction polic- 
ing is taking a back seat to pub- 
lic image policing. 

“Catching people and pro- 
viding evidence for prosecutions 
is how to deal with crime rather 
than telling people what a won- 
derful job we are doing." 

His comment marked a rare 
public outburst by a senior 
detective, 

Mr HID, who joined the Met- 
ropolitan Police 20 years ago. 
has been involved in the inves- 
tigation of some of the most 
spectacular cases of art theft. 


including the recovery of 
Munch’s Scream, stolen from 
the National GalJeiy in Oslo. 

Now the head of the CID in 
Belgravia, Mr Hill joins Nord- 
stem, a specialist art and an- 
tiques insurance company on 
Monday as a “risk manager” 
responsible for intelligence. 

He said part of the reason he 
was leaving the police was 
because “the private sector has 
more to offer now as far as 
crime detection and prevention. 

Tm a detective and want to 
focus on dealing with criminals 
and crime, not on being a po- 
lice bureaucrat. 

“There’s been a sea change 
since 1 joined the police. It used 
to be till about catching crimi- 
nals, bent lawyers and corrupt 
policemen. 

“But know Sir Paul Con- 
don's [the Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan] agenda is 
different to that. The London 
beat is now more about the feel- 
good factor. 

“Conviction policy is taking 
a back seat to public-image 
policing. 


“I remain convinced that 
getting criminals successfully 
prosecuted is what the police 
should be doing.” 

He blamed the rise in crime 
largely on the “nature of soci- 
ety unravelling" and because a 
growing number of offenders 
believe that they can get away 
with it. He admitted that an 
increase in salary, which he de- 
clined to disclose, was also an 
incentive. 

Mr Hill's public comments 
will infuriate the modernisers in 
the police service who believe 
that his views are outdated. 
However, they do appear to 
enjoy the support of a signifi- 
cant number of officers. 

Chief Supt Brian Mackenzie, 
president of the Superinten- 
dents Association, said yester- 
day: “It’s important to get a 
balance - perhaps we should go 
back to being more of a law en- 
forcer - we are not the proba- 
tion service or the soda] service, 
we are the police force." 

But he added: “It is impor- 
tant that we police with the con- 
sent of the public.” 
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openly with great publicen- 
thufriasm for Britain s contn- 
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Mr Patten's harshest words 
were reserved for those who 
were- once bastions of the colo- 
nial regime and are now cheer- 
leaders for the new order. 

“I wonder what value system 
they’re most attached to. You 
very often hear them say you've 
got to be realistic, people in 
Hong Kong are very realistic. 
Wbai they actually mean by that 
has nothing to do with the peo- 


pie of Hong Kong but every- 
thing to do with themselves. It 
doesn't seem to be so much to 
do with realism as a lack of com- 
mitment, sustained commit- 
ment, to Lhe values which have 
shaped this community.” 

He dismissed the idea that he 
himself might drop back into a 
prominent role in British poli- 
tics when he returns to the 
UK. “I find the suggestions. 


sometimes made, that you can 
drop in and out of Westminster 
politics as though the House of 
Commons was the RAC Club, 
both politically naive and ex- 
tremely presumptuous. I don't 
know whether I want to set my 
hat at trying to resume a career 
in party politics and even if I do, 
I recognise all the problems." 

Last btn^ pages 10-U 
Leading article, page 17 
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‘Mass murder 1 plan 

The IRA planned to cany out 
the “mass murder" of police and 
soldiers with a new year’s eve 
bomb attack. Page 2 

Drink-drive fear 

An IS per cent rise in positive 
breath tests shows that a grow- 
ing number of motorists are ig- 
noring the Christmas campaign 
against drink-driving. Page 3 

Indurain retires 

Miguel Indurain, lhe only man 
to win the Tour de France five 
years in a row, announced his 
retirement yesterday. Page 28 

Hedge victory 

The man said to be Britain's 
most successful amateur lawyer 
notched up his latest victory yes- 
terday, saving a 230-year-old 
hedgerow. Page 4 
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news 


Visitors to the 1997 London international Boat Show art Earls Court yesterday took off their shoes before boarding vessels. The show officially opens today Photograph: Tom Pilston 


IRA planned mass 


murder, say RUC 


David McKittrick 

Ireland correspondent 


The IRA planned to carry out 
the “mass murder” of police and 
soldiers with a New Year’s Eve 
bomb attack, in north Belfast, 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
said yesterday. 

Police yesterday put on show 
a 1,0001b device found in a van 


which had been left In the ex- 
tensive grounds of a local 
hostelry, Lhe Belfast Castle. It 
had been placed inside two 
“wheelie-bins.“ 

They said the intention was 
almost certainly to lure the se- 
curity forces into the grounds 
and then detonate the device. 
A bomb of such size, if set off 
close to a patrol, could have 
been expected to wreck even an 
armoured vehicle, killing or se- 
riously injuring those inside. 

The plan failed, however, 
when a member of the public 


became suspicious of the vehi- 
cle and reported h to the police. 
The device was defused in a 
three-day militaiy operation. 

The incident is the latest in 
a series of IRA operations over 
recent months which have 
demonstrated that the organi- 
sation is intent on killing mem- 
bers of the security forces. A 
soldier was killed at army head- 
quarters in Lisburn, Co Antrim 
in early October, but most of the 
other attacks have, in IRA 
terms, been failures. 

RUC chief superintendent 
William Davidson said the de- 
vice had the potential to cause 
massive casualties, adding: 
“There were a number of func- 
tions at the castle. This is a 
densely populated area and 
also an area where large num- 
bers of teenagers frequent, es- 
pecially at a time like New 
Years Eve. 

“The potential for dreadful 


death and injury with this device 
doesn't bear thinking about. 
Anyone would be extremely 
foolish not to be concerned 
about the prospects for the 
coming weeks.” 

As well as being braced for 
further IRA attacks, the secu- 
rity forces are also worried 
about an escalation of loyalist 
violence. Loyalists have already 
planted two booby-trap car- 
bombs in recent weeks, and the 
continuing IRA campaign is 
generally thought to increase 
the chances of further loyalist 
incidents. 

Billy Hutchinson of die Pro- 
gressive Unionist Party, which 
has links to the paramilitary Ul- 
ster Volunteer Force, said he re- 
garded the loyalist ceasefire to 
be officially holding, but warned 
that tensions were growing. 

He said: “This find proves this 
is all-out war back again in 
Northern Ireland, with the 


Proves moving to take life. 1 
don't think that loyalists can 
hold much longer, 

“I would be concerned that 
if the Provos don't draw back 
from trying to take life then the 
loyalists wul go back completely 
and there will be no stopping 
them, l think it's slipping back 
by the hour. It's very serious. 1 * 

The series of both republican 
and loyalist attacks have in- 
creased a general sense of fore- 
boding in Belfast and 
elsewhere. So far as anyone 
knows there is no communica- 
tion between republicans and 
the British government, with the 
assumption widespread that all 
sides are doing little more than 
marking time before the genera] 
election. 

In the meantime, however, 
the IRA appears intent on 
using violence to keep the Irish 
issue high on the British polit- 
ical agenda. 


Cold snap set 
to last through 
the weekend 


Michael Streeter 


Britain looks set for colder 
temperatures today with the Big 
Chill lasting at least until Sun- 
day as the row over cold weath- 
er payments hotted up. 

Forecasters predicted that 
stronger winds from the North- 
east would cause parts of the 
country to feel even colder to- 
day, with snow flurries in Kent 
and the east coast causing more 
problems for motorists. 

Meanwhile Harriet Harman, 
Labour spokesman for Social 


Security, said it was a “scandal' 1 
that millions of people were so 


Long history of mainland attacks 


John Crossland 





Michael Collins: IRA legend 


Attempts by the IRA to bomb 
themselves into peace talks - 
and for bombers to blow them- 
selves up rather than the targe l 
- are nothing new, formerly se- 
cret Metropolitan Police papers 
released yesterday at the Pub- 
lic Record Office reveal. 

In the summer of 1921. just 
as Michael Collins was planning 
his campaign to wrest inde- 
pendence from Britain, his ac- 
tive service units, whether 
officially sanctioned or free- 
lance, were using more direct 
tactics to concentrate Prime 
Minister Lloyd-George's mind 
on the coming talks. 

Thev torched lhe home of a 


Royal Irish Constabulary po- 
liceman in Tooting, south Lon- 
don. cut telephone wires along 
the rail Ones to the West of Eng- 
land, shot and wounded a rail- 
way signalman and burnt his 
box, and set up a bomb facto- 
ry with fatal consequences. 

On :S July 1921. a 21-year- 
old Irishman Michael Mcln- 
cmy, one of Collins’s agents 
ordered, as today over to the 
mainland to apply pressure for 
a forthcoming political cam- 
paign. blew himself up at a 
garage in Greenwich, south- 
east London, which he bad 
rented as a bomb-making fac- 
tory. He died in hospital from 
his burns. 

An Irishman giving the alias 


of James Edwards had rented 
the garage for 10 shillings a 
week paid in advance. Mcln- 
emy. who posed as a mechan- 
ic. was one of his team. 

In the debris of the garage, 
firemen found incendiary 
bombs, two revolvers, part of a 
Lewis gun and many rounds of 
ammunition. More important- 
ly, in a burnt walleL, they found 
a complete formula for con- 
structing incendiary bombs. 
The notes record: “When black 
powder is confined there is al- 
ways a danger of explosion and 
if the box [drawn with a wick 
protruding from the topj is 
merely held in place by lacks 
there would be a tendency for 
the whole outfit to blow up." 


that millions of people were so 
poor they had to choose be- 
tween heating and food. She 
called for improved pensions 
and for VAT on fuel to be cut 
from S per ceat to no more than 
5 per cent. 

“We shouldn't have so many 
people who have worked hard 
all their lives, either out at 
work or bringing up their chil- 
dren, who then find they retire 
into poverty." 

David Winnick, who led a 
delegation of Labour MFs to 
Downing Street calling for 
change to the way cold-weath- 
er payments are made, said 
their case had been strength- 
ened by the events of the past 
week. 

"It shows the farcical nature 
of the system that exists that it 
has taken over a week of very, 
very cold weather before at 
long lost payments are being 
made," said Mr Winnick, MP 
for Walsall North. Labour MP 
Ann Clywd also called for the 
wind chill factor to be taken into 
account when measuring how 
cold it really is. 

Andrew Mitchell, junior So- 


cial Security minister, said he 
was satisfied with the way cold 
weather payments system op- 
erated. 

“We have announced that the 
scheme is triggered today across 
large parts of the country. A fur- 
ther £8m will be being paid." 

Some £19m had been paid 
out since Christmas, he added. 
Mr Mitchell said the Govern- 
ment was considering tatting the 
wind chill factor into account, 
but warned it would not be easy. 

Despite the end of the holi- 
days, motoring organisations 
reported quiet roads as many 
people stayed at home rather 
than risk trying to get to work. 

A spokesman for the Auto- 
mobile Association said: "Traf- 
fic is very, very light and we 
certainly didn’t see anything like 
a rush hour." 

However, for those who did 
venture out there were prob- 
lems getting cars started. The 
RAC said it was rcciving up to 
3,000 emergency calls an hour 
yesterday. 

The coldest place in Britain 
on Wednesday night was RAF 
Benson in Oxfordshire, where 
a temperature of minus 1 2C was 
recorded. 

The warmest place was in the , 
Western Isles of Scotland which i 
enjoyed a balmy 7C overnight, 
on a par with Nice. 

The London Weather Centre 
said: "‘W: are not expecting a big 
thaw in the next few days and 
if anything things are going to 
get colder with snow working its 
way to the south coast by 
tonight," a spokeswoman said. 

The cold snap claimed an- 
other two lives yesterday bring- 
ing the death toll to at least 10 
since last weekend. 


New year, new value from Dell. The Dell Dimension" XPS 


PI 33s ts rhe perfect solution to your business. And your 


budget. With its high performance graphics and sound. 
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Drug blamed 
for teenager’s 
death at party 


End of the 
world is 
not nigh 


A 16-year-old boy collapsed 
and died after taking a drug - 
at a New Year party, police 
said yesterday. Robert 
Hitchens, from Upminster, 
Essex, is believed to have 
taken ecstasy before 
collapsing at the David Lloyd 
Sports Centre, Heston, west 
London. 

He was taken to Ealing 
Hospital after police were 
called to the centre at 736am 
on New Year’s Day. He died 
that afternoon. A post- 
mortem examination is due 
to take place today. 

The teenager's death is the 
third in recent days thought 
to have been connected with 
drugs. In Cardiff, a Muslim 
teenager who is thought to 
have taken an Ecstasy tablet, 
collapsed and died during a 
huge rave party. And Nicola 
Edwards, 24, from 
Middlesbrough, died after 
being detained by police in 
Strathclyde. 


Lottery cash 
‘misspent 


Three quarters of people 
think the National Lottery 
pays out too much money to 
a few big causes, according to 
research published by the 
Consumers’ Association 
yesterday. Many people also 
believe lottery cash should be 
distributed equally 
throughout the country, said 
the survey of 2,000 adults. 

Which? senior editor 
Andrew McDwraith said: 
“The LoLteiy is undoubtedly 
a very successful way of 
raising money foi good 
causes. But a dear national 
strategy is needed to ensure 
the cash raised is distributed 
evenly and fairly." 


Jehovah's Witnesses may 
breathe a sigh of relief this 
week. For the end of the 
world failed to take place for 
the second time in 20 years. 

A growing number of 
Christian academics believe 
that Christ was born in 4BC 
making 1996, 2,000 years 
after his birth, the real 
millennial milestone. But 
those who agree with 
Archbishop James Ussher, a 
17th century archbishop, who 
believed the world would 
endure for only 6,000 years, 
would probably have spent 
this Christmas cashing in 
their life insurance policies. 

"Archbishop Usher used 
the Anno MunJi calendar, 
which was a popular way to 
mark time. According to this, 
Christ's birth was widely 
considered to have taken 
place in year 4,000 of the 
world, which meant that it 
would have ended on 
Wednesday [1 January] at the 
latest," said Marina 
Benjamin, whose book on the 
social significance of 
millennia and other endings 
is published later this year. 
Jojo Mayes 

L e ading article. Rage 17 


Serial rapist 
fears grow 


Mixed-race 

heartache 


Mixed-race couples are 
regular victims of racial 
abuse and most often suffer 
taunts from blacks, it is 
claimed today. An estimated 
that 40 per cent of black men 
and 20 per cent of black 
women have a white partner. 

According to Company 
magazine, which published 
the claims, black men who go 
out with white women come 
in for the most flak, because 
it is feared they then turn 
their back on black culture. 

Interviews with 10 couples 
revealed they had routinely 
suffered racist jibes and were 
often forced to hide their 
relationship when out in 
public together. 


A suspected serial rapist may 
have struck again in the spa 
town of Bath, after a 23-year- 
old woman was dragged into 
an alley and indecently 
assaulted. The attack follows 
a major police investigation 
into a series of sex assaults in 
Bath and the nearby dty of 
Bristol since 1991. 

So far they have identified 
connections between six 
known incidents - three rapes 
and two attempted attacks in 
Bath and one rape in BristoL 
It is understood that six 
further possible cases have 
been found, although police 
have not disclosed details. 

A team of detectives is 
also examining the suspected 
abduction of a 26-year-old 
woman from a Bath night 
club last year and the 
murders of two women from 
outside clubs in Bristol and 
Plymouth. Jason Bemtato 


No more 
tickets to ride 


Grass that’s 
always greener 


Scientists at the Institute of 
Grassland and 
Environmental Research in 
Wiles have developed an 
“evergreen” grass that 
refuses to fade in dry 
conditions, making it easier 
to maintain golf courses, 
parks and football pitches. 


All 28,000 Metropolitan 
Police officers have had free 
travel passes withdrawn after 
the discovery that some were 
being fraudulently used by 
their relatives and friends. 
The abuse of the London 
Underground passes, which 
allows free use of tube trains, 
was discovered by ticket 
inspectors. 

A small number of officers 
were found to have lent their 
passes to civilians and 
continued to use their 
warrant card, which also gives 
free travel. 

A London Underground 
spokesman said evidence had 
been uncovered to suggest 
that "significant fraud" was 
taking place. Jason Bennefto 
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Contemporary art is high fashion for first time since sixties as world focus turns to Britain 



Super-cool: David Hockney, David Bowie, Howard Hodgkin and Damien Hirst, and works, all exhibitors at the London Contemporary Art Fair, which reflects a new excitement in art Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Art is sexy and hip for the first 
Lime since Lhe Sixties. London 
has ousted New York and Paris 
as the epicentre of the con- 
temporary art world. 

Such assertions have been 
made before, but this time they 
seem to be borne out by the 
facts. The London Con tempo- 
rary Art Fair, ART 97. which 
opens on the 15th of this month, 
is set to become one of the 
glamour events of the social cal- 
endar as well as an economic 
barometer for the art market 

The art world’s style leaders, 
such as Damien Hirst, the 
Turner Prize winner Douglas 
Gordon and his fellow short- 
listed artist Gary Hume, will 
have works on show, priced at 
up to £100,000. 

But the art fair will also be 
studied for the' rising Stars. 


London at the heart of art 


including Adam Chodzko. the 
mixed-media artist who uses 
photographs sometimes sent 
to him by members of the pub- 
lic and Liz Arnold, the surrealist 
who has exhibited at The 
Saatchi Gallery’s Young British 
Artists shows, as well as names 
such as Liam Gillick, the in- 
staUationist, the photographers 
Susan Derges and Gary Fabian 
Miller ana the painters Maria 
Chevska and Mark Francis. 

\ A Francis monoprint, worth 
about £400 a year ago, is likely 
to fetch up to £1,200 at the art 
fair, one indication of the rising 
stock of British artists. 

Lucy Sicks, director of ART 


97, says: “The scene is a par- 
ticularly exciting one. The 
whole British art phenomenon 
has been artist-led. starting fa- 
mously with Damien FGrsL And 
now there are young dynamic 
dealers coming up alongside the 
young dynamic artists. London 
galleries such as Robert Prime, 
Lottahammer and Laurent 
Delaye have sprung up to show 
the bright young things.” 

The glossy style magazine 
Harpers & Queen is hosting a 
charity gala evening at the fair, 
and its latest issue declares drat 
an. not comedy as often pre- 
dicted, is “the new rock *n’ roll". 

Supporting evidence is not 


hard to find. Hollywood is em- 
barking on a series of art relat- 
ed films with Merchant Ivory’s 
current Picasso biopic with An- 
thony Hopkins soon to be fol- 
lowed by Malcolm McDowell as 
Francis Bacon, Michelle Pfeif- 
fer as Georgia O'Keefe, with 
Modigliani and Jackson Pollock 
yet to be cast 

Rock stars are turning to 
painting, either doing it them- 
selves as in the case of David 
Bowie (who has joined the ed- 
itorial board of Modem Painters 
magazine), or commentating 
upon it, in the case of Jarvis 
Cocker and the recent television 
coverage of the Turner Prize. 


And when the Princess of 
Wales dropped most of the so- 
cieties of which she was patron, 
she was careful to hang on to 
London's cutting-edge Serpen- 
tine Gallery. 

The amorphous group in- 
formally led by Damien Him 
and known as Young British 
Artists may not all be as de- 
signer chic as their leader, and 
their style is far from homoge- 
neous. ranging from Hirst’s 
udderless bovine cross-sections 
to Rachel Whiteread's cast of 
a House to Douglas Gordon's 
video of Hitchcock's Psycho 
slowed down to last 24 hours. 
But as a group they have 


attracted considerable atten- 
tion in international art shows. 

Dealers such as Jay Jopling, 
who represents Hirst, are said 
to run their stables of artists in 
the same high-profile way as the 
Sixties pop impresario Andrew 
Loog Oldham once managed 
the Rolling Slones. Exhibitors 
such as Jibby Beane no longer 
just use a traditional art gallery 
but lease out a Smithfield ware- 
house with live-performance 
art models on show among the 
artworks, reminiscent of a Six- 
ties happening 

And the Young British 
Artists have grabbed the mood 
of the moment, just as their 


forbears such as David Hock- 
ney grabbed the mood of the 
Sixties. According to the art crit- 
ic Martin Gayford. who site on 
the editorial board of Modem 
Painters with David Bowie. 
“New York and Germany have 
been quiescent since the cata- 
strophic collapse of the Eight- 
ies art bubble. Right now. for 
the first time in history, London 
is the place. The Young British 
Artists are ironic, super-cool, 
disengaged, and disenchanted, 
while simultaneously being 
fizzy, peppy and energetic ... 
Where the Pop artists of the 
Sixties lauded the whizzo 
excitement of the world of mass 


production, the \T3As’ focus is 
on the dinginess of everyday life. 
Gayford suggests the catch-all 
label “dingiuess with attitude". 

For the" ninth London Con- 
temporary Art Fair, which runs 
for five days at the Business De- 
sign Centre in Islington, altitude 
is part of the attraction, glam- 
our another factor, but sales, 
higher prices and the continu- 
ing international kudos of 
young British talent the sine qua 
non. The organisers are confi- 
dent of a record year, generat- 
ing sales in excess of £2m. with 
80 galleries taking part. There 
is a "discovery zone" for new tal- 
ent-spotting, represented by 
some of the new breed of 
Britain's artist-ied spaces in- 
cluding The Thnneiy, Catalyst 
Arts. Hales Gallery and Cairn 
Gallery — converted factories 
and railway buildings selling new 
artists who have not yet gradu- 
ated to London's Cork Street. 


Rise in breath-test failures 
brings call for lower limit 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


ing number of motorists 

to be ignoring the 
las campaign against 
riving. Police revealed 
ay that there had been 
xnt rise in the number 
ive breath-tests. 

i that 5,209 drivers in 
d and Wales were ar- 

compared with last 
igure of 4330, brought 
d calls for a new lower 
asT limit and tougher po- 
wers to stop motorists, 
res released by the As- 
□ of Chief Police Officers 
ere were 974 alcohol-re- 
accidents during the 
of the Christmas cam- 
m increase of 4 percent 
it year’s figure of 939. 

Manning, secretary of 
traffic committee and an 

ii commissioner of the 
olitan Police, said* “Both 
show there is no room for 

cency and there are still 

prepared to risk the 
others and themselves by 

rresponsibly." 

banning added that he 
d the increase was pan- 
to the police’s new pel- 
vathatysmg eveiy driver 
d in an accident. Some 
! crease may also be due 
» in the number of mo- 



One for the road: The scarred face of the woman who featured 
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torists tested, but police were 


unable to supply 

umber out 


t pOUtt 

y a figure for the 
total number of tests performed. 

Mr Manning dismissed sug- 
gestions that the Department of 
Transport's £l-2m television 
campaign had -been a failure. 


The advertisements featured a 
young woman severely scarred 
from a road accident caused by 
her drunken boyfriend Cam- 
paigners point out that many of 
the hard-core drink-drivers are 
middle-aged men who are less 


likely to be affected by the ad- 
vertisement. 

Among the police forces with 
the biggest increases were 
Gwent where 117 motorists 
failed breath tests, compared 
with 56 last year, but officers 
tested Dearly double Lhe num- 
ber of drivers. The number of 
drivers testing positive in 
Northumbria rose to 181. from 
112. Almost one in four of the 
672 motorists tested failed. 

There was a 20 rise in SouLh 
Wales, a 35 per cent increase in 
West Mercia and 15 per cent in 
Lancashire. In Greater Man- 
chester, there were 361 arrests 
following positive tests over 
Christmas and New Year, a 
rise of more than 7 per cent. 

The Metropolitan Police 
recorded 895 positive tests com- 
pared with 850 last year. The 
number of alcohol-related ac- 
cidents also rose by nine to 144. 

In Merseyside, however, 
there was a 28 per cent drop in 
positive tests despite an almost 
threefold increase in checks to 
11,160. Dorset and Glouces- 
tershire also reported a drop. 

Glenda Jackson, a shadow 
transport minister, said that a 
future Labour government 
would review the existing laws 
with a mind to lowering the le- 
gal limit from SOmg per 100ml 
of blood to 50mg - equivalent 
to about a pint of strong beer. 



over decade 


asspermatogemc airesL The in- 
cidence of complete roermato- 
genjc arrest rose from 8 per cent 
to 20 per cent, and ofpartal 
spermatogenic arrest from 31 
jier cent to 483 per cent 
The post-mortem study ot 
two groups, ooe compnsmg 
•>64 men who died in 1981 and 
The other of 264 men w ho died 
in 1991 showed that the weight 
of the men’s testicles had also 
diminished over the sj u< tyP<\ 
nod; seminiferous tubes were 
smaller, and there was in- 
cased fibrosis (thickening) of 
testicular tissue. The mean age 
of the groups was 53, and there 

in cause of deaih between the 
Joups. More than half 


died from diseases and a third 
died violently or fro in intoxi- 
cation (accidents or suicide). 

Writing in tomorrow's issue 
of Lhe British Medical Journal, 
Dr Jarkko Fajarinen from the 
Department of Forensic Med- 
icine at Helsinki University, 
and colleagues write: " ... the 
incidence of normal spermato- 

genesis has decreased signifi- 
cantly among middle-aged men, 
with a parallel increase in the 
rate of disorders of spermato- 
genesis ... between 1981 and 
199 1 . This finding suggests that 
the quality and dispatch of 
spermatogenesis are deterio- 
rating in middle-aged men and 
also confirms earlier presump- 

tions on deteriorating sperma- 


togenesis being the main cause 
of decreasing sperm counts." 

Another Scandinavian team 
first alerted the scientific com- 
munity In 1992 to declining 
sperm counts. Professor Niels 
Skakkebaek at Copenhagen 
University reviewed studies in- 
volving almost 15,000 men be- 
tween 1938 and 1992 and found 
the average sperm count had 
fallen from 1 13 million per mil- 

lilitre in 1940 to 66 million in 
1990. The definition of a “nor- 

mal” sperm count fell from 60 
million per millilitre to 20 m3- 

lion in the same period. Critics 

claimed fundamental flaws in 

the data but two studies in 

France and Belgium in 1994 
confirmed the findings. 


The Eurostar 
January Sale. 



1 Midweek Travel 

H (Tuesday -Thut 

sday,. 

I including Saturday au'ay) 

| Brussels was £59 

now £49 

1 Lille was £57 

now £49 

I Calais was £57 

now £39 

Midweek Day Trips 

f.Monday-Thnr: 

-day, 1 

bonking 14 days in 

advance) 1 

Paris was £69 

now £59 1 

Brussels was £59 

now £49 | 

Lille was £49 

now £39 | 

Calais was £49 

now £29 I 

Fares apply to tickets 

purchased 1 

FI December to to January ind, 1 

Travel must he taken by 

26th March. 1 

Subject to terms and availability. I 


0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel agent or railway station. 
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Victory for a man who won’t hedge his bets 
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Ruling will safeguard future of ancient hedgerows 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


The man with a credible claim 
to be Britain's most successful 
amateur lawyer notched up his 
latest courtroom victory yes- 
terday, saving a 230-year-old 
hedgerow from destruction. 

Now. both conservationists 
and the Government must con- 
sider the implications of Colin 
Seymour’s triumph —over his lo- 
cal parish council - for safe- 
guarding thousands of miles of 
hedgerow, dating back to ISth 
and 19th Century Enclosure 
Acts. 

Mr Seymour, a 63-year-old 
former teacher, who is partial- 
ly deaf and lives on invalidity 
benefit, has won SI legal battles, 
mostly involving preserving 
rights of way and righting en- 
vironmental wrongs. Big coun- 
cils and companies have found 
themselves forced to take re- 
medial actions costing them 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds. 

In yesterday's ruling. Judge 
Tom Cracknell. sitting at Hull 


County Court, said that under 
the 1765 Act, which created the 
50 yards of hedge in question 
Flamborough Parish Council, 
was still required to maintain it. 
The council had wanted it de- 
stroyed to make room for a 
green for the village’s bowls 
club. 

The judge pointed out: “It is 
a singularly indistinguishable 
hedge... very badly maintained, 
unkempt and straggly.'’ But, he 
added: “The courts cannot and 
do not strike down statute 
merely because it is old and 
passed by a Parliament that was 
very far from being elected by 
universal suffrage.” 

Mr Seymour, who has lived 
in the coastal village for six 
years, said: ‘Tm delighted with 
the outcome of this case, but 
there are always new legal bat- 
tles to -fight and although this 
hedge is safe, others will have 
to be fought over. 

Conservationists believe that 
more than 4,000 other enclosure 
Acts cover a further 40,000 
miles of hedges. These statutes 
ended communal farming and 


transformed the English land- 
scape. 

But the judge warned: “It 
would be wrong to read too 
much into this case in terms of 
significance for roadside hedges 
generally... whether a provi- 
sion is binding has to be judged 
in each individual case.” 

Peter Bowler, chairman of 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Hust, 
which has supported the action, 
said: “It is a great day both for 
wildlife and countryside land- 
scape in the future because the 
judgement will give us a 
stronger aim to protect thou- 
sands of miles of hedgerow.” 

Some villagers axe unhappy 
that their neighbour has 
scotched the bowling plans. 
Trevor Pearson, a councillor, 
said: “The village would not 
have an entrance to its school, 
library or village hall if we had 
not removed other hedges.” 

And the judge commented: 
"He [Mr Seymour] may be a 
hero to some but, to others, I 
have no doubt that he is the vil- 
lain of the piece and a thorough 
nuisance.” 
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Branching out: Colin Seymour with the hedge he saved. Some villagers have been angered by his action 



Photograph: Tim Smith/Guzelian 
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Great notion: 
A professor 
of good ideas 


Keith Martin 


The world's first “professor” of 
good ideas has been appointed 
to head a new university de- 
partment of suggestion 
schemes. 

Geoff Lloyd, a former gas fit- 
ter, puts on his gown as a re- 
search fellow at the University 
of Wales on Monday. “The uni- 
versity wants a European cen- 
tre of excellence to promote the 
awareness of employee sug- 
gestion schemes.” said Mr 
LLoyd, 50. “The unit here is 
unique.” 

For once, Britain is ahead of 
America and Mr Lloyd has 
been asked to help the Uni- 
versity of Central Michigan lo 
set up a similar unit. 

The move is part of a revo- 
lution in suggestion schemes, of 
which the estimated 100.000- 
plus annually in Britain saw in- 
dustry around £500m. 

The days of the tin box 
marked “Suggestion Scheme'' 
hanging in the works canteen 
and never emptied are passing. 
Go-ahead companies now tap 
into employees' cost-cutting 
brainwaves in a big way. 

The new academic's former 
company, British Gas. has 
launched a scheme to save up 
to £300m in its pipeline and stor- 
age arm over the next two 
years, largely from employees' 
bright ideas. 

“There are stDI firms with the 
tin box kind of suggestion 
schemes." said Mr Lloyd, a 
former chairman of the United 
Kingdom Association of Sug- 
gestion Schemes. “I want To 
raise the profile of suggestion 
schemes and show how they can 
become an important part of 
problem-solving and a mecha- 
nism for change." 

As pari of Mr Llovds's PhD 
in suggestion schemes, he has 
sent out Britain's first national 
suggestion scheme survey, to 
25,000 people in 200 companies. 


asking why suggestions were 
submitted, or why they were not 

Mr Lloyd, who has written a 
book on the subject, said his unit 
would be asking what drove 
people to make suggestions. “Is 
it money, recognition by their 
peers or by their managers, or 
is it love of the company?" 

He will give lectures on the 
subject to students on MSc and 
Master of Business Adminis- 
tration courses. 


■ A Royal Navy commander picked 
up £25,000 for a fuel-saving idea 
- called the Harrier ski-jump - for 
Sea Harriers. Taking off vertically 
used vast quantities of fuel. The 
commander suggested the aircraft 
take off from an angled platform, 
which is much more fuel efficient 

■ An East London gas stores man 
suggested bar coding supplies to 
identify slow-moving items. The pay- 
off was £4.4m in the first year. 

■ Swan Vesta save thousands of 
pounds by applying a factory work- 
er’s brainwave to put sandpaper on 
only one side of each matchbox. 
■A labourer in Bristol called Andy 
Hitchman gave his name to the 
Hitchman’s swivel in 1993, an at- 
tachment that helps lay gas pipe 
underground. He won £11,000. 

■ Someone spotted a way of de- 
veloping the Post It note when an 
experiment involving glue went 
wrong. 

■A British Rail worker, tired of hav- 
ing to replace copper wire on over- 
head cable, suggested fitting a rayon 
sleeve over the wire. It is believed 
to have saved hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds. 


Mr Lloyd, who left British 
Gas after six years running sug- 
gestion schemes, has himself 
only ever made one suggestion 
- and he was fobbed off. “The 
experience turned me into a 
passionate advocate of how to 
treat people who submit sug- 
gestions." he said. 

And the first good idea after 
hanging up his mortar board be- 
hind the door? “I'll put the ket- 
ile on,'' he smiled. 


Winter alert: 
are you paying 
too much for 
vehicle rescue? 


Before, you renew’ your motoring 
organisation membership, find out 
how Green Flag compares. With 
6000 mechanics on call, fiercely 
competitive prices and four levels of 
cover to choose from. 


TO JOIN 
CALL FREE ON 


0800 00 1 3 53 


E3E2H3E1 

ones c pen Monday to Sunday 1 Oarr, to 6: 
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Breakdown repair and recovery 
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Ban on 
# man after 
Dunblane 
threat 
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A prisoner who has allegedly 
threatened to “do a Dunblane” 
after his release from jail was 
yesterday banned by the High 
Court from entering any coun- 
cil bondings or schools in a 
south-east London borou gh . 

The emergency injunction 
won by Greenwich council 
against 50-year-old David Jen- 
nings, which also forbids him to 
carry firearms or other offensive 
weapons or interfere with chil- 
dren, teachers and other staff, 
is. effective until a full hearing 
next Monday at which a per- 
manent court order will be 
sought. 

The council's solicitor, Helen 
Vautier, said after yesterday's 
private hearing that the in- 
junction “in no sense p re -judges 
the result of the full hearing". 
But if Mr Jennings broke any of 
its terms, he would be in con- 
tempt of court, she said. 

This means that Mr Jen- 
nings, due for release today, will 
be at risk of being sent back to 
jail if he breaches the order. 

Yesterday's emergency hear- 
ing became necessary after it 
was learned that Mr Jennings 
was to be set free four days ear- 
lier than expected. 

Last month, newspapers re- 
ported an allegation that Mr 
Jennings, a father of 10, had told 
a chaplain at Highpoint Prison, 
Suffolk, that he would carry out 
a “Dunblane massacre" be- 
cause he was outraged at 
Greenwich council's treatment 
of his children in care. 

The High Court delayed a de- 
cision on the council’s initial ap- 
plication for an injunction until 
next Monday, 24 hours before 
Mr Jennings, who lives in 
Eltham within the borough of 
Greenwich, was due to .be re- 
leased from his 30-month sen- 
tence for assaulL 

But following a review of the 
time he had spent in custody, it 
was announced on Tuesday that 


he would be released today. 

A council spokesman said: 
“The council and the police 
have worked closely together to 
take all necessary steps to review 
the safety of schools and coun- 
cil buildings in the borough. 

“Because of the new year hol- 
iday and the unexpected an- 
nouncement of the impending 
release, we are seeking the help 
of the media to ensure people in 
our community including teach- 
ers and parents are informed 
about what has happened.” 

Mr Jennings was moved from 
Highpoint Prison to Elmley jail 
on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent 
following his alleged threat and 
is due to be released after serv- 
ing about half of his sentence. 
He has previous convictions for 
assaulting council officers and 
possessing a firearm in public. 

Yesterday's injunction, grant- 
ed by Mr Justice Butterfield, 
bans Mr Jennings from enter- 
ing or attempting to enter any 
council building or school and 
from going within a certain 
distance of some of them; own- 
ing or carrying firearms or any 
other offensive weapon; and in- 
terfering with any children, 
teachers or other staff at the 
council's schools, or any coun- 
cil employee. 

Mr Jennings' solicitor, James 
Bancroft, said his client would 
strongly contest the court hear- 
ing. The terms of the injunction 
being sought were “very oner- 
ous and extremely severe, 
meaning be could not live an or- 
dinary life in an area where he 
has lived for 25 years”. 

Mr Bancroft added: “He ad- 
mits saying something similar to 
the jdleged comments, but there 
was 4 never any intention to 
make a serious threat It was just 
rubbish he spouted while un- 
burdening himself to the prison 
chaplain because the social ser- 
vices had felled to bring lus chil- 
dren to see him.” 





Sale stalk: A woman walks by a shop-window display of ‘white goods' in London, as the MMC is expected to ask for a curb on alleged ‘price-fixing’ 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Plug pulled on electrical goods ‘price-fixing’ 


Glenda Cooper 

As the annual frenzy of the Jan- 
uary sales continues. tough new 
measures to stop alleged price- 
fixing of electrical appliances 
such" as washing machines are 
expected to be recommended by 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission this spring. 

The MMC is expected to 
urge the Government to pro- 
hibit manufacturers from rec- 
ommending prices to retailers 
and is also considering whether 
to require them to sign a formal 
undertaking that they will not 
refuse to supply discount re- 
tailers or try to control prices. 
The Economist reports today. 

While manufacturers and re- 
tailers strenuously deny price- 
fixing, according to sources dose 
to the MMC, the commission 
chinks that the consumer has 
been getting a raw deal when it 
comes to buying “white goods” 
such as washing machines, 
fridges and dishwashers. 

The MMC has twice delayed 
the publication of its inquiry into 
allegations of price-fixing, but 
is finally expected to report 
back this April. 

The 1976 Resale Prices Act 
made price-fixing illegal and 
also prohibits suppliers from , 


Film maker keeps options 
open on Fred West rights 


Clare Gamer 

A film version of the life of 
Cromwell Street mass murder- 
er Fred West may still be made 
for television. The indepen- 
dent production company 
which has bought up the mem- 
oirs admitted yesterday that it 
had not ruled out exploiting the 
rights in future. 

"While there are no immedi- 
ate plans to develop a film 
based on West’s confession- 
tapes, memoirs and blue-movie 
videos, the Portman Entertain- 
ment Group has not ruled out 
the possibility of a television film 
or mini-series- 

In a statement, John Banks, 
chairman of Portman, said yes- 
terday that the rights were just 
one of many projects in the 


pipeline of the company which 
produced the television mini-se- 
ries ^4 Woman of Substance, was 
involved in financing the Hugh 
Grant film An Awfully Big 
icMure, and acquired the British 
rights to Home and An'ay. 

“A production company of 
ftoitxnan’s are will acquire a con- 
siderable number of rights to ma- 
terial or stories during the course 
of a year, only a tiny number of 
which result in completed pro- 
ductions,” said Mr Banks. 

“When and if the topic comes 
before the board otPortmaa for 
full consideration, the sensitiv- 
ity of the subject matter will, of 
course, be taken into account. 
It could only have been done in 
collaboration with a broad- 
caster -the BBC were originally 
interested - so the approach 


would have had to have been 
very sensitive.'’ 

The £12,000 film-rights deal 
was brokered by Peter Harris, 
the Official Solicitor whose task 
it is to maximise the finaorial re- 
rum on the West estate. But the 
deal has led to a review of the 
law governing the duties of the 
Official Solicitor by the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Mackay. 

Gary Streeter. Minister at the 
Lord Chancellor's Office, said 
the Official Solicitor had done 
nothing wrong in law, but the 
review had been announced 
because of public concern. He 
said that when he and the Lord 
Chancellor heard the news 
about the film rights being sold 
“we both felt this cannot be right 
... and therefore we need to ur- 
gently review the score”. 


That’s use of an extra 1,890 cash machines free of 
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withholding or threatening to 
withhold goods or from offer- 
ing less favourable terms to 
discount retailers. 

Two years ago the Con- 
sumers' Association surveyed 
high-street stores and found that 
many top-brand electrical goods 
were being priced identically 
across the country. When the as- 
sociation telephoned a range of 
stores, several said that they 
would lose their dealership if 


they offered a discount on the 
recommended retail price. A 
leading chain store in Slough 
said: “The prices you see in lie 
stores are seL by the manufac- 
turer". Another said: “It's dif- 
ficult to do discounts as 
manufacturers exert pressure on 
shops not to”. 

A recent survey for the BBC's 
Panorama programme found 
that identical video recorders 
were priced at £479.99 in 17 out 


of 22 stores, refrigerators at 
£249.99 in 16 out of 19 stores, 
and washing machines at £429.99 
aL ten out of eleven stores. 

In 1994 the combined market 
share of five retail chains selling 
domestic electrical appliances 
was 42 per cent. It is alleged that 
retailers who step out of line are 
punished by exclusion. Jim Mur- 
phy, the managing director of 
Price Costco, a warehouse mem- 
bership club which charges at 


least 20 per cent less than hiuh- 
street outlets. told The Econo- 
mist that excuses given by 
manufacturers for refusing io 
Lrade with him ranged from the 
environment being wrong to his 
staff not being trained in how the 
product works. “The current 
system does not encourage ... 
efficient distribution to the con- 
sumer," he said. 

Richard Hyman, of the retail 
analysts Verdict, said Lhat claims 


oi conspiracy between retailers 
and manufacturers should be 
treated with caution: -ft is not 
quiie us it seems. It is not meet- 
ing in smoke-filled rooms ... it 
isn't that overt." 

But he added that the argu- 
ment that customer service 
would not be good enough in 
warehouse outlets was not cor- 
rect: “If the consumer thinks it’s 
OK to buy from there then it 
should be!” 


NOW DAEWOO GIVE YOU EVEN 
MORE AS STANDARD: 
THREE YEARS FREE INSURANCE. 


Buy any new Daewoo and we'll give you three years comprehensive 
insurance. Free. What’s more, we’re the only car manufacturer to do this. 
Add this to the peace of mind of a 3 year comprehensive warranty, 3 years 






free servicing, including 
parts and labour and 
3 years Daewoo Total AA 
cover and you really don't 
have any motoring worries. 

Insurance is available to 
customers aged between 
1 8 and 80 who have a 
current full or provisional 
UK driving licence, it will 
cover the car's owner and 
another named driver. 

This applies to social, 
domestic, pleasure and 
business use by the policy 
holder and the other named driver. Over 3 years 
you can build up a 50% no claims bonus, 
without spending a penny. Even company 
fleet cars are covered. And if 3 years 
free insurance isn't enough, you also 
get the rest of Daewoo's package 
as standard. Just read the Daewoo 
Manifesto. The 3, 4 and 5 door 
Nexia and the Espero saloon 
range from just £9.445 to £13,735. 
All in, it makes for a smarter driver. 
For more information on Daewoo, 
or to find your nearest Daewoo 
showroom, call us free on 
0800 666 222. Or write to 
Daewoo Cars Ltd. 
FREEPOST, PO Box 401, 
Kent BR5 IBR. 
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Malcolm Rifkind 


John Redwood 


Michael Portillo 


Gillian Shephard 


Profile: aged 44, Secretary of State for 
Health. Dripping wet but drying out EasL 
Campaign strategy: meets backbenchers 
for quiet chat in his rooms; bidding for 
centre-right ground with former Clarke 
votes in the bag. Carefully timed briefing 
by “friends'" to Daily Telegraph, 
nonce board of the Euro sceptics. 

Form: coming up hard on the rails; stiU 


to prove himself with the sceptics. 
Odds -6:1 


Profile: Aged 55, Home Secretary — right- 
winger; impeccable Euro-sceptic, with 
long-term hostility to federal Europe. 
Campaign strategy: rubber chicken 
circuit in safe Tory seats; leading Cabinet 
Euro-rebel; the man to stand up to Ken 
Clarke. Cartful to avoid being seen as 
dislovaL 

Form: cunning runner, favourite for the 
bigrace. 

Odds 2:1 on. 


Profile: Aged 50, Foreign Secretary - 
Majorite centrist, trimming to the Euro- 
sceptic right 

Campaign strategy: uses FO as platform 
for world statesman image; made big im- 


pression with speech on new Atlantic al- 
liance with America. 


liance with America. 

Form: dark horse, coming strong but 
could fall at first fence - his majority in 
Edinburgh Pemlands a vulnerable 4,290. 
Odds 10:1 


Profile; Aged 45 - Thatcherite Euro-scep- 
tic with a penchant for populism - done all 
the running since resigning from Cabinet. 
Campaign strategy: has met every back- 
bench Tory MP from the 1992 intake in as- 
siduous campaign to dispel ' r Vulcan " ■ 
image. Lost against Major but showed 
metaL 

Form: a stayer, who could still come 
through. Second favourite. 

Odds -4:1 


i Profile: Aged 43, Secretary of State for 
Defence - hard- right Thatcherite torch 
bearer. 

Campaign strategy: keeping head down 
since “gaffe” about SAS at party confer- 
ence. Assiduously courts loyal friends on 
Euro-sceptic right. 

Form: few outings make it difficult to 
judge, but has still has eye on main prize. 
Younger than the rest of the field. 

Odds -4:1 


Profile: Aged 56, Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation and Employment - a Majorette 
reads' to show the men a thing or two. 
Campaign strategy: the Joan of Arc of the 
Cabinet, fighting Ken Clarke for more 
money for schools; Major over his de- 
mands for more grammar schools . 

Form: doughty fighter with no realistic 
chance of winning. But they stud that 
about Thatcher. 

Odds - 100:1. 


Dorrell first out of stalls in leadership race 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Stephen Dorreli yesterday stoic 
a march on the rest of the field 
for the Tory leadership contest 
- Michael Howard, Malcolm 
Rifkind Michael Portillo, 
Gillian Shephard and John 
Redwood - by allowing 
“friends” to claim that he want- 
ed to see a fundamental shift in 
the Tory position on Europe. 

Only a week before, it was re- 


ported that Mr Howard had 
been planning to use an early 
opportunity to call for renego- 
tiation of Britain s position in 
Europe. By going public first, 
Mr Dorrell succeeded in out- 
flanking the Home Secretary. 

Any doubt that a leadership 
contest is already under way 
should be dispelled by Mr 
Howard’s diary for 1996 - he 
spoke at more constituency as- 
sociation lunches and dinners 
than any other Cabinet minis- 


ter in the past three months. 
Central Office said his work rate 


with the constituencies had al- 
most doubled Some Tory MPs 
are already informally working 
for his election as leader. 

Mr Howard was responsible 
for bringing to a head the in- 
ternal tensions in the Cabinet on 
Europe at two highly charged 
Cabinet meetings last month. 
The Home Secretary ambushed 
Kenneth Clarke at a Cabinet 
meeting on 5 December with a 


demand that the Chancellor 
should produce a paper on the 
convergence criteria for the sin- 
gle European currency. 

There were briefings by 
“friends" of Mr Howard, which 
clearly showed that he w3S the 
man to stand up to Mr Clarke. 
However, Mr Clarke then 
pulled a trick on the Cabinet. 
Ministers had been expecting a 
paper in the new year but tbe 
Chancellor delivered it at a 
meeting on 19 December. 


His paper was tom to shreds 
by his colleagues and the Chan- 
cellor was ordered to return 
with a fresh paper in the new 
year. The significant factor was 
the number of ministers who 
now sided with Mr Howard Mr 
Dorrell was among them. Oth- 
ers who chipped in included 
Gillian Shephard, tbe Secretary 
of State for Education. 

Mr Gaike was able to daira 
a victory, because the Cabinet 
agreed to stick to the existing 
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policy on Europe, but the im- 
pression was of a chancellor at 
bay. The intervention by Mr 
Dorrell was seen as an attempt 


by John Major to force Mr 
Carte to move from tbe exist- 
ing “wait and see” approach to 
a single currency, which the 
Euro- seep tics said yesterday 
was “untenable" for the election. 

It will not be the first time Mr 
Major has used Mr Dorrell as 
his stalking horse. Last summer, 
Mr Dorrell called for a refer- 
endum on Europe when it was 
being resisted by the Chancel- 
lor. Wi thin a few weeks, Mr Ma- 
jor had persuaded Mr Clarke to 


accept iL By using Mr Dorrell. 
the Prime Minister could engi- 
neer a change of policy without 
risking a direct conflict between 
himself and his Chancellor. 

The difficulty for Mr Major 
is to reach an agreed policy with- 
out forcing resignations from 
the pro-Oarke wing of the Tory 
party. The greatest fear among 
tiie Euro-sceptics is that they 
will be blamed for an election 
defeat 

Michael Portillo, the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence called 
for “unity, unity, unity” at the 
19% party conference. The aim 
was to close Cabinet ranks 


against the former minister Mr 
Redwood and backbench Euro- 
sceptics who were putting their 
principles above the party's 
election chances. Mr Redwood 
has since gone relatively quiet. 

But the ground is moving un- 
der the Chancellor who is be- 
coming more isolated in the 
Cabinet. Michael Heseltine, 
Ibe Deputy Prime Minister, 
has stood by the Chancellor, but 
also has his own eye on the lead- 
ership election. Mr Major is 
likely to call his next door 
neighbour for a chat soon, to 
discuss the idea raised by Mr 
DorreU. 


Departing MPs head 
for the real world 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


The worlds of banking, public 
affairs consultancy and the law 
are, presumably, looking for- 
ward to a boost this year as 
more than 150 MPs head out of 
the House of Commons and 
back into the real world. 

With almost 60 Conservative 
members retiring, and as many 
again likely to lose their seats, 
the exodus is likely to take on 
a distinctly blue hue. Just 26 
Labour MPs are retiring, along 
with six Liberal Democrats and 
one Ulster UnionisL 

In six months time, a quarter 
of the seals in the Commons will 
be filled by newcomers. While 
some of their previous incum- 
bents will continue to baunt the 
precincts of Westminster, un- 
able to tear themselves away, 
others will fade quietly into the 
background. A few. but proba- 
bly only a few, will emerge into 
public life in another field. 

Most of those leaving will say 
they are going because of ad- 
vancing age or iB-hcalth, but one 
or two have already found lu- 
crative bolt-holes. The former 
transport minister Steven Nor- 
ris will earn £150,000 per year 
as director of the Road Haulage 
Association. He has already 
announced that he is leaving 
politics “for very straightforward 
financial reasons". 

But what will become of 
those MPs who will fight to the 
last to keep their seats? Is there 
life for them after Westminster? 

George Walden, former ed- 
ucation minister and Conserv- 
ative MP for Buckingham, 
believes there is. He will retire 
at the general election, aged 55, 
but is not worried that be will 


find it difficult to leave. He is 
looking forward to revhyg an 
interest in Russia and China 
that he developed in a former 
life as a diplomat. As a former 
chair of the Booker prize and 
as co-author with his wife of a 
book on art history, he has 
plenty of outside interests. 

“I think the routine of the 
Commons is really quite nice for 
people to sort of moulder into, 
and that is a very good reason 
for moving on. It is full of real- 


tor it pretty well, as was my wife. 
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ly rather good people operating 
a defunct system." he says. 

Others find the break with 
politics harder to make. Sir 
Gerrard Neale, lost his North 
Cornwall scat in 1 992 and went 
back to his law practice. How- 
ever, he did not move far - his 
office is across the road from the 
Commons 3nd his firm repre- 
sents a number of MPs. 

As the occupant of a maiginal 
seat he was always philosophi- 
cal about losing it during the 1 3 
years he spent in Westminster. 
“1 think menially 1 was prepared 


Major’s first battle cry set 
for the ides of March 


Colin Brown 


The Conservative Central Council in Bath 
on 14 and 15 March has been pencilled in 
by John Major as the ideal launch date for 
the General Election. 

Ministerial sources said last night that 
current planning is for the key speakers to 
be limited to the Prime Minister, to 
Michael Heseltine. his deputy, and to Brian 
Mawhinney, tbe party chairman. 

“That makes it look more likely that 
Major wants to use it to start the election 
campaign," said one Whitehall source. 

The Central Council, offering a platform 
for Mr Major to give a rallying call to party 
workers and agents from all over Britain, 


could provide tbe springboard for an 
election on 10 April or 1 May. 

The Ulster Unionists may upset his 
well-laid plans for an election timed to 
coincide with the implementation of the 
budget tax cuts on 1 April, and better 
spring weather. If the Ulster Unionists, led 
by David Trimble, appear ready to force an 
early election, the Prime Minister may still 
try to beat them to the punch by calling an 
election on 20 March. Tory backbenchers 


said yesterday that Mr Major may not be a 
strategist, but he is a master tactician. They 
expect him to navigate his way to a date of 
his own choosing. 

The other hurdles which could upset his 
planning include the by-election in Wirral 
South following the death of Toty MP Barry 
fttrter. Mr Major does not want to go to 
the country after losing another seat, and, 
tty convention, can delay the by-election for 
three months. Labour is planning to force 
the elecuon in March, if it has not been 
called by the Tories. 

. T he ^ aclor in Major’s plans is the 
state of his own party. After a row about 
b y government whips, Labour has 
withdrawn all “pairing" co-operation. “We 
will force ministers to come back from trips 
to vote said a Labour source. 

bc ^ n ^ soon as MPs 

i ^ y\?i 13 u Januaiy fr ° m ihcir New Year s 
break with the remaining stages of the Bill 

on fixed sentencing. The big hurdle is the 
Finance Bill, which wil] he given a second 
readmg on 14 January . A government 
source said the odds agairSt Labour 
defeating the 

forcing an election, were 4: 1 . Enough 
perhaps for a flutter hy Tony Blair 
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But ir’ s very difficult to prepare 
yourself emotionally because 


yourself emotionally because 
of tbe commitment which is 
there right up to the last day. 
But people are made redundant 
in all sorts of walks of life 
where they are equally com- 
mitted." he says. 

Michael Knowles, who had a 
majority of 500 in Nottingham 
East before the 1992 election, 
also knew he was likely to lose. 
But the world of sales, in which 
he had worked before, had 
moved on so drew on his polit- 
ical experience and set up his 
own public affairs company. 

“Being an MP was an 
episode in a life in politics. 
Would I rather be there? Of 
course I would. But it can nev- 
er be taken away from you. It's 
the biggest single honour any- 
one can have," he says. 

Small wonder, then, that so 
many MPs are reluctant to 
leave. Ten sitting MPs, seven 
Conservative, two Labour and 
one the Tory defector Alan 
Howarth, are still looking for 
new seats either because they 
have not been reselected or be- 
cause their seats are disap- 
pearing in boundary changes. 

There are also many who itch 
to return to the fold Among the 
new Conservative intake next 
spring will be three senior fig- 
ures who lost their seats in 
1992. Michael Fallon, former 
education minister, will return 
as member for Sevenoaks in 
Kent, John Maples, former 
deputy chairman, will take up 
Mr Howarth’s Stratford-on- 
Avon seat and Francis Maude, 
former trade. Foreign Office 
and Treasury minister, will be- 
come the member for Hor- 
sham in Sussex. 
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Tide turns at last on Britain’s dirty beacli.ee 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The United Kingdom’s resort 
beaches are beco min g cleaner 
and better managed, giving the 
great British seaside holiday a 
better than ever chance of 
reviving, according to the Tidy 
Britain Group. 

^Having carefully surveyed 
139 beaches last August, the 
height of the holiday season, the 
group sees unmistakable signs 
of improve meat. 

Its inspectors graded beach- 
es as A, B, c or D based on bow 
well they scored in access, clean- 
liness and litter control on 
shore, safety in the water, con- 
trol of dogs, facilities and recre- 
ation, maintenance and public 
information. Grades C and D 
were deemed “unsatisfactory". 

A grade A was given to 41 
beaches, of which 
Bournemouth's are the most 
popular. Brighton was a B and 
Blackpool's north and south 
beaches were Cs. 

Eleven resorts - 8 per cent - 
were assessed as grade D, in- 
cluding Southport on Mersey- 
side. East Anglia had the 
cleanest beaches and the most 
improved ones, while the 
North-west was the region with 
the worst. None of its beaches 
had a grade A. 

Trevor Dickson, who headed 
the survey, said it showed a big 
improvement on 1995. Ten 
more resorts had achieved a 
grade A and two-thirds of all the 
beaches inspected were either 
in that category or grade B. 

“We’re encouraged,” he said. 
“We feel the findings of earli- 
er surveys have been well re- 
ceived by the local councils 
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Getting fresh: Cromer beach in Norfolk won a grade A from the Tidy Britain Group and also meets basic EU standards. East Anglia's beaches were the cleanest in the survey "Photograph- Bryn Colton 


responsible for the beaches and 
we can now see a real im- 
provement." 

The survey did not cover the 
amount of sewage pollution in 
the bathing water - although to 
score well resorts had to provide 
prominent notice boards giving 
this information to the public. 

The Government released 
the latest figures on sewage pol- 
lution a few weeks ago. They 
showed that in 1996 89.6 per 
cent of Britain's 472 designat- 
ed bathing waters met the min- 
imum, mandatory European 
Union standard - a minuscule 
improvement on the 89.0 per 
cent pass rate in 1995. 

The tiny increase disap- 



Tfieffol lowing 13 brakes vrereT judgSljradeA inlhe Tidy Bntafn 
Group's onshore survey, but they also have European Blue Rags - 
which means they meet the European Union's highest bathing-water 
quality standard. 


England: Sheri ngham, Norfolk; 
Southwold, Suffolk; Sheemess 
Beach Street and Leysdown 
Grove Avenue in Kent; 
Bournemouth, Poole Sandbanks 
and Swanage Central in Dorset; 
Oddicombe, Devon; Sennen 


Cove and Forth meor St Ives in 
Cornwall. 

Scotland: St Andrews West 
Sands; Aberdour Silver Sands. 
Wales: Pembrey Country Park, 
Tenby North. 


Small holiday 
firms offer 
best deals 


Glenda Cooper 


People are more happy with 
their holidays if they book 
through small specialist tour 
operators, while some of the 
largest names are among the 
worst in delivering customer 
satisfaction. 

According to a survey of 
1 1J00 Consumers’ Association 
members for Holiday Which? 
the high street giants Aiitours, 
First Choice and Inspirations 
came bottom of more than 50 
tour operators. 

The small independents 
Swiss Travel Service and VFB 
Holidays were the most popu- 
lar. Value for money was not 
only about cost, said holiday- 
makers. They rated some top 
names, who tend to be cheap- 
er, lower down the league. 

Thomson, which owns the 
companies through which 60 per 
cent of ail package holidays are 
booked, beat its two main rivals 
for customer satisfaction. About 
4g per cent of its customers 
would recommend the compa- 

nv. compared toKper cent for 

First Choice and 25 per cent for 

Accommodation was often a 
source of dissatisfaction: one m 
U readers thought standards 
could have been better. And 
SK three-quarters who trav- 
dfrj d wit h Swiss TTavel Service, 
P&O Cruises. Style and Hayes 
& Jarvis were satisfied, tea 
than hall were satisfied with Arr- 
FW Chota. Sunworld, 
Cosmos and Skytours. 


The survey also found that 
one in seven people were 
unhappy with their holiday rep- 
resentative, and in the worst cas- 
es the figure rose ro one in five. 
One in 25 felt they had been 
misled by brochures. 

For long-haul travel. Virgin 
Holidays remains the favourite, 
followed by Tfavelsphere, Ulan 
HiTours and Kuoni. Aiitours, 
Unijet, First Choice and Thom- 
son trailed. 

Patricia Yales, editor of Hol- 
iday Which?, said: “These results 
show again that your choice of 
tour operator is just as crucial 
as your choice of resort and you 
are more likely to get a holiday 
that matches your expectations 
if you stick to an independent 
tour operator." 

But Airtoure accused Holiday 
Which ? of “applying pop science 
to holidays”. It argued that the 
people that responded to the 
survey represented 0.03 per 
cent of holidaymakers who 
choose to travel with the 
company. 

■ Despite tragedies such as the 
Lockerbie bombing, many 
countries have not introduced 
legislation requiring screening 
of all hold baggage on interna- 
tional flights, said Holiday 
Which? About 8,000 unaccom- 
panied bags find their way onto 
international flights every year. 
The UK, however, is leading the 
way in airport technology. Ten 
of the world's 25 CTX5000 
screening machines, used to 
detect plastic explosives, are in- 
stalled in Manchester Airport. 
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pointed the water industry and 
the Government, because since 
privatisation about £2bn has 
been sent on coastal sewage 
schemes, largely to comply with 
an EU directive setting maxi- 


mum sewage bacteria levels. 
The water companies now say 
there are other sources of 
sewage pollution such as build- 
ings with their own sewage out- 
falls and farms. 


Blackpool central and north 
beaches met the EU's basic 
standard for the first time this 
year, thanks to a £150m im- 
provement scheme. But the 
resort's south beach still failed. 


Mr Dickson said sewage pol- 
lution in water had been given 
undue weight over the cleanli- 
ness and good management of 
beaches on shore. “Our surveys 
find that the great majority of 


people go to the beach to sun- 
bathe, enjoy the fresh air and 
views and to walk, not to go in 
the water." he said. 

Nonetheless. 3J United King- 
dom beaches had now been 


awarded the European Blue 
Flag, nearly twice the number for 
1 ^5. The flag is gh en to beach- 
es that are clean and welt run on 
-shore and whose water meets the 
most stringent EU standard. 


THE FIAT BRAVA 1.4SX FOR ONLY £129 A MONTH 


PLUS DEPOSIT AMD FINAL' PAYMENT. 
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Fiat Brava 


W^ r : 




ELECTRIC SUNROOF ■ DRIVER'S AIRBAG 

CENTRAL LOCKING ■ SPLIT REAR SEAT 

POWER STEERING ■ IMMOBILISER 

ELECTRIC FRONT WINDOWS ■ BODY COLOURED BUMPERS 

No word of a lie, you can now buy the luxury-laden Fiat Brito 1.4SX for n 
smidgen under £130 a month (plus deposit and final payment}. 

To prove we’re not pulling vour leg, pull nut your finger and enil us on 
0800 71 701)0. Or try http://www.ffat.com on the Internet for more information. 

DRIVEN BY PASSION anna 

Rffl BRAVA * WOTOC 



Cash Price 
(on the road) 

£11,723.98 

23 Monthly 
Payments 

£129.00 

Deposit 

£4,103.98 

Final 

Payment 

£5,037.40 

Amount 

Financed 

£7,620.00 

APR 

4.4% 

Term 

25 Months 

Interest 

Charged 

£513^40 

First 

Payment 

£189.00 

Total 

Payable 

£12,297.38 

(inc £60 admin fee) 
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news 


Irish froth 

as pint-sized 
brewery 
tries to put 
Guinness 
over a barrel 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


A half-pint sized David is chal- 
lenging the Goliath of Irish 
brewing with the launch of 
what will be the city's only 
Irish-owned brewery, provoca- 
tively located within sight of 
Guinness’s celebrated St James 
Gate headquarters. 

The newly-formed Dublin 
Brewing Company, set up by 
Roscommon-man Kieran 
Finnerty, 34, is reviving a dor- 
mant tradition. In 1780 there 
were 33 local brewers operating 
in the city, a total that fell 
gradually to just one by the 
1990s. Apart from a mini-brew- 


ery in a city centre pub, the Re- 
public's only other Irish-owned 
breweries now are small-scale 
producers in Kildare and 
Meath. Guinness, and Cork's 
Beamish and Murphy's brew- 
eries, are foreign-controlled. 

The first consignment of Mr 
Finnerty’s challenger to Guin- 
ness, a light ale called “Beck- 
ett’s" (to be abbreviated 
inevitably to “a pint of Sam") 
was brewed last month. It re- 
ceived an enthusiastic reception 
in local pubs and from 70 neigh- 
bours invited to a tasting at the 
new Smithfield brewery, just 
across the River Iiffey from its 
larger rival. 

Mr Finnerty said: “There 



Reviving a tradition: Beckett's aims to fill a gap left by Guinness which stopped making light ale at Its Dublin factory in 1799 


was a middle-aged woman there 
who assured me ’I'm not a 
drinker meself. But I'm after 
having eight pints of that and it 
went down grand’." 

Previously a music magazine 


publisher in the United States 
and former head of a London 
brass company, Mr Finnerty 
plans to produce other ales, 
lager and stout. 

First-year output will see 


three 130 keg-brews a week sup- 
plying a target of one in 10 
Dublin pubs, with export plans 
thereafter. Current capacity al- 
low up to seven brews, or 910 
kegs, weekly. “Even by UK re- 


SHARPS 

b e d r o o m s 


JANUARY 

SALE 



It's the Sharps Bedrooms January Sale! 
in the biggest sale of the year all 
84 bedroom styles and finishes are 
available at HALF PRICE. Sharps are 
the UK’s No. 1 fitted bedroom company, making every bedroom individually, 


with craftsman precision, maximising 
the storage space available in your 
bedroom. And with over 200 Sharps 
showrooms right across the UK there's 
one near you. So visit Sharps this week and start the New Year in style. 


VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM OR PHONE FREE 0800 789 789 
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•Reductions taken from list prices. Minimum list price £1500. ••Minimum order value £1500. 


gjonal standards this is quite a 
big operation,” he says. 

Beckett’s will be introduced 
gradually into selected Dublin 
pubs in coming weeks with a full 
launch in the Spring. Beckett s 
fills a gap in the market for a 
type of light ale Guinness 
stopped making in 1799. 

Without chemicals or addi- 
tives, the new un pasteurised 
beer is made from roasted 
mainly-lrish malt, water drawn 
from the Wicklow mountains, 
and hops. It is similar to a 
British real-ale, but filtered to 
remove cloudiness. 

Scots-Irish brewer Liam 
McKenna, whose family emi- 
grated to Canada when he was 
four, was involved in several US 
brewery start-ups, and has 
moved to Dublin for an initial 
three years Lo work with Mr 
Finnerty. “I’m used to Ameri- 
can micro-breweries. Here 
everyone is incredibly defensive 
about one or two products, and 
believe they haven’t changed 


much in years. In fact there has 
been a gradual change to a taste 
that doesn't offend any palate." 

Brewing newcomers must 
contend with a religious rever- 



Guinness: Foreign owned 


Science gentrified by 
middle-class pupils 


Lucy Ward 

Educah'on Correspondent 


The sciences are becoming in- 
creasingly middle-class subjects 
as more private school pupils 
choose them at A-level and 
more comprehensive school 
students give them up. a lead- 
ing academic warned yesterday. 

The trend is leading to a 
“genlrifieation" of the sciences, 
reversing their 1960s role as an 
academic avenue lo success for 
bright working class boys, 
according to Professor Alan 
Smithers of Brunei University. 
Middlesex. 

Modem-day youngsters were 
losing the opportunities which 
had allowed poorer grammar 
school boys to shine and created 
a “generation of distinguished 
20 th century scientists from 
working class backgrounds". 

Speaking at the annual meet- 
ing of the Association for Sci- 
ence Education. Professor 
Smithers said a difference in the 
exams taken at 16 in indepen- 
dent and state schools lay be- 
hind the change. 


While the vast majority of 
comprehensive? offer only the 
“double award" science, which 
includes physics, biology and 
chemistry and counts for two 
GCSE grades, private schools 
- which do not have to follow 
the national curriculum and so 
have more flexible timetables - 
usually also offer the sciences 
as separate subjects. 

Figures show students taking 
separate sciences at GCSE are 
more likely than those taking 
the double award to progress to 
science A-lcvels, skewing the 
numbers towards selective 
schools. 

The trend has also led lo an 
overall fall in the numbers of 
A-lcvel students specialising in 
the sciences, from nearly half in 
19o2 lo less ihan 17 per ccni in 
1994. 

Professor Smithers said the 
decline had happened despite 
a dramatic rise in the numbers 
of pupils studying science up to 
age 16 over the last 15 years. 
More investigation was needed 
to discover whv success in 
raising take-up’ at GCSE 


was not feeding through to 
A-level. 

One consequence of the drop 
in numbers of science special- 
ists is a shortage of scientists 
seeking a career in teaching. 

Figures released last month 
by the Teacher Inuning Agency 
revealed an 11 per cent short- 
fall in the recruitment of science 
teachers, even though target 
numbers have been substantially 
lowered by the Government. 

Labour d aimed the failure to 
recruit had created a “licking 
time bomb" in the form of a 
future shortage of qualified 
teachers in key specialisms, 
including science. 

Professor Smithers suggested 
the current A-level science 
courses attracted specialists 
who loved their subject but 
“tended not to be person- 
oriented" and were unlikely to 
go into teachin g. 

More could be encouraged to 
enter the profession with in- 
centives such as higher salaries 
and regular sabbaticals, allow- 
ing them to catch up on the lat- 
est scientific developments. 


Call for business-style 
review of teacher jobs 


Teachers should be made to 
undergo business-style perfor- 
mance reviews to drive out in- 
competent staff, a leading 
industrialist said yesterday, 
writes Lucy Ward- 
Former Confederation of 
British Industry president Sir 
Bryan Nicholson, chancellor of 
Sheffield HaJIam University, 
urged the education world to 
adopt tough business disciplines 
to improve Britain’s flagging 
performance compared with 
global competitors. 

Addressing the North of Eng- 
land Education Conference in 
Sheffield, Sir Bryan laid out a 10- 
poini plan for the next govern- 
ment to achieve by the 
millennium, including expanding 
nursery and higher education. 

Lessons from industry could 
indude more rigorous appraisal 
of teachers' competence he said. 
The rest of society generally op- 
erates in an environment where 
performance standards are 


known and regularly assessed. It 
would help restore respect for 
teachers if they accepted the 
same disciplines." 

However. Sir Bryan, presi- 
dent of the conference, ac- 
knowledged the weight of 
expectation and blame placed 
on teachers, who had “somehow 
become scapegoats for many of 
society’s ills". 

He said: “We need to slop ex- 
pecting teachers to do the im- 
possible. They can't cure all the 
ills of our society - and they 
can’t do it on their own." 

Schools are not helped by an 
inspection system which saw a 
brief visit by inspectors who 
found fault and then withdrew. 

The approach did not raise 
standards, uncover real prob- 
lems or find solutions. Sir Bryan 
called for a review of the in- 
spectorate and more help and 
support for schools. 

Greater influence should be 
restored to local education au- 


thorities which needed a bigger 
role in monitoring and helping 
schools deliver high standards. 

Another change needed, he 
said, was the extension of nurs- 
ery education to all three- and 
four-year-olds. Though the step 
already has cross-party sup- 
port, the timetable needed to be 
“sooner rather than later”. 

And half the school popula- 
tion shouldprogress to at least 
four more years of education af- 
ter 1ft. Sir Bryan said. Britain’s 
approach, which has seen high- 
er education expand to include 
a third of school leavers, was still 
inadequate to enable the UK to 
compete, and left a “long tail of 
underachieve ment”. Britain 
could no longer afford to be 
"wedded to higher education as 
a mausoleum". 

Other improvements in Sir 
Biy an s plan include a class size 
limit of 35 and a na fional cam- 
paign to establish lifelong learn- 
ing. 


Photograph: Declan Shanahan 


ence for drink in Dublin, cap- 
tured by writer Daniel Corkery 
in his 1940s essay “Pintman- 
ship". He maintained: “A true 
pinLman is never boisterous in 
the presence of his pint; when 
he condescends to laugh at all, 
it is with a deep, slow, rumina- 
tive. rumbling sound, counter- 
pointed by satisfied internal 
gurgling noises." 

He advised: “It behoves the 
pintman then, whenever he en- 
ters a strange house, to adopt 
a critical attitude, and to let 
everybody concerned see that 
they are in the presence of a crit- 
ic. One should approach the 
counter with an inquisitorial air, 
trying to look like an inspector 
of something or other. 

“When the pint is served to 
you it should be allowed to rest 
for a minute on the counter. 
Then it should be embraced 
firmly with the fist, raised gently 
to the lips, and tested. If there is 
any taint of sourness the barman 
should be assaulted forthwith." 
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THE HONG KONG HANDOVER 


The colony’s last tango dancer 



As the countdown begins, Governor 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong tong 


CHd order and the new: Hong Kong's last governor, Chris Patten, stands outside his residence against a background of gleaming skyscrapers 


Chris Patten, the 28th and last Governor 
of Hong Kong is. to put it mildly, in a feisty 
mood. With only six months to go before 
be sails nut of the colony on the royal yacht 
Britannia, he has the appearance of a man 
with nothing to lose and who has a few 
thing s that he would like to get off bis cbesL 

Some of his critics would say that Mr 
Patten has gone out of his way to provoke 
opposition, especially during the last few 
months. 

“It’s not an argument one can win”, he 
objects. “If you do nothing, you're wash- 
ing your hands of Hong Kong; if you try 
to do it yourself, you’re grandstanding. I've 
spent half my time in Hong Kong with peo- 
ple accusing Britain, and I suppose me, of 
selling out Hong Kong to British com- 
mercial interests and the other half deal- 
ing with people who say we should have 
sold out Hong Kong to commercial in- 
terests. Neither of which is true". 

The recent introduction of legislation 
on subversion, which has taken place right 
at the end of colonial rule, has excited 
Chinese fUiy and a promise by Peking that 
the new law will be repealed. So, is he 
merely grandstanding in order to make 
Britain look good? 

Mr Patten insists that Britain tried to 
secure the Chinese government’s agree- 
ment but could not. and therefore was 
compelled unilaterally to draft a law that 
it "had pledged to bring onto the statute 
books. He says that even if the legislation 
does not survive “we’ve at least established 


a benchmark against which anything else 
can be judged". 

Mr Patten was appointed in 1992 as the 
last Governor of Hong Kong, just after 
winning a General Election for the Con- 
servative Party leader John Major but 
losing his own seat. 

The appointment was seen as a rejec- 
tion of the “old China hands" in the 
Foreign Office and Cabinet Office who 
sometimes appeared to be ready to mol- 
lify Peking at almost any cost. 

Although he maintained the colony's 
“executive -led" government, he outraged 
both the Chinese government and the busi- 
ness and professional £lite in Hong Kong 
by giving ordinary people a greater say in 
the pinning of the territory. 

Mr Patten went as far as he could, with- 
in the bounds set by the I9S4 Sino-British 
Joint Declaration on the future of Hong 
Kong, to make the 1995 Legislative Coun- 
cil election the freest in the colony’s 
history. 

However, that was too far for China, 
which has chosen its own provisional 
council to replace the legislature as soon 
as it gains control in July. 

It has also ensured that Mr Patten's term 
as Governor has been punctuated by a con- 
stant stream of abuse from China. In fact, 
he relishes some of the more colourful 
epithets that have been thrown his way. 
mockingly referring to himself as “the 
tango dancer" or “the triple violator". 

But China’s hostility has also meant that 
obstacles have been put in the way of 
several crucial projects, such as the new 
airport at Chek Lap Kok. 


Humiliating 
history feeds 
an obsession 
with race 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


“The Chinese people have 
stood up and will finally wash 
away a century of national dis- 
grace." Thus does China antic- 
ipate the return of Hong Kong 
to “the motherland", an event 
which will purge “a national 
shame that cannot be forgot- 
ten". According to nationalist 
propaganda, 1997 marks the 
end of the country’s “humilia- 
tion" by foreign powers. “When 
China becomes strong, nobody 
in the world will dare to bully 
us," a Chinese Communist Par- 
ty magazine thundered recent- 
ly- 

Hie image of mainland Chi- 
na. bumbled try foreign powers 
over 150 years and now re- 
asserting itself, is one which re- 
quires constant reminders of 
past “humiliations" in order to 
inspire present-day patriotism. 

Professor Lucian Pye, a Si- 
nologist at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, argues: “It 
is a xenophobic nationalism, one 



Sun Ybtsen: ‘The greatest 
force Is common blood* 

lacking higher ideals, principles 
or visions. The test of nation- 
alism is not just its capacity to 
mobilise people. Equally im- 
portant is whether it sets stan- 
dards that can govern the 
rulers." 

Outside the mainland, 
Chinese nationalism is still be 
a powerful mobilising force. 
This was shown in last year's 
protests in Thiwaa and Hong 
Kong against Japan’s claim to 
the Diaoyu islands. 

Modem Chinese nationalism 
has its roots among the late-19lh 
century reformers who opposed 
the ruling Manchu dynasty and 
wished to unite the Chinese 
people against the foreign pow- 
ers in China. 

It presented an unashamed- 
ly racial view of what it was to 
be Chinese. Sun Yatsen. the fa- 
ther of post-imperial China in 
191 1. wrote in the Three Prin- 
ciples of the People: “The great- 
est force is common blood. 
The Chinese belong to the 
yellow- race because they come 
from the blood stock of the yel- 
low race. The blood of ances- 


tors is transmitted by heredity 
down through the race, making 
blood kinship a powerful force." 

Rank Dikotter, of the School 
of Oriental and African Stud- 
ies in London, points out: 
“Chinese nationalism has been 
based on ideas of descent. The 
Yellow Emperor was a signifi- 
cant founding myth in Chinese 
nationalism at the beginning of 
this century; today references 
are more often made to Peking 
Man and other archaeological 
findings that are claimed to 
indicate that the Chinese have 
separate origins from the rest of 
mankind." 

Mr Dikotter, author of a 
book on nationalism in China 
to be published next year, adds: 
“One does not become Chinese 
like one becomes Swiss or 
Dutch, since cultural integration 
(language) or political adoption 
(passport) are both excluded as 
means of becoming “Chinese'." 

This narrow definition has 
been keenly felt by Indian and 
Pakistani families in Hong 
Kong, many of whom have 
been resident for generations, 
but will not qualify for post-1997 
Hong Kong passports because 
they are not ethnic Chinese. 

Ethnicity is entwined with a 
tendency always to blame for- 
eign countries. Patriotic in- 
struction in China today dwells 
at length on the wrongs of 
the 19th century, the “Unequal 
Treaties” with Britain and the 
Japanese occupation. As part of 
the 1 July celebrations this 
year, a lavish mainland film. The 
Opium Wars, will have its pre- 
miere in China and Hong Kong. 

China's obsession with 
historical injustice paradoxi- 
cally may be finked to the fact 
that it was never truly colonised, 
unlike India and Indonesia. Mr 
Pye explained: “The treaty pons 
were a Chinese invention to 
keep the ‘barbarian’ cooped 
up. But the humiliation was that 
the Chinese flocked to the 
treaty ports, and prospered." 

There is a parallel with Hong 
Kong, and China's threats 
against the British to open the 
border - enabling eager main- 
landers to flood into the colony. 

“Today you have more talk in 
China about the 150 years of 
foreign humiliation than in In- 
dia, Indonesia, or Burma, for ex- 
ample. They have all been able 
to grow out of this, but China 
is somehow clinging to it," says 
Mr Pye. 

The basis for a mature na- 
tionalism has fallen foul of po- 
litical upheavals. Mr Pye argues: 
“You have had 40 years of the 
Chinese Communist Party de- 
nouncing as an abomination all 
that was great in Chinese civil- 
isation. And now they turn 
round and wonder, what have 
we got left? Where are our 
ideals, where are our values? 
And there aren't any, except for 
a sort of racist instinct." 

Mr Pye has little doubt about 
China's response if the Hong 
Kong transition docs not go 
smoothly. “They will have to 
find scapegoats - and it will be 
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Patten defends Britain’s flawed legacy 

He believes that mow 


5L i £2 ,CS People “found 

which was characterised by 
and freedoms of British 
civil society, and even though only in the 
last decade has Hong Kong started to see 
democratic development, it’s been for 
many years one of the freest societies in 
Asia. Britain has provided the infrastaic- 
ttu-e within which Chinese entrepreneur- 
ml genius and hard work could flower and 
flourish. 

So what will he be doing for the next 
six months? It has been suggested that as 
a lame-duck head of government, he 
might as well stay at home and put his feet 
up. Yet his diary is packed and he see m;; 
determined to oversee the completion of 
his social and educational programmes. 

“I have been committed to the issue of 
the protection of civil liberties and de- 
mocratic development but I’ve set out a 
ymole range of other social and econom- 
ic items on the agenda which I have tried 
to ensure are implemented. Sometimes, 
as a consequence. I’ve been rather curi- 
ously described as a Socialist." 

Never the less, he is realistic. “It would 
be ludicrous for me not to recognise that 
the last six months is the last six months. 
I mean, people aren't going to be look- 
ing to me for reassurance about the future 
as they are going to be looking to C H,” 
he says, referring to his Peking-designat- 
ed successor, C H Tung 

The Governor says he gets on well with 
Mr Tung personally. “We’ve worked to- 
gether while disagreeing", he says, refer- 
ring to the time that his successor spent 
as a member of his cabinet. 


Aside from the personal relationship, 
“we're going to have to minimise rather 
than maximise the difficulties". Among the 
difficulties is China's establishmenfof a 
puppet legislature to rival the existing Leg- 
islative Council. “If the provisional legis- 
lature is given a great raft of things to do 
before 1 July 1997, it will be just aggra- 
vating a problem deliberately for politi- 
cal reasons", he asserts, perhaps suggesting 
that the difficulties will not be inconsid- 
erable. 

Mr Patten will not be offering advice to 
his successor unless asked. He is very well 
aware that any hint of endorsement from 
hims elf will be taken in Peking as a black 
mark against Mr Tung. His advice includes 
the suggestion that “the democrats need 
to be involved with governing and r unning 
Hong Kong". This sort of talk is heresy 
in Peking's ruling circles. 

And what of his own future ? “I find the 
suggestions, sometimes made, that you can 
drop in and out of Westminster politics as 
though the House of Commons was the 
RAC Gub, both politically naive and ex- 
tremely presumptuous. I don't know 
whether 1 want to set my hat at trying to 
resume a career in party politics and even 
if I do, I recognise all the problems." Mean- 
while he will be retiring to France and writ- 
ing a book about Asia, “which I've got to 
get out of my system". 

He will be leaving the luxuries of a large 
staff at Government House to tend his 
garde, to learn how to use his computer 
and get that book written. It is hard not 
to believe that he is ticking off the days. 

Leading article, page 17 



Democracy in danger: Police restrain activists outside the inaugural meeting of the selection committee choosing Hong Kong's first Peking-appointed ruler 
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What will happen to the British 
connection with Hong Kong - will 
it simply end on 1 July 1997? 

No. The government insists that 
Britain has a residual responsibility, in 
part as a signatory to the treaty under 
which Hong Kong reverts to Chinese 
rule and in part because a Sino-British 
Joint liaison Group, responsible for 
transitional issues, will remain in oper- 
ation until 1 January 2000. 

What happens' to the Queen’s 

head on stamps and coins? 

All royal insignia will go: the Queen’s 
head has already gone from new coins. 
Red letter boxes with the royal crest will 
be phased out and in will come the 
Bauhinia symbol, drawn from Hong 
Kong's national flower. It is a sterile 
hybrid which produces no seed. 

' What about all the institutions 
designated as royal? 

With the exception of the Royal 
Hong Kong Yacht Gub, all oLber roy- 
al-named bodies, including the Royal 
Hong Kong Police Force, are rushing 
to drop the honour like a bad smell 

Will British-related monu- 
ments and road names remain? 

Problematic. The Brits have named 
almost every road after a British func- 
tionary. China has said nothing about 
changing these names, but in neigh- 
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bouring Portuguese Macau, China 
insis ted on the removal of “colonial" 
statues. 

What abont the old colonial 
buildings? 

What old colonial buil dings? Com- 
merce has taken its toll on most of them. 
Chris Fatten joked that the Governor's 
house would be turned into a museum 
of colonialism. At any rare TUng Chee- 
hwa, Mr Patten’s successor, does not 
want to live there. 

Will any British armed forces 
stay in Hong Kong? 

The garrison will wind down in the 
next few months. The rest will have to 
be out of the colony immediately after 
the handover. They will probably be put 
aboard vessels accompanying HMS 
Britannia out of Hong Kong. 

Will Britons still have the 
right to visit Hong Kong? 

Brits will still be allowed in without 
a visa but will no longer be free to work 
or study. like other foreigners they win 
have to obtain special permits. 

What abont British passport 
holders in Hong Kong? 

Those of non-Chinese origin will 
simply be treated as foreigners. Ethnic 
Chinese holders of UK passports will not 
recognised as British citizens by the 
Chinese government but will be re- 
garded as Chinese citizens. 

mil there be freedom of speech 
and of the media? 

In theory, this is guaranteed under the 
Basic Law; but senior Chinese officials 
have warned there will be no freedom 
to criticise the Chinese government, 
advocate independence, or criticise in- 
dividual leaders. 

And the legal system? 

This, too, is supposed to remain un- 
changed. ri^ti down to the use of wigs 
and flowing robes. Understandably, 
the Chinese language ^ get a bigger 
airing in the courts. The real problem 
is the independence of the judiciary. Chi* 
na has reserved the right to have the last 
say on determining basic constitution- 
al issues and has limited the autonomy 
of the court of final appeal. 




Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Memories: Gurkhas holding their final parade (above) before their phased 
withdrawal from the colony. The ultra-modern city contrasts with the quaint 
port (below) which the British seized from an ailing Chinese dynasty 


What role will the Communist 
Party play? 

At the moment it is a clandestine 
organisation in Hong Kong; it may go 
above ground. However the really im- 
portant question is whether commissars 
will be assigned to oversee the work of 
government departments, as in China. 
As China will be shipping in a report- 
ed 4,000 cadres, it seems likely that they 
will be given something to do. 

Will the civil service be shak- 
en up? 

China says it wants most senior offi- 
cials to stay on. It's.the word “most" that 
causes concern. The assumption is that 
the service will become highly politicised 
if a commissar system is introduced. 

And the elected legislators? 

They will be kicked out on day one 
and replaced by “provisional" legislators, 
selected by a Chinese approved com- 
mittee. 

Will Chinese people be free to 
come to Hong Kong? 

No. They wffl need special permission, 
as they do today. China fears an open 
bonier would open the flood gates. Hong 
Kong may fuse more closely with the 
neighbouring Shenzhen Special Eco- 
nomic Region, which is also a restrict- 
ed area for most Chinese. 


Hong Kong is an internation- 
al centre, with more diplomatic 
missions than most Asian coun- 
tries. What will happen to them? 

Practically all will stay, including the 
British. There is a question-mark oyer 
the Taiwanese representation. Foreign 
relations are a matter for the Chinese, 
not the Hong Kong government, so 
eveiyone has to apply for permission in 
Peking to remain in Hong Kong. 

Can we talk abont money? 
In Hong Kong, eveiyone does. In the- 
ory, everything will remain as is, with the 
Hong Kong government given fully au- 
tonomy to make its own decisions on 
economic and fiscal policy. In practice 
there is plenty of scope for pressure on 
the new government and "arrange- 
ments" for the transfer of funds. 

Will English be in widespread 
use? 

English will remain an official lan- 
guage. although it will become less im- 
portant. U is already in decline. 

The main language will be...? 

The Basic Law states Chinese will be 
the official language, alongside English. 
This is tricky because the new masters 
regard Chinese as Mandarin (the lan- 
guage of Peking), while most of the pop- 
ulation speak Cantonese. 


Considering that China could have tak- 
en Hong Kong back at any time and that 
Britain has long been a reluctant colo- 
nial power in its last major overseas ter- 
ritory, why is the colony reverting to 
Chinese sovereignty on i July 1997? 

In formal terms the answer lies in the 
second Convention of Peking, signed on 
9 June 1898. The ailing Qing Dynasty 
leased the New’ Territories to Britain for 
99 years, starting 1 July 1S98. The new 
additions were to make up 90 per cent 
of Hong Kong's land mass. The term of 
99 years was fixed almost casually. Both 
sides believed the new lands would re- 
main British for ever, along with the orig- 
inal colonial possession of Hong Kong 
island, acquired in 1842. The British em- 
pire would never die. 

The lease was signed in the midst of 
a flurry of European colonial expansion 
in China. Britain did not want to be left 
out, but it was prepared to let China’s 
rulers save face by not insisting the ter- 
ritory should be ceded in perpetuity. 

As early as 1909 Governor Sir Fred- 
erick Lugard suggested the New Terri- 
tories be ceded permanently to Britain 
as a condition for the return of the 
British concession of Wcihaiwei to Chi- 
na. In the event, Wcihaiwei was returned 
to China in 1930. without any of the con- 
ditions suggested by Sir Frederick two 
decades previously. 

When the Qing Dynasty fell and the 
nationalist government was installed, it 
declared it would not accept the “un- 
equal treaties" that gave Hong Kong to 
Britain. The nationalist leader Chiang 
Kai-shek, with the support of the Unit- 
ed States, put pressure on Britain to band 
Hong Kong back after the Second 
World World War buL Churchill would 
have none of it. 

After the Chinese Revolution, the 
leaders in Peking bad to deal more press- 
ing business than the recovery of Hong 
Kong. Indeed the territory's existence 
as a British colony had its uses in pro- 
viding the Chinese mainland with a win- 
dow' on the rest of the world. 

h was not until the mid-1970s that 
China and Britain started to think 
about the future of Hong Kong's :olo- 
nial status. Formally China insisted 
that it would only take Hong Kong back 
“when the time is right". It suited Chi- 
na to turn a blind eye to the reality of 
British sovereignty, while stating that it 
did not acccpt ihe colonial status quo. 

It is likely that the Communist Party 
decided to resume sovereignty follow- 
ing the expiry of the New Territories 
lease in 1976^7. However the decision 
was only made known to Britain in 
March 1979. during a visit to Peking tty 
Sir Murray (now Lord) Madehose, the 
Governor. Britain was careful not to let 
this decision be known and China also 
kept quiet about it. Some thought had 
been given to the idea that Britain might 
maintain its presence in the portion of 
the colony that was ceded in perpetu- 
ity. In the end. Hong Kong without the 
New Territories was not considered a 
viable option. 

By 1982 negotiations for the return 
of Hong Kong were effectively under 
way. Two years of tough bargaining fol- 
lowed. leading to the signing of a Sino- 
British Joint Declaration under which 
Britain would withdraw from Hong 
Kong on July I 1997. 
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Andrew Gumbel 

Belgrade 


The Serbian Orthodox Church, 
once an ardent supporter of 
President Slobodan Milosevic’s 
nationalist ambitions in the 
Balkans, yesterday added its 
voice to the groundswell of 
public opinion turning against 
the government with a wither, 
ing attack on what it called a 
“Communist, Godless and Sa- 
tanic” regime. 

An unambiguous statement 
of support for the anti-govern- 
ment protests, now into their 
eighth week, was read out at the 
regular afternoon opposition 
rally in centra] Belgrade to a 
rapturous reception. 

^e [Milosevic] has already 


set up against the whole world 
and now he wants to pit us 
against each other and trigger 
bloodshed in order to preserve 
power,” said the statement, 
was drawn up by the Church’s 
governing Synod at an emer- 
gency session earlier in the day 
and signed by Patriarch Pavle. 

The Church has had its share 
of problems with Mr Milosevic 
because his government re- 
fused to return property con- 
fiscated by Tito’s Communists 
in 1945 and failed to encourage 
the growth of religious schools. 
But in the run-up to the 1991- 
95 war it threw its weight behind 
Mr Milosevic's expansio nist 
ambitions, seeing the dream of 
a Greater Serbia as an oppor- 
tunity for an Orthodox revival. 


Yesterday’s statement was 
still nationalist in tone, accus- 
ing Mr Milosevic of betraying 
Serbs in Bosnia and the Kxaji- 
□a region now reconquered by 
Croatia. But it was a significant 
indication of the way m which 
public opinion is moving away 
from Mr Milosevic. In recent 
days, scores of judges, univer- 
sity professors and other promi- 
nent officials have come out 
openly in favour of the anti-gov- 
ernment protests. 

On New Year’s Day, the 
Vfriters’ Union, which initially 
applauded Mr Milosevic in the 
1980s. issued a fierce attack say- 
ing the president was the “'en- 
emy of Serbia”. The union has 
revived its famous “protest 
evenings” — originally estab- 
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Man of the people: Serb opposition leader Vuk Draskovic surrounded by supporters at anti-government rally in Belgrade 


Photograph:Reuter 


fished to bring together dissi- 
dents of Tito’s regime. 

On the streets of Belgrade, 
tens of thousands of people 
again turned up yesterday to re- 
peat the demands they have 


been making since late No- 
vember for Mr Milosevic to ac- 
knowledge the victory scored by 
the opposition coalition Za- 
jedno [Together] in elections for 
city councils across the country. 


Although the numbers were 
relatively modest, partly be- 
cause of the bitter ice and cold 


cause of the bitter ice and cold 
and partly because of a men- 
acing presence of armed riot po- 
lice a few streets away from 
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Republic Square, the focus of 
rallies and protesters was in- 
fused with a new spirit of opti- 
mism. Opposition political 
parties hoped that Mr Milose- 
vic was on the verge of accept- 
ing the results of an inquiry by 
the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) into the local elections 
and grant the opposition the vic- 
tories it has been claiming. Mr 
Milosevic had been due to re- 
spond to the OSCE survey by 
yesterday, but it is now be- 
lieved he will make a statement 
today or on Monday. 

He has shrouded himself in 
silence in recent days, permit- 
ting no reference to the demon- 
strations either in his own 
communiques or on state me- 
dia. His New Year message to 
the nation referred only to his 
intention of liberalising the 


economy in an effort to pull the 
country out of a deep slump ex- 
acerbated by war and four- 
and-a-half years of international 
sanctions that have yet to be 
completely lifted. 

While Mr Milosevic’s mes- 
sage was broadcast, hundreds of 
thousands of Belgrade rs 
thronged into the streets in 
their hundreds of thousands - 
an unmistakab le political state- 
ment despite the overtly festive 
motive for the gathering. 

Yesterday, the atmosphere 
remained good-humoured, with 
demonstrators cheering, set- 
ting off firecrackers and blow- 
ing through brightly coloured 
party whistles, while loud- 
speakers blasted out the fre- 
netic, wildly energetic gypsy 
music from Under^vund, Emir 
Knsturica’s prize-winning film 
about the wars in Yugoslavia. 


Muslim and Serb 
homes torched 


Sarajevo (Reuter) — Nato re- 
ported yesterday that at least a 
dozen houses formerly inhab- 
ited by Bosnian Muslims or 
Serbs were destroyed over the 
past week in a Croat-held area 
near Mostar. 

The attacks were clearly 
aimed at discouraging non- 
Croat refugees from returning 
to settlements south of Mostar, 
human rights workers said. 

Five houses once inhabited by 
Muslims were destroyed in Sto- 
lac on Sunday night and another 
house was torched on Monday, 
said Major Tony White, 
spokesman for the Nato-led 
peace force. 

Three houses in nearby 
Kuka vac were also destroyed on 
Sunday, two homes belonging 
to Serbs were razed in Stolac at 


the weekend and explosions 
had damaged a house in the vil- 
lage of Prebflovci on Monday, 
Major White said. 

The reports coincide with 
an alarming rise in expulsions 
of Muslims from Croat- 
controlled western Mostar over 
the past three months. 

Groups of armed men have 
been systematically evicting the 
remaining Muslims from west- 
ern Mostar and seizing their 
flats, according to United Na- 
tions relief workers and inter- 
national police monitors. 

Mostar is strictly divided into 
Croat and Muslim sectors since 
a 10-month Muslim-Croatwar 
ended in 1994. Croat authorities 
have failed to put a stop to the 
expulsions despite repeated 
pleas from Western diplomats. 


Huge losses 
in Albania 


savings fraud 


Miranda Vickers 

Tirana 


Almost everybody in Albania 
has queued up in recent 
months, in the hope of gaining 
a share of the goodies. Now, 
however, huge numbers - one 
in seven families, according to 
some estimates - face financial 
rain, pending the collapse of the 
country’s plethora of pyramid- 
savings scams. 

Almaty one company is on 
the verge of collapse, with thou- 
sands of desperate people be- 
sieging its office in central 
Tirana and demanding their 
promised interest returns. 
When no payouts were forth- 
coming, angry crowds smashed 
the windows of the company's 
office before they were dis- 
persed by police. 

Albania has been in the grip 
of investment fever, with com- 
panies borrowing money from 
people and paying them extra- 
ordinary high monthly interest 
rates, ranging from 8 per cent 
to a literally unbelievable 35 per 
cent. The pyramid schemes rely 
on a stream of new deposits to 
pay out interest on the old 
ones, and this requires an ever- 
increasing flow of cash. 

The World Bank and the 
IMF have called on the govern- 
ment to exert strict control over 
the pyramid schemes. Mean- 
while, however, almost every 
Albanian family has invested 
some money in one pyramid 
scheme or another. Over the last 
few months, gullible investors 
have queued from the early 
hours of the morning to deposit 
their savings. Many have even 
sold their homes to invest as kugc 
a sum as passible. 

The schemes are a powerful 
magnet, providing a glimmer 
of hope in a country with an 
average monthly wage of only 
£55 and high unemployment. 


“It is worth taking the risk,” 
said one stallholder, Arben 
Shekriu, whose brother has 
sold his flat and moved his 
family back into the parental 
home. “We will all be able to 
share the money earned from 
my brother’s deposit,” he said 
hopeliilly. 

In the centre of Tirana, the 
office of Vefa Holdings, the 
largest and most powerful of the 
money-lending schemes, shoots 
beams of white light over the 
rooftops, a symbol of Che brash 
new capitalism pervading Al- 
bania’s post -communist society. 
Vefa, which is thought to have 
attracted around £50m, offers 
investors monthly interest rates 
of 8 per cent on six-month 
deposits. - 

Interest rates jumped sharply 
following a statement by the Fi- 
nance Minister, Ridvan Bode, 
warning of the potential cata- 
strophe facing Albania should 
the schemes collapse. He cast 
doubt on the ability of the 
pyramid firms to return the 
sums deposited with them and 
to continue to pay out such high 
interest rates. 

The statement, however, only 
fuelled the various schemes’ 
competitiveness, and several 
firms immediately increased 
their interest rates. One firm re- 
duced the permitted withdraw- 
al period from seven to three 
months and trebled the rate of 

return, another ann ounced that 
afi deposits lodged with it would 
earn 32 per cent in just 55 days. 
Despi te growing speculation 

that these money schemes will 
not be able to pay out to savers. 
Albanians continue to stand 
patiently, awaiting their tom to 
lodge their precious savings. 

“We are like Iambs to the 
slaughter," said economic ana- 
lyst Albert Marku, despon- 
dently watching yet another 
queue. 
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Doctors warned 


against arming 


Arabs’ attacker 


Eric Silver 

Jerusalem 


Tbe Israeli array conscripted Noam 

rnedman, the religious soldier 
who shot seven Arabs in Hebron 
on Wednesday, despite a written 
warning from psychiatrists in his 
home town that he should not be 
trusted with a gun. 

The religious newspaper, Yom 
Hashish! , yesterday publis hed ex- 
tracts from a letter sent to the draft 
board by his local education office 
in May 1995. 

“It should be considered seri- 
I ously whether to draft this man," 
his counsellors wrote, “and espe- 
cially whether to place a weapon 
in his hands. ” Friedman was re- 
ported to have boasted afterwards 
tha'- he had tricked the army into 
takng him. “Now," the paper 
quoed him as saying, “they will give 
me » weapon to shoot Arabs." 

Fiedman, 19, was remanded in 
cusudy yesterday. Police also 
chared a second soldier, Yuval Ji- 
bli, 1, with complicity in the 
shoring. Friedman told the court 
that b had wanted to show that the 
Prim Minister, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyau, did not represent the ls- 
raelioeople. He said he felt 
compiled to act to stop the gov- 


ernment handing over most of 
Hebron to the Palestinians. 

Unlike Yigai Amir, who assassi- 
nated Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra- 
bin, and the Hebron mosque killer 
Baruch Goldstein, Friedman has 
been repudiated even by the Israeli 
right He was too much of a loner, 
too obviously a psychiatric case. 

“I don't aspect him to. become 
a cultural hero," Ehud Spiinzak, a 
Hebrew University expert on Is- 
rael's radio] right, said “There is 
a consensus within the settlements 
that be damaged their cause." 

None the less, commentators 
pinned some of the responsibility 
on the religious right “Even if the 
man acted on his own," wrote 


Damascus (Agencies) — Syria 
said Israeli agents planted a 
bomb on a bus in Damascus on 
New Year's Eve, killing nine peo- 
ple and wounding others. 

At least 40 people were tak- 
en to hospital. The attack fol- 
lowed attacks on Syrians in 
Lebanon, where right-wing 
Christians strongly oppose Syr- 
ian control over their govern- 
ment. 


Delays that 
nade history 
repeat itself 
in West Bank 


It hi happened before. TVvo 
yeaiago , Baruch Goldstein, an 
armTeserve captain from the 
Israli settlement at Kiiyat 
Arboverlookmg Hebron kited 
29 iiestmians as they prayed 
in tb al-Ibrahimi mosque in the 
city This week, Noam Fried- 
ma; another Whst Bank settler 


Ambiguities in the 
Oslo Accord have 
allowed extremists 
to flourish, writes 

Patrick Cockbum 


serag in the army, opened fire 
in lebron's vegetable market 


in lebron's vegetable market 
300ards from where Goldstein 
cased out his massacre. 

he Oslo Accord, purport- 
ed an agreement designed to 
mce peace between Israelis 
an Palestinians, made such 
arid ties inevitable. It left more 
th.i 100,000 settlers in place on 
th West Bank, the bard core of 
wbm said from the be ginnin g 
tbt they would do everything 
fry could to prevent Israeu 
wbdrawal from any part of 
wat they regarded as the land 
Od gave to the Jews. 

Oslo also encouraged attacks 
bcause it envisaged a long 
cue-frame for its implemen- 
tiion - six years from its sign- 
ig in 1993 to tbe end of final 
atus negotiations in 1999. The 
jstificarion for this was that re- 
stance to such radical change 
ould be less if it took place m 
ages. In practice, it gaveplen- 
/ of time for opponents of Oslo, 
oth Israeli and Palestinian, to 
lerail it by bomb or bullet 

The nine months’ delay in the 
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Jerusalem, is 13 million. Of 
these, around 300,000 passed 
from Israeli security control 
when its forces withdrew from 
six towns at the end of 1995. 

An Israeli redeployment in 
Hebron wfll mean a further 
100,000 Palestinians will gam 
autonomy. The real change 
coznes when Israeli forces with- 
draw from the Palestinian vil- 
lages in rural areas where a 
further 900,000 Palestinians 
live. Under Oslo II this was 
meant to occur over 18 months, 
starting earlier this year. Until 
this happens, Israel will still be 
in a position to isolate each of 
the autonomous towns, creating 
the cantons Palestinians have 
always feared. 

Professor Khalil Shikaki, a 
leading Palestinian political sci- 
entist, says; “Following the 
three further redeployments, 
the Israelis should be out of 
every part of the West Bank ex- 
cept Jerusalem as defined by its 
municipal boundaries, settle- 
ments as defined by their cur- 
rent areas and specific military 
locations". In other words, i 
around 85 to 90 per cent of the 
West Bank would be in Pales- 
tinian hands. The interim agree- 
ment also opens up a right of 
passage between the 800.000 
Palestinians in Gaza and those 
of the West Bank. 

Tbe addition of Hebron to 
tbe six other autonomous towns 
is important for Palestinians but 
not the central reason why they 
signed the interim agreement. 
The economic life of each can 
be strangled by an internal clo- 
sure by Israel, which often 
means no more than putting 

checkpoints on tbe main access 
roads. The Palestinians also 
fear that if Mr Netanyahu per- 
suades the US and the rest of 
the world that he has made ma- 
jor concessions over Hebron, in- 
ternational pressure on Israel to 
implement Oslo wfll relax. 

xT«r pvpTvthme can oe 


Not everything can 


blamed on Mr Netanyahu and 
h.c tmvemmeDt. Mr Rabin was 


1 ^redeployment of Israeli 
in Hebron alone will not 
l ^ H &anceofpow- 
^^theWest Bank. This will 

t0n ;oniy when Israel carries 
& PP en t iiree-stage withdrawal 

iirf. Mr Netaayahu has h« n 

Bank, excludmg East 


his government. Mr Rabin was 
ambivalent about what Ostore- 
a»v meant. He signed an agree- 

Swithdrawingbraelitroaps 

from populated ar ^, but , a ^S 

same time pushed ah^dwth 
the consmictionofa^jemof 
roads. designed onv- 

ettheWest Bank more closely 


to Israel. The ambiguities in 
_ . t n marginalise 
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^Se The settlers saw an 
en d to their dreams of taking 
over the Biblical land of Israel 
Palestinians found t hem setas 
Seed into iB.p_oyemhedgtel- 




gunmen like Fnedman 

^rebound to aourish. 


Nahum Barnea in the mass-circu- 
lation Yedioi .Aharonot, “without or- 
ders from rabbis or politicians, the 
extreme right cannot be exempt 
from blame. In all sectors of this 
country, there are lunatics, but in 
only one sector do they turn 
weapons into a tool of politics." 

The final negotiations for a He- 
bron redeployment were marking 
time last night The Israeli Defence 
Minister, Yitzhak MordechaL and 
Yasser Arafat's deputy, Mahmoud 
Abbas, met until 3am yesterday, but 
failed to reach a consensus that 
would enable Mr Netanyahu and 
the Palestinian leader to meet and 
initial an agreement. It will prob- 
ably have to wait over the weekend. 

The main difference is over the 
timetable for further Israeli with- 
drawals - from West Bank rural ar- 
eas - once the Hebron pull-out is 
completed. The Palestinians want 
Israel to keep to the original sched- 
ule, under which the evacuations 
were supposed to have started 
last September and finished in 
September 1997. Israel contends 
that the clock should restart from 
where it was stopped by last year's 
Islamist suicide bombings. 

David Bar-Illan, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's media adviser, last night 
accused the Pales tinians of s tallin g. 
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Old enmity: An elderly Palestinian argues with Rabbi Moshe Levlnger, one of the most prominent Jewish settlers in Hebron, in the 
market area of the town where Noam Friedman shot seven Arabs Photograph; Reuters 
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assault to free 
Lima hostages 


Phil Davison 

Lima 

The Peruvian President Al- 
berto Fujimori, furious over 
daily propaganda coups by 
Marxist, guerrillas occupying 
the Japanese ambassadors res- 
idence, is said to be studying de- 
tailed plans to attack tbe 
building in an effort to free 74 
remaining hostages. 

Sources close to the Pres dent 
said he had received advice 
from the United States and 
other foreign military advisers 
on how best to carry out an as- 
sault. But the sources stressed 
Lhat an assault was “only one op- 
ban. a serious one but the Pres- 
ident is still hoping for a 
peaceful solution". 

Peruvian commandos have 
been practising an assault on a 
mock-up of the Japanese diplo- 
matic compound at a secret lo- 
cation, the sources said. They 
said an assault would probably 
last only three minutes if suc- 
cessful but that casualties 
among the hostages would be 
high. 

In only his second statement 
since the crisis began on 17 De- 
cember, Mr Fujimori yesterday 
described the hostage drama as 
an isolated incident and sought 
to soothe investors' concerns. 
Showing no sign of backing 
down on the guerrillas’ de- 
mands for the release of 400 
jailed comrades, he again de- 
scribed the guerrillas as “ter- 
rorists", something they have 
angrily denied. 

The 20 or so guerrillas of the 
Tupac Amaru RevolutionMove- 
raent (MRTTA) freed a further 
seven hostages on new year's 
day, leaving them with 74 cap- 
tives including the President's 
brother Pedro, cabinet minis- 
ters, senior police and military 
officers, congressmen, two am- 



Fujimori: Angry at rebels’ 
propaganda coups 

bassadors and Peruvian and 
Japanese businessmen. 

The freed men were four 
Japanese businessmen and 
three Peruvian government of- 
ficials, including Juan Assereto. 
a key adviser to tbe President 
on privatising state industries. 

The seven walked out with 
one of Peru’s leading Catholic 
churchmen. Bishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani of Ayacucho. Although 
he has said his visits to the build- 
mg were pastoral, he appears to 
have won the release of many 
of the nearly 500 hostages freed 
over the past two weeks. 

Despite the latest release, 
there was no sign of an early end 
to the 16-day-old occupation 
which began when the rebels 
stormed a diplomatic cocktail 
party. The MRIA yesterday is- 
sued a statement saying the ball 
was now in Mr Fujimori's court. 

"We call on all the progres- 
sive men and women of the 
world to keep demanding that 
the Peruvian government come 
to a peaceful solution that will 
lead to tbe freedom of the po- 
litical prisoners and the prison- 
ers of war [the hostages] taken 
by our commando unit,'’ said the 
statement, datelined "some- 
where in the central jungle". 


significant shorts 


US to put up 
barriers to 
BSE 

The United States is set to 
announce steps to guard 
against any outbreak of 
BSE, or mad-cow disease, 
amongst its cattle herds. 

In the next few days, the 
Food and Drug 
Administration is expected 
to issue a ban on the 
recycling of waste protein 
from cows, sheep and other 
r umin ants into animal feed. 
Scientists believe that mad- 
cow disease was first allowed 
to spread when remains of 
sheep infected with scrapie, 
a disease closely related to 
BSE, was fed to cattle. 

The US has so far escaped 
the disease which has led to 
the mass slaughter of 
Britain's herds. There has 
been a US ban on imports of 
British beef since 19S5 and 
on live cattle imports from 
Britain since I9S9. 

David Usbome - Not York 


Spies put to 
death in Libya 

Libya yesterday executed six 
senior officers and two 
civilians convicted of spying 
using equipment supplied by 
the US Central Intelligence 
Agency iCIA). Libyan 
state-run radio reported. 

Reporting the convictions 
by Libya's Supreme Military 
Court on Wednesday, the 
state-controlled Libyan 
television said: “Tbe agent- 
spies ... supplied agents of 
foreign governments with 
information relating to the 
country's defence secrets, for 
espionage purposes, by 
exploiting their membership 
of the Libyan army." 

APf Reuters - Cairo 

Alone in a lift 
on NY Eve 

No one likes to be alone on 
New Year's eve, or on New- 
Year's day, and especially if 
they are stuck in an elevator. 

Hui Chow-fong, a meter 
reader for Hongkong Electric 
Holdings Ltd. spent the 
holidays alone in a lift where 
he was trapped for more than 
40 hours before being found 
yesterday. The 36-year-old 
got stuck on Tuesday 
afternoon in a lift of an office 
building. The building was 
then closed for the New Year 
break. Reuters - Hong Kong 


Gingrich to 
keep job after 
ethics probe 

Newt Gingrich will be able 
to retain his powerful 
position in the US Congress 
following a probe of his 
ethics, sources close to the 
investigation said. 

The House ethics 
subcommittee recommended 
that Mr Gingrich, a 
Republican, be given a 
reprimand, rather than the 
more serious punishment, 
censure, which would have 
cost him his job as Speaker 
of the House of 
Representatives. 

The decision means that 
Gingrich can stay at bis post, 
one of the most influential 
legislative jobs in 
Washington. 

The investigation focused 
on Gingrich's involvement 
with a Tax-exempt 
organization which he set up 
to finance a college course. 
The course was videotaped 
and distributed as a recruiting 
aid. AP - Washington 

Glacier threat 


in Alps 


Experts are monitoring a 
huge glacier in Italy’s 
western Alps amid fears Lhat 
a huge section could drop 
onto an inhabited valley, 
authorities said. 

The Rome daily La 
Repubbiiea, citing 
unidentified experts, 
reported that a block of 
about 30,000 cubic metres of 
ice and snow may break free 
within a month from the 
Grandes Jorasses glacier on 
the Mount Blanc range. The 
collapse could threaten the 
village of Planpinceux and 
hotels in the Ferret valley. 

AP- Courmayeur, Italy 


Away from a 
manger 

A thief stole a sheep from a 
Christmas nativity crib in the 
western Belgian city of 
Ghent and slaughtered it on 
the spot, police said. 

The thief left only the 
sheep's head, feet and 
entrails but did not touch 
three other sheep and the 
plaster statues of Joseph, the 
Virgin Mary and the infant 
Jesus. "Looks like someone 
who wanted a New Year's 
Eve meal," Ghent police 
said. Reuters - Brussels 


“Now it is the Peruvian gov- 
ernment’s turn to speak." ■; ' 

Mr Fujimori was said to have 
been particularly angered by an 
impromptu press .conference 
given by MRIA leader, Nestor 
Cerpa, inside the building on 
new year’s eve. 

A group of reporters had 
been allowed through police 
cordons to film the door of the 
residence when a Japanese pho- 
tographer broke from the group 
and approached the building 
holding up a sign saying “Kyo- 
do", the name of his Japanese 
news agency. 

The other journalists fol- 
lowed and Cerpa, his face cov- 
ered by a bandanna, held anews 
conference, haranguing Mr Fu- 
jimori’s “dictatorship". 


Long vigil: Women praying for the release of the remaining 74 hostages held in the Japanese ambassador’s residence, Lima Photograph: Re ufers 
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4 Voters 
have rejected 
Western- 
^ style 

democracy 

and 

freedoms in 
a watershed 
election. 

They would 
win big or 
lose big 
depending 
on whether 
or not 
they voted 
• for us } 
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Winner takes all: Victory wave from Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, whose RAP party defeated one of its most articulate critics, Chee Soon Juan (right) 


Photographs: Reuters/AFP 
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Singapore’s ruling party 


tightens its grip on power 


Following the most savage elec- 
tion campaign in Singapore's 
history the ruling People's Ac- 
tion Party (PAP) has retained its 
stranglehold on political power 
by w inning SI of the 83 seats in 
parliament after yesterday's poU 

The opposition parties also 
lost ground in terms of the 
overall popular vote, gaining 
around a third of the total com- 
pared with the 39 per cent they 
won in the 1991 election. 

However, under Singapore’s 
unique electoral system w inning 
this proportion of the vote 
yielded only two parliamentary 
seats for opposition parties. 

In the course of the nine-day 
campaign the opposition gen- 
erated far more excitement 
than the ruling party by hold- 
ing monster rallies around the 
island. Candidates also report- 
ed an unusually high level of 
public positive response when 
campaigning door to door. 


Economic threats and electoral system ensure PAP 
wins island state’s poll, writes Stephen Vines 


The campaign was dominat- 
ed try savage attacks on one of 
the leading opposition politi- 
cians, the 61-year-old lawyer 
Tang Liang Hong, who the PAP 
accused of being a “Chinese 


chauvinist''. More significantly, 
however, the ruling party made 


h clear that those voting for the 
opposition would pay a high 
prire for not supporting the gov- 
ernment Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong threatened that his 
party would examine the elec- 
tion results precinct by precinct 
to identify where voters failed 
to support the PAP. 

He said that the government 
would follow a ‘Vinner takes 
all" principle, meaning that 
those who supported the gov- 
ernment would get better pub- 


lic services, while opposition ar- 
eas would be left at the end of 
the queue. Mr Gob explained 
this as meaning that voters 
would “win big or lose big”, de- 
pending on whether or not they 
voted for the ruling party. 

Although the PAP fought 
the election as though it were 
fighting for its political life, it 
won the election before it be- 
gan because the opposition 
contested onfy a minority of 
seats. 

The ruling party made it 
dear that it saw no role for op- 
position members in parlia- 
ment. “Opposition politicians 
are not what you call deep 
politicians,” said Lee Kwan 
Yew, the grand old man of Sin- 
gapore politics, “They are su- 


perficial ones.” The PAP re- 
peatedly described this election 
as a “watershed". 

Last night Mr Goh said he 
was satisfied with the result 
because the voters “have re- 
jected Western-style democracy 
and freedoms". 

The election reduced the op- 
position from four members to 
two. They will have a difficult 
job representing the country's 
entire opposition in the face of 
an increasingly aggressive rul- 
ing party, showing few signs of 
looking for compromises. 


The PAP will be particularly 
eased to have defeated Chee 


pleased to have defeated Chee 
Soon Juan, one of its most ar- 


ticulate critics in parliament 
It also took the scalp of JB 
Jeyaretnam, Singapore’s most 


enduring opposition leader. 
However the biggest prize was 
the defeat of Tang Liang Hong. 
The PAP said it was justified in 
launching an onslaught on Mr 
Tang because he threatened to 
upset the delicate racial balance 
in the country, a charge he vig- 
orously denied, saying that he 
bad become the focus of the 
government’s ire because he 
spoke for the mass of the peo- 
ple excluded from the political 
process. 

Shortly before the poll Mr 
Goh said that his personal 
standing and that of his two 
deputies were at stake should 
Mr Thng win. In the event he has 
strengthened his position 
against some internal party 
criticism. 

The PAP has won all eight 
elections held since indepen- 
dence in 1965. Its political dom- 
inance is heavily fortified by 
control of the media. 




Grozny (AP) — A recently es- 
tablished Islamic court in 
Chechnya has ordered a man to 
pay 63 camels to the relatives of 
a person he killed in a traffic 
accident 

Muslim separatists in effect 
control Chechnya after a 20- 
momh war with Russian troops, 
and they have set up new courts 
based on their interpretation of 
Islamic law, or Sharia. 

In one of the first verdicts, 
three judges yesterday 
convicted Ali Khasiev of killing 
Yusup Akbulatov in a traffic ac- 
cident and ordered him to pay 
63 camels to Akbulatov’s rela- 
tives. 

There is only one problem: 
there are no camels in Chechnya. 

As an alternative, Khasiev 
was ordered to pay $63,000 


(£38,000) to Akbulatov’s fami- 
ly. The judges later reduced it 
to 2m roubles (about £210) 
when the defendant said it 


T»m?iT»!yTiTr«^T5 ra fr j it-j « 


in the war-battered republic to 
raise $63,000. 

The judges based the origi- 
nal award on a formula that 
equates one camel to two bulls, 
which Chechnya does have. A 
bull is worth about $500 in 
Chechnya. 

Under some interpretations 
of Islamic law, people convicted 
of crimes are ordered to pay 
compensation to the family of 
the victim. 

The Sharia judges had a two- 
month course in Islamic law by 
a Jordanian-bom Chechen who 
spent eight years in Afghanistan. 
Sharia courts are presently op- 
erating alongside traditional 
Russian courts in Chechnya. 

The presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections set for 27 Jan- 
uary are virtually certain to 
bring to power Muslim sepa- 
ratists expected to favour 
Islamic traditions over Russian 
ones. 

The local election commis- 
sion yesterday registered 19 
candidates for the presidential 
race. The candidates will be re- 
quired to take an oath later this 
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Gordon Williams 


To have created a single, unit- 
ed catalogue of the world’s 
greatest research library system 
is such an achievement as to give 
its architect permanent fame. 
Yet such was Gordon W illiam^ 
modesty that his death more 
than three months ago passed 
almost unnoticed by the outside 
world. His monument, the Na- 
tional Union Catalog, is to be 
found in every major library in 
the world, still in the massive 
bank of green folio volumes in 
which iL originally appeared; it 
now awaits the electronic form 
that he foretold for it. 

From 1959 to 1980 Williams 
was director of the Center for 
Research Libraries at Chicago, 
the home of the American Li- 
brary Association (ALA), and 
it was in that capacity that he 
oversaw the realisation of a 
dream that went back to the be- 
ginning of the century. In 1901, 
in his annual report to Confess, 
its great librarian, Herbert Put- 
nam, wrote: “It is fully recog- 
nised by the Library of Congress 

that next in importance to 

its own resources comes the 
ability to supply information 
as to the resources of other 
libraries." 

Towards this he added the 
hope “to receive a copy of 
every [catalogue} card primed 
by the New York Public li- 
brary" and all the other major 
reference libraries in the coun- 
try. This had grown by 1926 to 
two million records, but it was 
of limited value: its use was re- 
stricted to Washington, and as 
one record for each book was 
deemed sufficient it gave no 
idea of the national availabili- 
ty of copies. A Rockefeller 
grant in 1927-32 redeemed the 
balance, quadrupling the num- 
ber of records, but even by the 
1950s a quarter of the requests 
for books failed because a copy 
could not be located. 

By then the need was suffi- 
ciently urgent for the ALA to 
approach the Libraiy of Con- 
gress with the proposal that 
copies of its members' cards 
should be incorporated com- 
prehensively in what had come 
to be called the National Union 
Catalog (NUC). One hundred 
and three thousand records 
were added in 1956, trebling the 
next year. The next step was 
publication, and in 1961 a trial 
volume, covering the records of 
500 libraries for 1952-55. was 
published. The reception it 
got showed the need for a com- 
plete catalogue, then estimated 
at 32 million records - an 
underestimate, as it proved. 



US government or foundation 
money went to support the 
huge editorial and production 
costs involved, despite every 
solicitation. 

That all this was brought to 
fruition was due to one man, 
Gordon Williams . Although of- 


WiJBams: books in Ms blood 


The British Museum Library 
had already undertaken the 
publication of its complete cat- 
alogue, an operation made pos- 
sible by the development of a 
novel camera which converted 
the printed slips pasted into the 
catalogue volumes, familiar to 
users of the Reading Room, into 
continuous and correctly al- 
phabetised sequences of film. It 
appeared in 263 volumes be- 
tween 1963 and 1968 and took 
the scholarly world by storm. 
It was to provide a precedent 
for solving the problems of 
publishing the NUC. 

Vast though the British Mu- 
seum catalogue was, NUC was 
three times larger. Further, its 
content came not from one but 
hundreds of different libraries, 
whose records, even of the 
same book, could differ radi- 
cally. Finally, due to the length 
of time it must take to produce, 
provision had to be made for 
possible changes, known or 
unknown. Chief of these was 
the onset of computer-based 
cataloguing. 

In the event, NUC was pro- 
duced in printed form. It was ac- 
cepted, on grounds of cost and, 
at the time, technical uncer- 
tainty. that whatever might hap- 
pen in the US libraries, 
elsewhere would not be so ad- 
vanced. It was well that the cat- 
alogue came out in book form, 
though not for the reason fore- 
seen: in the event it was die non- 
US libraries, who subscribed for 
a surprisingly high proportion 
of the copies printed, that kept 
the project afloat. 

The first volume came out in 
1968; the rest followed at the 
rate of five a month every year 
up to the 754th and last Hie 
whole cost of capitalising this 
vast venture fell on the English 
printing firm who had been re- 
sponsible for the British Mu- 
seum catalogue. Not a cent of 


ficiafly it was the responsibility 
of a sub-committee of the ALA, 
made up of librarians, the trans- 
lation of its decisions into action 
was his responsibility. It was an 
administrative problem of gi- 
gantic proportions; Williams 
dealt with it, calmly and with- 
out fuss, as if it was the most 
normal thing in the world. He 
gave whole-hearted and in- 
formed support to the publica- 
tion and ensured that all the 
potential clangers of transat- 
lantic collaboration were avoid- 
ed. Rarely can so large an 
undertaking have been ach- 
ieved with such efficiency and 
harmony. By the time he retired 
in 1980, it was virtually complete. 

Williams was born in Oregon 
in 1914, and he remained by 
sympathy and choice a west- 
coast man. Times were hard in 
his youth, and school and later 
university (he went to Stanford) 
were only compassed by work- 
ing in his spare time and vaca- 
tions. Books were in his blood, 
and bookselling provided a 
Livelihood. 

The Second World War took 
him to active service in the Pa- 
cific; he became an expert nav- 
igator, and the tinnitus he 
suffered from in later life came 
from being too close to heavy 
□aval artillery. He returned in 
1945 to become vice-president 
of Lhe international bookselling 
firm Brentano's in California, 
which involved managing their 
Los Angeles shop. He also 
spent some time in Sacramen- 
to, where his long-standing in- 
terest in the stage found an 
outlet; after hours, he spent 
his time producing and stage- 
managing plays. 

In 1952 be became chief as- 
sistant librarian at the Univer- 
sity of California at Los 
Angeles, joining the powerful 
team built up by Lawrence 
Clark Powell, already a leg- 
endary figure. This prepared 
him well for the move to Chica- 
go in 1959. There the Nation- 
al Union Catalog was by no 
means his only concern. As Di- 
rector of the still new Center for 
Research Libraries, he faced 
challenge in all directions. The 
special needs of university and 
other research libraries* no- 
tably those independent of aca- 
demic affiliation, had only 


begun to arise as the full impact 
of the federal investment in 
higher education made itself 
felt 

The problems of sudden 
growth, from acquisition poli- 
cy to buddings, above all the 
need to create a new cadre of 
property trained staff, came to 
Williams. He was an early ex- 
ponent of the need for a con- 
servation policy, and a founder 
member or the International In- 
stitute of Conservation. In all 
this, he was largely responsible 
for the creation of a united front 
among libraries in America, 
and his influence, if unseen, was 
as marked in Britain. 

But Williams was very much 
more than the librarians' li- 
brarian. Some flavour of his per- 
sonality comes in he valedictory 
address in 1980 on “libraiy co- 
operation” which, he said, suf- 
fered from its good name: “if it 
were regarded as just a bit sin- 
ful, librarians might indulge in 
it more than they do". Reflect- 
ing further on the impact of the 


Among the still further conse- 
quences, aside from the undesirable 
ones, such as pollution and rapid de- 
struction of the natural environ- 
ment, multinational corporations, 
the atomic bomb, TV dinners, cel- 
lophane wrapped bread and elec- 
tronic musk, were an exponential 
increase In the number of new pub- 
lications and in the need for more 
access to them. 

All this be faced without 
compromise, but he got much 
enjoyment from life, and gave 
it too. Somehow he found time 

to write, too: a book. Ravens and 
Crows, appeared in 1966 and 
two years later be edited the first 
edition of Thomas Bewick's 
memorable letters to John 
Dovaston. 

Williams retired to Napa in 
California, delighting his re- 
tirement by printing little books 
on a hand-press, notably his old 
friend Will Cheney's treatise On 
Pocket-knives. He also took a 
well-informed interest in the 
local product, and was a 
founder member of the board 
of directors of the Napa Valley 
Wine Libraiy, a remarkable 
collection in an outstandingly 
handsome building, for which 
he took none of tbe credit he 
deserved. 

Nicolas Barker 


Gordon Roland Williams, li- 
brarian: bom Ontario, Oregon 26 
July 1914; married 1942 Jane 
Smith (one daughter); died 
Napa, California 15 September 


Sir William Brown 


“Auld Ayr, wham ne’er a toon 
surpasses / For honest men 
. . . Burns had the likes of Bill 
Brown in mind when be wrote 
tbat. 

Educated at Ayr Academy, 
and Edinbuigb University, Bill 
Brown was a natural public 
servant who worked all his life 
in commercial television; and he 
died shortly after retiring as 
Chairman of Scottish Television 
and Chairman of the Scottish 
Arts Council He was as honest 
a man as ever lived. 

He joined Scottish Television, 
as London sales manager, a year 
after the station went on air in 
1957. He became managing di- 
rector in 1966 and remained in 
charge till 1990, the longest serv- 
ing chief executive in Indepen- 
dent Television. When he 
joined, Scottish Television 
(STV)wasin the hands of Roy 
Thomson, who had discovered 
in radio stations in North Amer- 
ica that maximising revenue 
(advertising) and minimising 
cost (programmes) was a sure 
way to a fortune. Thomson in- 
stantly spotted that, since STV 
was then prevented by the TTV 
system from making pro- 
grammes and was forced by the 
big contractors to take the cen- 
tral supply, the formula would 
work here too. His franchise, he 
unguardedly admitted, was “a 
licence to print money". He had 
to go, and went on to own the 
Tones and the Sunday Tunes 
instead. 

By the time Bill Brown re- 
tired as managing director, STV 
bad built on a sure financial 
foundation and expanded, as 
]TV bowed to the pressures that 
insisted that programme 


arrangements should reflect re- 
gional structure. The company 
now played a consistent if mod- 
est role - Taggart, Take the High 
Road ~ in programme supply to 
the network. In this evolution. 
Brown’s wise and careful coun- 
sel counted for much. He twice 
served as chairman of rTVs fed- 
eration. always held in high re- 
gard there by his colleagues. His 
insistence on public obligation, 
and his known integrity and fair- 
ness, ensured that STV kept its 
franchise at eveiy competitive 
round, including the last, when 
a challenge at auction to the in- 
cumbent failed to materialise. 
No one of substance was pre- 
pared to set tbemselves up 
against him. 

Under Brown STV never set 
the heather on fire, defying 
the Sassenach network. But he 
fought his comer well. Today, 
ITV has reverted to a central 
control of scheduling more dra- 
conian even than in the earliest 
days, and ownership is concen- 
trated in even fewer hands. 
STV, so far, survives as a healthy 
independent entity. 

In 1979, with a franchise 
round coming up. Brown com- 
missioned a major film on a 
difficult subject from an inex- 
perienced independent pro- 
ducer — myself. .4 Sense of 
Freedom dealt with the harsh 
prison experience of a violent 
criminal, explicit in detail. 
Glasgow-demotic in speech. 
This was not the safe and ob- 
vious route to franchise re- 
newal Yet Brown backed it, and 
its makers, all the way, even go- 
ing so far - when Glasgow City 
Council jealous of the city’s im- 
age, became obstructive - as to 


take action in the High Court. 
Bill Biown listened; his calm po- 
lite manner dressed an inner 
firmness. When he saw his way 
clear ahead, and made his mind 
up, he stuck to iL 

In the early 1980s, Brown 
served as one of ITVs quasi- 
representative directors on the 
board of the awkward fledgling 
Channel 4. While some in ITV 
muttered imprecations and 
made difficulties, Brown and his 
colleagues offered unqualified 
support. 

His passion was gaff for 
which “ye maun hae a held"; but 
Bill Brown was fond also of the 
arts, and a keen supporter of 
Scottish Opera at the Theatre 
Royal, next door to STVs stu- 
dios. In his retirement be took 
on Lhe thankless task of chair- 
ing Lhe Scottish Arts Council, 
attempting to reconcile con- 
flicting claims for adequate 
shares of inadequate bounty. He 
never complained, but wa r '’ad 
to get out in one piece. 


Brown held honorary doc- 
torates from Strathclyde and 
Edinburgh. He was appointed 
CBE in 1971, awarded by the 
Royal Television Society in 1984 
their highest honour, the Gold 
Medal for Outstanding Ser- 
vices to Television and, last 
year, knighted - in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours List Seeing 
his name in the paper with 
mine, 1 sent him the obvious one 
word letter. “Snap!" Not long 
after, a brain tumour was diag- 
nosed. Prince Philip went out of 
his way to hold an investiture for 
him in Glasgow City Chambers. 

Bill Brown took pride in his 
strong and lively Canadian wife 
Nancy, and his three daughters 
and son, and was cherished 
and supported by them. He wDl 
be more widely missed. 

Jeremy Isaacs 



Brawn: Scottish Television 


William Brown, television exec- 
utive: bom 24 June 1929; Lon- 
don sales manager, Scottish 
Television Ltd 1958-61, sales di- 
rectorial -63, deputy managing 
director 1963-66, managing di- 
rector 1966-90, denutv chair- 
man 1974-91; CBE 1971: 
director, ITN 1972-77; director, 
Scottish Open Theatre Royal 
1974-91; chairman. Council In- 
dependent Television Compa- 
nies Association 1978-80: 
director, Channel Four Co 1980- 
84; chairman, Scottish Amicable 
Life Assurance Society 1989-94; 
chairman, Scottish Television 
pic 1991-96; trustee. National 
Museums of Scotland 1991-92; 
chairman, Scottish A ns Council 
1992-96; Kt 1996; married 1955 
Nancy Hunter (one sort, three 
daughters); died 29 December 
1996. 



'Why her?' An ex-councillor, columnist and magazine contributor; Alma Birk went to the Lords in 1987 


Baroness Birk 


Whenever the date approach- 
es for the nominations of new 
life peers there is some anxiety 
in the upper house about their 
new companions. And when the 
names are announced of thk 
most distinguished of quan- 
goes there is muttering in the 
Bishops' Bar and even in the Li- 
brary. “Why him? Why her?" 
There were no such queries 
when Alma Birk was elevated 
in 1967. She was well known in 
the Labour Party, but more im- 
portantly in public life in several 
spheres. 

She was an experienced mag- 
istrate and especially concerned 
with the problems of juvenile 
crime. She made this the sub- 
ject of her maiden speech. She 
said: “I would like to see a big- 
ger probation service, better 
paid, because a probation offi- 
cer is sometimes the only per- 
son with whom the young 
person can create a stable re- 
lationship, which is absolutely 
essential" And she asked for 
more research into the causes 
of alienation from society of 
many young people - a cruel 
problem still unresolved. 

But this was only one aspect 
of her many-faceted life. She 
and her talented husband Ellis 
(a distinguished lawyer) shared 
a sensitivity for what is vague- 
ly called the arts - for music, 
theatre, ballet, pictures, cinema 
This was not snobbish expen- 
diture but an alertness for the 
encouragement of young un- 
knowns. Their support, both 
personal and financial, for so 
many causes was generous and 
diverse - the open-air theatre 
in their beloved Regent's Park 
for instance, where they lived in 
Hanover Terrace for many 
years. 

She was bora Alma Wilson, 
in 1917. Her parents ran a 
successful greetings cards com- 
pany and unlike some contem- 
porary politicians she never 
pretended to have any roots in 
personal poverty. What she 
and Ellis Birk (they married in 
1939) cared about most was that 
other people should be able 
to enjoy all things good and 
beautiful and not be blinded 
by poverty or disability. Perhaps 
they were the heirs of William 
Morris and Bernard Shaw. 
Certainly thev both supported 
the Fabian Society for many 
years. 

Alma's commitments in what 
is now called a caring society 
were only one side of her ex- 
hausting life. There was much 
personal quiet kindness and 


generosity which remained 
anonymous. 

I first met Alma Birk in 1953. 
I was down the drain because 
my husband. Dr S.W. Jeger, MP 
for Holbom and St Pancras, had 
died suddenly in his eariy fifties. 
I was a candidate for the by- 
election and somehow I had to 
live between the funeral and 
polling day. Transport House 
appealed for volunteers from 
beyond the constituency for 
what was regarded a marginal 
battle. One morning a slim 
young woman more elegantly 
dressed and with a cleaner car 
than was usual appeared outside 
our Somers Town committee 
rooms. The loudspeaker on her 
car actually worked and her 
voice was the most attractive on 
her rounds. And her thought- 
fulness included ensuring that 
the miserable candidate had 
something to eat - especially on 
polling day. 

Of course Alma knew about 
election strain. She fought three 
times without success (Ruislip- 
Northwood once, in 1950, and 
Portsmouth West twice, in 
1951 and 1955). After these 
personal disappointments she 
never grudged helping other 
candidates to win. 

After graduating at the Lon- 
don School of Economics she 
successfully fought fora seat on 
Finchley Borough Council 
(Thatcher country) and be- 
came leader of the Labour 
group. But politics were only 
part of her life. She wanted to 
write. She told me that she felt 
as if there was printer’s ink in 
her veins. Her first job after 
leaving the LSE was as a colum- 
nist on the Daily Herald. She was 
no dilettante - she was strict 
about deadlines, accurate in 
research, and always fair in 
judgement. 

This led on in the Sixties to 
her appointment as associate 
editor of the exciting, venture- 
some magazine Nova. It was 
successful in iLs time but times 
outgrew it in the view of the 
backers. 

There must have been some 
kind of dynamo within Alma 
Birk’s slim frame. She cared lov- 
ingly for her family (two chil- 
dren and six grandchildren) 
and for friends famous and un- 
known. Somehow, she man- 
aged to cope with too long a list 
of commitments to record. But 
her work included being a Gov- 
ernor at LSE, a prison visitor at 
Holloway, a member of the 
Howard League for Penal Re- 
form, the Theatres Trust and 


Holocaust Memorial Commit- 
tee; and in 1969 she was ap- 
pointed chairman of the Health 
Education Council - a full- 
time job which never provided 
any excuse for neglecting the 
many other responsibilities, 
which included generous 
hospitality. 

In the House of Lords she 
was appointed Baroness in 
Whiting (government whip) and 
then to the Department of the 
Environment as Parliamentaty 
Under-Secretary of State in 
1974 and in 1979 as Minister of 
State to the Privy Council. She 
was happiest as the chief op- 
position frontbench spokesman 
on the arts, libraries, heritage, 
and broadcasting. Hie long list 
never daunted her and every 
speech was carefully researched 
and clearly expressed. 

For people who didn't know 
Alma Birk this must seem to 
convey a serious laity - too good 
to be true. Nobody was less like 
an academic good-doer. She 
was always good company, wit- 
ty, amusing and friendly. She 
never forgot to ask about ailing 
colleagues and to follow up 
their needs without telling We 
have missed her in the House 
for some time. But on three-line 
whips her frail figure walking 
with a stick was to be found 
chatting her lively way through 
the division lobby when some 
others would have stayed away 
because of lesser ailments. 

In the House of Lords we are 
short of noble ladies with 
gleaming. Rossetti gold-auburn 
hair and a serene countenance 
together with a rare combina- 
tion of brains, elegance, warmth 
and experience. Alma Birk left 
us loo soon. 

Lena Jeger 

Alma Lillian Wilson, journalist 
and politician: bom 22 Septem- 
ber 1917: leader of Labour group, 
Finchley Borougfi Council 1950- 
53; Associate Editor. Nova 1965- 
69; created 1967 Baroness Birk; 
Chairman, Health Education 
Council 1969-72; Baroness-in- 
Waiting 1974; Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State, De- 
partment of the Environment 
1974-79; Minister of State, Privy- 
Council Office 1979; Opposition 
frontbench spokesman on the en- 
\inanment 1979-86, arts, libraries, 
h eritage and broadcasting 1986- 
93; President, dissociation of. -in 
Institutions 1984-96; President, 
Craft .Arts Design .Association 
1984-90; married 1939 Ellis Berk 
[ one son, one daughter); died 
London 29 December 1996. 


Krishnarao 

Shelvankar 


Krishnarao Shelvankar had 
three careers, spanning 
nearly five decades - political £ 
philosopher and intellectual, 
journalist and then diplomat 

As an intellectuaL he suc- 
cessfully challenged established 
political philosophy in the Thir- 
ties and Forties in England 
through two influential books. 
His Problems of India (1940), a 
brilliant critique of colonial 
rule, was one of the first books 
written by an Indian author to 
be published by Penguin. It 
was banned in India, then un- 
der British rule but, undaunted, 
Shelvankar went on to challenge 
Aldous Huxley's famous Ends 
or Means? (1937), forcefully 
responding with Ends are 
Means. Both books earned him 
kudos and influenced an entire 
generation of political leaders 
living under colonial bondage. 

As the London correspon- 
dent for the Hindu newspaper 
for 26 years, Shelvankar pro- 
vided an incisive and analytical 
insight into the newly emerging 
world order after decolonisation 
in the Fifties and Sixties, and an 
individual coverage of the Met- ^ 
nam war. Thereafter he served 
as India’s consul general at 
Hanoi and then as ambassador 
to the erstwhile Sovier Union 
and Norway. 

Whilst greatly influenced by 
Marxism, Shelvankar was a 
genuine sodalisL drawn intel- 
lectually to oppose colonialism. 

He joined the India League in 
London, then at the forefront 
of India's independence move- 
ment, and remained a member 
till he died. He was also influ- 
enced by Harold Laski, under 
whom he studied at the London 
School of Economics, and by 
Krishna Menon, one of India's 
best-known Leftist intellectuals, 
the founder of the India League 
and Penguin Books, India, and 
later independent India’s first 
high commissioner in London. 

Krishnarao Shelvankar was 
born in Madras, in 1906, into 
an upper-class Maharashtrian 
family and educated at the 
Tbeosophical School founded 
by Annie Besant and Giddu 
Krishnamurthy. After gradual- ^ 
ing locally he did his doctoral 
thesis on “The Idea of Equali- 
ty" at the University of Wis- 
consin, Madison, in 1929. and 
then went to the LSE. 

He joined the Hindu , south- 
ern India’s best-established pa- 
per, in 1942 as their London 
correspondent retiring 26 years 
later. For some two years in be- 
tween he was press adviser to 
Jawaharlal Nehru, independent 
India's first prime minister, and 
was often called upon to rep- 
resent his country at interna- 
tional forums like the United 
Nations. In 1968, he was sent as 


The 



Shelvankar: ends are means 

India's consul general to North 
Vietnam, a country whose cause 
he had espoused sympatheti- 
cally as a journalist Three years 
later he became India’s am- 
bassador to the Soviet Union 
and, later, Norway before re- 
tiring in 1978 and settling in 
London. 

Although a permanent resi- 
dent in England, returning 
home infrequently, Shelvankar 
retained his Indian citizenship. 
But on his occasional visits 
home he was shocked by India's 
poverty, disappointed that so 
little had been achieved after 
independence. 

Enldip Singh 

Krishnarao Shelvankar. journal- 
ist and diplomat: bom Madras 3 
March 1906 ; London corre- 
spondent, the Hindu 1942-68 ; In- 
dian consul general. Hanoi 
1968-71, ambassador to die So- 
viet Union 1971-75, ambassador 
to Norway 1975-78; died London 
19 November 1996. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


THOMAS: Ambler Reginald Thomas 
CMG. on 30 Dec e mb er 199b. aged 33. 
peacefully al Pttcrbayes Nursing 
Home, Exeter. Much-Iovcd husband 
of Diana, brother of Rosalie, and 
lather of Philippa. Jeremy, Juliet. 
Anthea and Qinman. Funeral service 
at St Giles. CWdeocfc. Dorse L on Fri- 
day 10 January al 1 1 JOam. followed 
by cremation at Exeter and Devon 
Crematorium at 3.30pm. Family 
flowers preferred; donations, if de- 
sired. to Voluntary Service Over- 
seas, 317 Putney Bridge Road. 
London SW15 2TN. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 2011. 


Birthdays 

Brigadier Sir John Anstey, former 
President, National Savings Com- 
mittee, 90; Mr David Atherton, 
music director, Hong Kong Philhar- 
monic Orchestra, S3: Mr John Barn- 
borough, former Principal. Linacre 
College. Oxford, 76; Mr Michael Bar- 
rail, television presenter. 69; Mr 
Victor Borgc, musician and come- 
dian, 88: Mr Keith Brockman. Gen- 
eral Secretary. Iron and Steel Trades 
Confederation, 59; Sir Robin Butler. 
Secretary of the Cabinet and Head 
of the Cbnl Service. 59: Professor Sir 
Bryan Carsberg, Secretary General, 
International Accounting Standards 
Committee, 58; Mr Fran Cotton, for- 
mer rugby international 49; Sir 
AJastair Forbes, former judge. 89; Mr 
Mel Gibson, actor, 41; Mr Richard 
HardxuyTenjson, Lord-lieutenant of 
Gwent, 72; Sir Roy Harding, educa- 
tionist, 73; Mr Robert Hughes MP, 

64; Mr John Paul Jones, rock musi- 


cian and producer, 51: Admiral Sir 
Michael La yard, former Second Sea 
Lord, Chief of Naval Personnel, 61; 
Miss Anya Linden (Lady Sainsbuiy 
or Preston Can clover), former balle- 
rina, 64; Sir Geoige Martin, chair- 
man, AIR group. 7lr Mr Eric 
Mart lew MP, 48; Sir Carol Mather, 
former MP, 78; Mr Siegmund Nis- 
scL former member of the Amadeus 
Quarter. 75; Sir John Ridded, leaner 
royal equerry, 63; Miss Eirlys 
Roberts, former deputy director, 
Consumers’ Association, 86; Mr 
Graham Ross Russell, chairman. 
Securities Institute, 63; Mr Robert 
Steedman, architect, 68; Mr Matthew 
Taylor MP, 34; Mr John Thaw, actor, 
55; Mr David Vine, BBC sports 
commentator. 61. 

Anniversaries 
Births: M a. i.n5 Thllius Cicero, ora- 
tor ami statesman, 106 BC; Pietro 
Antonio Meto&tasio. poet, 1698; 


Jean- Baptiste Madoo, painter and 
lithographer, 1796: Douglas William 
Jemold, playwright and humorist 
1803; Antoine-Thomson d’Abbadie. 
explorer, 1SL0; Robert Whitehead, 
inventor of the naval torpedo, 1 823; 
Sir Janies Jebusa Shannon, pointer, 
1862; Henry Handel Richardson 
fElhel Florence Richardson), nov- 
elist 1870; Clement Richard Attlee, 
first Earl Attlee, statesman. 1883; 
Herbert Stanley Morrison, Baron 
Morrison of Lambeth, statesman, 
1888; John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, 
writer, 1892; Ray M Aland (Reginald 
Truscocr- Jones), actor, 1907. Deaths: 
Beatrice d*Este, Duchess of Milan, 
diplomat and patron of the arts. 1497: 
Jeremiah Horroeks, astronomer. 
1641; Luca Giordano, painter, 1705: 
Josiah Wedgwood, potter. 1795; 
Bartholomew Elliott George War- 
burton (Eliot Wart) tm on), novelist, 
1852; Rachel (Elisa Felix), actress, 
1S5S; Pierre-Atinnase Larousse, ed- 
itor and encyclopaedist 1875; Eliz- 


abeth Palmer Peabody, educationist 
and pioneer of kindergartens, 1894; 
William Joyce (“Lord Haw-Haw"), 
traitor, executed 1946: Conrad 
Nicholson Hilton, hotel magnate. 
1979. On this dap Martin Luther u,as 
excommunicated, 1521; George 
Washington defeated the British 
army at the Battle of Princeton, 
1777; work on the Brooklyn -New 
York bridge began. 1870; Marsha] 
Francisco Serrano became dictator 
of Spain, 1874; the Siege of Sidney 
Street look place, when anarchists led 
by “Peter the Painter" were be- 
sieged by the police in the East End 
of London, 1911: lhe price of bread 
in London was raised to 9d (nine old 
pence) for a 41b loaf, 1916; Howard 
Carter discovered the sarcophagus in 
the tomb ofTuiankhiunua, 1924; Sir 
Edmund Hillary reached the South 
Pole. 1958; Alaska became the 
49th of the United Slates, 1959. To- 
day is the Feast Day of Si Anthems, 
pope. St Bcrtilia of Mareuil. St 


Genevieve or Genovefa and St Pe- 
ter Balsam. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman Goady. 
“Victims of Anonymity (i): followers 
of Giorgione. Homage to a Poet”, 
lpm. 

Wills 

Hie Hon Simon Andrew Wdnstock, 
of London SW7, the businessman 
and racehorse owner, left estate val- 
ued at £47.398.765 net. 

Sir Rodney Geoffrey Swiss, of Pin- 
ner. Middlesex, President, General 
Dental Council 1974-79, left estate 
valued at £600,645 net. 

Derek Chuppc Sidcbottom, of 
Malmesbury. Wiltshire, left estate val- 
ued at £3.6(14,036 net. 

Cecil Robert Low, of East Mnlcscy. 
Surrey, left estate valued at 
JZU97J45 net. 


Institute of Physics 
The following have been elected 
Fellows of the Institute of Physics: 
Prolemr Alevnulre Akxuidrav. Lnughhnr- 
Diuverdly: Dr Martin Anthony. De- 
pun muni or Trade and Indisuy. London; 
Pmfutour Nuno Ayres de Compels. Umvcr^i- 
ly »f Cnimbm. Kaluga!; Dr KunMo Chun;. 
Ajcxi Univunuty, Korea: Dr Peter Cosenev. 
Schtiunbrrpur Cambridge Research. Cam- 
hndgu; Mr Raymond Ciaikuw. Corwuliaiu. 
Farnham. Surrey: Profcatur Graham Davie. 
British lulccoitimunicalioii Labunioriu*. tp- 
mtch.Su nolle Dr fturr Dennis. Detemx Re- 
search Agwn.y Mokcm. Worcestershire 
Professor Pcler Damon, Imperial College, 
London; Mr Kenneth Freeman, lormert) of 
Philip. Bocoreh Laboratories. Redhill. Sur- 
rujr Mr Derek Fry. Leeds Grammar School; 
Dr Malcolm Gmr. Exituch Ltd. Long Han- 
bornugh. OrtinHure: Mi Than if H£B, Tainlim 
SchonL Snmcrs.4. Mr M. Afcnnn Khan. Of- 
fice lor Standards m Education. London: Pro- 
fesw Stuart Imr*. North East Wales Intitule. 
Wrexham. CJwyd: Dr AUikdi lAkhiafcu. 
IVnnsylvjmj Stale Umwniiy. 

Mr David Niirrie. hlLmglon f Jprmruc., St 
•Voph. Ovwd: Dr Igor N,.rvjL NjUimal Uni- 
term}' .4 Singapore; Pnfiwsir Emmanuel 
Ki-ieneher, Tb-mvim - CJiF •' LCR. Orwy. 


France; Professor Tbom» SrmilL U Trot* 
University. Victoria, AuflraBa: Protcwor Ken- 
neifi Snowdon. U nivereily of Ne wt-rSle ujvn 
Tynrs Dr Ralph Thtam. OmtBehS VJmwiwy- 
Bedfordshire; Dr Genii Wader Loan^ Darcs- 
buiy Laboratory. Wfrrring«y _>was wr 
Martin Wybourrie. UnHatUS otOteffHL 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may ^ 

telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 149pm. 

United Synagogues: «8M£ *** 
era lion of Synagogues 8181-202 2243 - 

Unkm of Liberal and Pn*r*»iw Syn- 
agaguesr 0171-580 

Ropues oT Grot Brtiauu •J 81 ' 3 *? 4 'fr 
Spanish and P artugd«* Jf* 8 
gatioiu 0171-239 25*1 N«J 
Synagogue (Mosortfr 0171-328 
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Changing of the Guard 
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The end of Empire will test our good faith 



T his year is already marked out 
22? of ^ eat significance for 
?r% , Zu^ and not j“* because of 

th e forthcoming election. In June 

Hong Kong, the last colony of any 
great strategic or economic import- 
ance, ts to be handed back to China 
after more than ISO years under the 
: Union flag. 

, It isamomentous step in the his- 
toiyofHong Kong, once derided by 
Lord Iralmerston as a barren little 
island, now one of the world’s lead- 
ing financial centres. But it is also a 
landmark for Britain. Once Hong 
Kong goes, there remains only a dus- 
ter of Islands — once strategically 
important, now just dots in the 
oceans of the the globe. 

Empire was always regarded by its 
proponents as a mirror in which the 
British could see reflected their 
glory, their moral superiority and 
their strength. We have another 
chance to show what we are made of 
this year - because the transfer of 
llong Kong, perhaps more than any 
other decolonisation, carries grave 
risks for the people of the colony. 

W There have been signs over the 
past few weeks that the Government 
is prepared to demonstrate some 
spine. It has loudly said that China’s 
plans to impose a provisional legis- 
lature on Hong Kong go ag ains t the 
spirit and the letter of the Joint Dec- 
laration setting out the terms for the 


transfer of sovereignty. Governor 
Chris Patten, in his interview with 
The Independent today, is at pains to 
point out that Hong Kong’s demo- 
crats must play a role in the territory 
after the hand-over. 

But as important as the detail - 
more so - is that Britain continues 
to focus on Hong Kong, keeping its 
eyes on the Chinese-appointed 
authorities and their Peking masters. 
The omens are not good here. The 
British have drifted out of empire, 
rarely focusing on the problems we 
have caused, rarely aware of the con- 
tinued existence of those places 
where once we ruled. 

A hundred years ago. Queen Vic- 
toria celebrated her Diamond 
Jubilee with a vast display of impe- 
rial might in a country that ruled a 
quarter of the globe. Tbday, we are 
barely aware that it ever existed. 
Apart from the names of streets and 
pubs that commemorate imperial 
battles or heroes, an immig rant pop- 
ulation that came from the colonies 
and found a cold welcome, and a 
taste for an oriental beverage which 
we defile with millr, there is not much 
on the surface to show that we were 
once an imperial nation. 

Beneath the surface, however, 
there is a lot. Our economy is built 
on the networks stitched together by 
empire. Most of our great institu- 
tions - from the banks to the BBC - 
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bear its imprint. Our literature is full 
of it, from the historical to the pre- 
sent day. Our cuisine, in kitchens or 
high-street restaurants, is a testa- 
ment to empire, as is our language, 
with its bungalows, its pyjamas and 
its running amok. The very creation 
of the idea of Britishness owes much 
to the imperial experience, as Linda 
Colley points out in her study, 
Britons. 

Above all, there is our attitude to 
the rest of the world, a curious mix- 
ture of arrogance, indifference and 
post-imperial insecurity. AH too 


often, we still subconsciously see 
the world in terms that we have 
inherited from the 19th century. 

Imperious still, despite our fall 
from grace, we rarely heed Kipling's 
hubristic warning: ‘‘Lest we forget - 
lest we forget!” We have forgotten; 
the achievements of empire, and 
the atrocities, all have been relegated 
to the history books, if there. Ail that 
remains is a kind of Merchant Ivory 
version, restaurants called “A Taste 
of the Raj”, or Rhodes on the telly. 
We are a nation that has effaced our 
history and replaced it with a '‘Her- 


itage” version - more palatable, less 
controversial, less colourful. 

Later this year, we have a chance 
to make amends and to show that the 
links forged by culture, by trade and 
by history still mean something. 
Emergency help for Hong Kong dis- 
sidents and ethnic minorities must be 
considered as a last-minute possi- 
bility. But that should be only the 
start. 

Britain is to host a Common- 
wealth Heads of Government meet- 
ing in Edinburgh in October, the first 
time such a meeting has been held 
here for 20 years. It is perhaps fitting 
that the Commonwealth will meet 
after the Conservatives are likely to 
have lost the election, ending nearly 
20 years of Tory rule. For all their 
imperial baggage, first picked up by 
Disraeli in his Crystal Palace speech 
of 1872, the Conservatives have 
shown scant interest in the former 
colonies since the end of empire 
(beside the ocassional rumble over 
die white colonial Elites). 

Aid to the Commonwealth nations 
has been cut, their interests have rou- 
tinely been ignored, and Margaret 
Thatcher rarely thought it worth her 
while to listen to the views of her 
peers when they met. It is to be 
hoped that will change under a new 
government 

One of the first tasks that a new 
Foreign Secretary will be asked to 


perform is to attend the Hong Kong 
hand-over. If things go wrong, then 
or in the aftermath of Chinese rule, 
it will be up to - perhaps - Robin 
Cook to make sure that Britain's 
voice is heard, and respected. The 
empire may have gone, but the 
post-imperial responsibilities are 
still there. 

The millennium? 
You just missed it 

S o we ve missed it. According to 
Christian academics. Jesus must 
have been bom in or before 4BC. The 
mix-up was, it turns out perpetrated 
by a monk, Dionysus Exiguus. in 664. 
Thus the “rear new millennium 
began in 1996. The monk's lapse of 
concentration will cast a small cloud 
0 . over the frantic money- 
raising for the coming millennium 
party. In fact, of course, we are really 
celebrating the survival of ourselves, 
the human race, without whose count- 
ing there would be no tally of years. 
At the same time, we should be'look- 
iug at our behaviour and asking: but 
for how much longer ? Here, at least, 
old Exiguus bas~done us a small 
favour: those who believed that 2,000 
years of Christ in the world had some 
magical significance and meant The 
End have already been proved wrong. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Empathy the 
key to debate 
on abortion 

Sir. At the heart of the debate on 
abortion is how to deal with an 
always tragic conflict of interests 
between the mother and the 
unborn child. Almost all can 
empathise with the plight of the 
_ mother, and hence me general 
'It consensus on her right to choose; 
however, many also, empathise with 
the child, especially at the later 
stages of development 
From Polly Tbyn bee’s comments 
( 1 January), one can only deduce 
she is unwilling or unable to 
countenance the latter at any stage; 
viability, she declares, should not 
be considered in determining the 
time limit on abortion. And she 
even claims that the issues axe so 
crystal clear that even pro-lifers are 
half-hearted in their protests. 

So come on, Ms Toynbee, 
explain. What are these supposedly 
self-evident truths about the nature 
of the unborn child? Please spell 
out the universally agreed stages in 
development at which a foetus Is 
granted no rights/some rights/full 
human rights. Do you believe there 
are any circumstances in which 
society should deny a woman the 
right to an abortion, even up to full 
term? 

It is precisely this inability or 
refusal to empathise with others - 
■\ particularly society's victims — 

® which is seen in other contexts as a 
major cause of the disintegration of 
social cohesion and the rise in 
violence. And it is a lack of 
-empathy which drives the US pro- 
life extremists -with whom Ms ■ 
Toynbee claims to sympathise - to 
acts of violence, and which, 
thankfully, is absent in this country. 
MANUS HENRY 

Oxford 

Sir: Those proposing that the 
criminal law is applied to abortion 
present evidence which does not 
accord with the memories of those 
who practised medicine prior to the 
present Act. Bouncing babies 
adopted by loving parents didecst; 
but all too common were infected 
and sometimes dying women who 
had obtained an abortion in the 

backstreets- .. , ._ 

Jj is an illusion to think that 

prohibiting abortion 
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Stroll into the 
new millennium 

Sin As I read -and sympathised 
with - the hopes of Lord Rogers for 
the Millennium Dome (interview, 
23 December) I wondered if it 
would not be more daring, and 
more sensible, to spend millions, 
hundreds of millions, on 
1 transforming central London — 
even briefly- into a car-free zone. 

World’s Largest Pedestrian 
City? Millennium Festival: Biggest 
Street Fair Ever? What would a 
season of traffic-free London 
produce in terms of visitors, 
events, and defining London as the 
city of the future? What would 
£700m buy? A week? A month? Six 
months? And what if h included 
imaginative transformations of 
Trafalgar Square, Matylebone 
Road, the Mall, Oxford Street . 
Tfemporary constructions, 

happenings, performance spaces, 

Sa T^Exhibition of 1851 was 
partly about thing? to come. It fired 
the imagination, drawing the 
curious from around the world. It 
was hugely successful, and 

transformed London. 

What worked then doesn’t work 
now. Faith in technology has 

eroded. Architectural monuments 

W^ua&oflifemless 

tangible ihings^.bme^opra 
sSace, peace and quiet, a healthy 
%viro£nent and a senseof 
common purpose. A bold step m 
Sat direction would agam brag 
people from around the worM- L 

S mark the start of another 


Knights do battle 
for the theatre 

Sin It is splendid that Alan 
Ayckbourn and Richard Eyre have 
both been knighted. The regional 
theatre in Britain has long 
honoured them both for Uieir 
contribution to it and their 
redoubtable defence of it. 

Sir Alan’s battle in Scarborough 
(“Why Ayckbourn will fight on for 
his theatre", 31 December) is 
indeed representative of several 
last-ditch stands that will take place 
this spring as the effects of central 
government’s standstill grant to the 
Arts Council and its annual cuts to 
local councils come through the 
pipeline. 

For every one of the past five 
years regional theatres have 
warned that they are cutting the 
number of plays they produce, the 
number of actors they employ, the 
adventurousness of their 
prog rammin g and their valuable 
services in education and training. 
We are being forced to diminish the 
many roles we play, from helping to 
create more cohesive local 
c ommuni ties through to 
underpinning the commercial 
theatre. 

This latter role has been fully 
acknowledged by our most 
successful commercial producer, 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh. Now we 
have two more knights in the field. 
We’ll need them more than ever in 
the dangerous weeks ahead when 
local councils and the Arts Council 
take their onerous decisions, while 
the Government turns a blind eye 


to the damage it is doing to Lhe 
health and wealth of the nation. 
PHILIP HED LEY 
Artistic Director 
Theatre Rcyal Stratford East 
London E15 

Sir Sir Edward Elgar, Sir Michael 
Tippett, Sir William Walton, Lord 
Webber. Enough said. 

DAVID MOORE 
Ipswich 


Intrusion at the 
prison gate 

Sin The allegations by members of 
the probation service of intrusive 
body-searching (“Union acts over jaD 
searches of visitors", 28 December) 
are alarming. I write as a former 
member of the probation service, of 
the Probation Inspectorate, and as 
one who currently has extensive 
contact with probation officers 
throughout the country. 

Over the years, I have never 
encountered any reported incidents 
among members of the service that 
the woo Department seems so 
keen to prevent- I d the past two or 
three years I have been an occaaonal 
official visitor to a maximuro-seairity 
prison in a neighbouring county. 
These visits have been made to 
probation staff and not to prisoners. 
Nevertheless, although I have not 
been searched in the intimate 
fashion so rightly complained of by 
probation officers, every item in 
one s possession has to be removed, 
and on one occasion my pen was 
unscrewed; on another a small naD- 


fOe safely lodged in a comb case had 
to be left at the gate. Not even high- 
risk airlines such as El A1 go 10 such 
lengths. At the prison in question a 
costly system of identity cards for 
visitors was introduced, only to be 
abandoned for technical reasons; this 
would not, however, have obviated 

the regular searching procedures. 

I am fully in favour of rigorous 
measures to prevent escapes and 
the introduction of contraband 
items, if these are applied in a 
disc riminatin g fashion and with an 
adequate understanding of risk- 
assessmenL In view of current 
prison over-crowding the Prison 
Department can 31 afford to 
alienate professionals like 
probation officers who can often 
help to defuse tensions. 

Professor H PRINS 
Midlands Centre for Criminology 
and Criminal Justice 
Loughborough C/niversitv 
Leicestershire 


Happy dogs in 
quarantine 

Sir. It seems dear that the 
discussion on rabies and quarantine 
rules (“Quarantine laws on the dog 
house", 13 December) is to be 
clouded by an anthropomorphic 
argument as follows: “I would hate 
to face six months solitary 
confinement: therefore my dog 
suffers as I would" 

This is not necessarily true. Can 
a dog appreciate time -especially a 
future duration of six months? 

I was for some time in veterinary 


davidp.apadopoulos 
London N4 
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charge of quarantine kennels, and 
observed the behaviour of many 
dogs. They settled down at once to 
regular meals (maybe better 
balanced than at home!), regular 
exercise and what we would call 
“boredom”. Of course, when their 
owners visited, they exhibited 
transports of excitement and joy, 
yet as soon as the visitors were out 
of sight, sound and smell, the dog 
would settle down to “do its tune” 
at once. I saw no evidence of pining. 

Since those days I have had to 
deal with a good few cases of rabies 
and suspected rabies when in the 
tropics, and I continue to support 

our quarantine regulations for the 

sake of animals which could be 

exposed to this terrible death, wild 
life put at the same risk, and of 
owners and others having 10 deal 
with rabid dogs. 

BRENDAN HALPIN MRCVS 
Omribury, Oxfordshire 


Rape trauma 

Sir: Remarks attributed to 
Professor Joan Freeman (“Years of 
trauma for rape victims”, 30 
December) are factually incorrect 
Long-term psychological disorder 
is not an inevitable consequence of 
rape. Not all rape victims feel 
guilty. Children are not necessarily 
more resilient than adults. 
Treatment does not have to be 
given daily for a year. 

These comments can only 

further depress women who are 
coping with the consequences of 
sexual assault, and dissuade them 
from seeking the effective and 
relatively brief treatments which 
are available. 

Dr JAMES THOMPSON 
Director, Traumatic Stress Clinic 
London B 7 


Stupid machine 
is no threat 

Sir Andrew Wyatt's letter ( 31 
December) caused much mirth at 
our breakfast table. Only last week, 
we look delivery of a new word- 
processor and found ourselves 
muttering a number of words not to 
be found in its vocabulary. This 
machine of infinite self-satisfaction 
speaks no tongue but its own, and 
can never answer questions like 
“Why are you asking me to close 
documents 1 am not aware of 
having opened?” 

Machines may have brains, if 
these really are only a “mass of 
electrochemical switches", but they 
are totally and boringly lacking in 
persoDaiiiy. If we had had a human 
teacher to explain our new machine 
to us last week, instead of a set of 
inflexible mechanical responses, we 
should not have missed the last post 
on Christmas Eve. I never cease to 
wonder at the naivety of scientists 
who keep on hoping that one day 
their dolls will turn out to be a 1/ve. 
DORAINE POTTS 
Oxford 

Sir Andrew Wyatt, envisaging a 
world taken over by artificial 
intelligence, seems to be content 
with the idea that some time in the 
near future the human race will be 
treated in the same way as it 
curreDtiy treats chimpanzees. 

I do not look forward to a day 
when people are kept in small 
cages with no room to exercise and 
may be used for vivisection. A 
Brave New Future? I don't think 
so. 

SWROE 

Birmingham 

Sin Andrew Wyatt, in his image of 
our future on some earthlike 
nature reserve, mentions that we 
would be protected and safe. Us? 
Get a grip. It is the rest of the 
universe that would be protected 
and safe. 

JOHN ATHANAStOU 
London N9 


Slow train 

Sir Roger Cowell (letter, 3 1 
December) complains with reason 
about the train service from 
Oxford. A service such as he 
experienced sends a message to its 
customers: “We are unreliable and 
do not care about you. Please do 
not use our trains." 

However, the Oxford train 
service was notoriously poor even 
before privatisation; hence the 
successful coach services which now 
compete with the trains between 
Oxford and London. By contrast. 
South West Trains* services from 
Hampshire to London were good 
before privatisation, and remain so 
(same trains, mostly the same staff). 
Privatisation seems to have had 
little effect on service quality either 
wav, so far. 

JOHN STANNING 
Winchester 

Omen for Major? 

Sir As we enter a general election 
year, it may be of interest to recall 
what Salisbury said to Balfour 
about a failing Disraeli 
administration. 

As head of a Cabinet his fault was want 
of firmness. The chiefs of Departments 
goi their own way 100 much. The Cab- 
inet as whole got it too little, and this 
necessarily followed from having at the 
bead of affairs a statesman whose only 
final political pruKijde was that the Par- 
ty must on no account be broken up, and 
who shrank tterefore from exercising C&- 
ercion on any of his subordinates. 
PHILIP GOLDENBERG 
Woking. Surrey 
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Rich men behaving badly 


S eventeen years ago. 
when Scottish devo- 
lution went down the 
Suwannee and Mar- 
garet Thatcher 
steamed in to power, I made my 
excuses and left. I had been 
offered Lhe newly created chair 
in British studies at the Uni- 
versity of Tubingen. Germany. 

One of the other contenders 
was Dr Alan Sked of the Lon- 
don School of Economics. Like 
some university character in 
Anthony P0vvelTs Dance to the 
Music of Time , encountered 
subsequently in a new and 
implausible guise. Dr Sked 
(another Scot, but let that pass) 
is these days the supremo of the 
United Kingdom Independence 
Party, sworn foe of the federal 
Europe that he seemingly was- 
n’t too worried about in 1979. 
Sked's outfit is a Reliant Robin 
in the national salvation stakes, 
but has scored first blood in a 
contest that looks like outdoing 
Toiy-Labour or even Toiy-Toiy 
for all-out venom. 

One John Bostock, North- 
west regional organiser of Sir 
James Goldsmith’s Referen- 
dum Party, has fled to Sked, 
claiming that Goldsmith's is a 
Potemkin party, “an empty 
shell ... run tty amateurs". As 
a former Conservative agent, 
he should know what he is talk- 


Stranger than fiction: squabbling luminaries of the anti-European parties, headed by a wild-eyed 
Sir James Goldsmith, remind Christopher Harvie of some outlandish characters from literature 


ing about, but I don't intend to 
intrude on the private grief of 
Anglo-Britain. The alluring 
thing about the clash of patri- 
ots is its entertainment value. 

Watching Goldsmith and his 
Referendum Party - recycled 
Thatched te headh angers and 
golden-thighed blondes out of 
neQo! cavorting before the Vic- 
tor Meldrew fan club of 
Godaiming - is certainly more 
fun than John and Tony inton- 
ing Christian morality. But have 
we been here before? 

Those staring china-blue 
eyes. Fleming's Goldfinger had 
’em. But he was dwarfish, red- 
haired and wore plus fours. 
Staring out of Goldsmith's sun- 
wrinkled skull, they reminded 
me more of Jeremy Bentham's 
head, in that hatbox in Univer- 
sity College London- Bang on 
for fanaticism, but very dead. 

Or Buchan’s Dominic Med- 
ina in The Three Hostages ? 
Hemispherical skull right, eyes 
right, Tory party background 
right But Medina was Irish, not 
much taken with the Great 
British public a proto-Eura- 
crat, for sure. 


Go back a bit. Disraeli's 
Sidonia, out of Co ning sby ? Jew- 
ish, cosmopolitan, been there, 
seen that, knew them, and 
could buy the lot given time 
and inclination. Disraeli himself 
managed to put the Ibry party 
out of the political miming for 
nearly 30 years, after he went 
for Peel’s jugular over Free 
Trade in 1846. Hmm 

Think of the Goldsmith 
entourage, and remember a 
scabrous but entertaining series 
of novels by Simon Raven:.4£ny 
for Oblivion, Friends in Low 
Places, The Rich fry Late, Places 
RTiere They Sing, Bring Forth the 
Body. This was a public-school 
world inhabited almost exclu- 
sively by FI ashmans, in which 
various louche customers - mil- 
itary men, gamblers, journalists, 
academics and straightforward 
shits of heO - sallied out of toxic 
versions of the Drones Oub and 
the Spectator. 

For a decade they wheeled 
and dealed entertainingly in 
Macmillan's and Wilson’s Eng- 
land, combating “the malice of 
time, chance and the rest of the 
human race”. And despite this. 


Advertisement 


Seven out of ten 
in the UK die 
without a Will 


F ew people expect 
to pass away in 
the near future — 
most of us have every 
expectation of going on 
for years. Perhaps this is 
the reason seven out of 
ten people in this country 
die without ever making 
a Will. 

There are other reasons 
of course. Will making 
is often thought to be 
time-consuming and 
complicated — this is 
not always the case. 
Sometimes there are 
issues which are difficult 
to discuss witb family 
members. 

Others assume that, 
even without a Will, 
when they die, their 
wife or husband will 
automatically inherit 
all their money and 
possessions. 

Not true. 

M aking a Will — 
and keeping it 
up to date — is 
essential to safeguard 
your loved ones. 

If you are married, your 
property may not 
necessarily pass in its 
entirety to your husband 
or wife, unless you make 
a Will leaving him or 
her everything. 


If you are unmarried, 
none of your property 
will pass to your 
surviving partner 
unless you make a WBL 

If you die without 
leaving a Will, the 
law provides that certain 
relatives. including 
brothers, sisters, parents, 
cousins, aunts and uncles 
might be entitled to your 
estate. It leaves a horrible 
mess — at a time when 
the people you leave 
behind, and hoped to be 
able to support, are least 
able to cope. 

When you marry, any 
Will you made previously 
may become null and void. 
If you divorce, any 
provision made for your 
previous . spouse is 
cancelled. The birth of a 
child or a death in the 
family could mean you 
should amend an existing 
Will. A significant increase 
or reduction in the value of 
your personal assets could 
require an amendment to 
any existing Will. If you 
die without leaving a Will 
and you have no relatives, 
your entire estate will go 
to the government. 

Making a Will — and 
keeping it up to date — is 
absolutely vital if you want 
to ensure that the needs of 


your loved ones are catered 
for in the event of your 
death. 

Have you made a 
Will? Is your Will up 
to date? 

WWF have published a 
free guide to Will making 
which outlines, clearly the 
issues you need to bear in 
mind when preparing a 
Will and explains some of 
the more confusing jargon 
associated with Wills and 
bequests. 

It also describes how you 
can go about making a 
bequest to charity — in 
particular WWF-UK. 

Remember, having an 
out-of-date Will is little 
better than having no Will 
at alL This free booklet is 
essential reading if you 
care about your family 
and friends — it’s, also 
important for your own 
peace of mind. 

So, send for your free 
guide today, which you can 
request by calling 01483 
426446 or writing to Salty 
Burro wes. Legacies Offices; 
WWF-UK, FREEPOST, 
Panda House, Godaiming, 
Surrey GU7 1BR. 

Please also remember to 
quote reference IN23 . 


they bad all managed to re- 
appear in the penumbra of the 
Referendum Party, albeit older 
and balder the Carton Weirs, 
Max de FreviUes, Lords Can- 
teloupe. Admittedly the orang- 
utan tendency of John Aspinall 
seemed beyond even Raven's 
powers of imagination, but the 
ineffable Lord Rees-Mogg, 
intoning in The Times, had fig- 
ured as the hyper-devious Som- 
erset Lloyd- 

James in Raven 
and Edward Fox 
was quite capa- 
ble of playing the 
lot. 

But other 
things have 

changed. Multi- 
national specula- 
tors, Merdles, 

Lopezes and 

Melmottes, used 
to come to grief 
under the symbolic wheels of 
British trains. Nowadays they 
tend to own them. In Alms for 
Oblivion days. Goldsmith was - 
when not gambling at the 
Claremont and partying at 
Annabels - harmlessly occu- 
pied in the grocery business, 
flogging kitchen rolls to Scottish 
wifies in Templeton's and 
Coopers. After his Wilson 
knighthood, like many an 
Eighties’ superstar, he went 
global and invented something 
called “potyculturalisra". This 
meant the freedom to make 
deals in several languages from 
several tax havens, 

Goldsmith is now before us 
as Anglo-British patriot. The 
recent sequence of adverts, 
urging the voters to choose 
between a federal Europe and 
some so-far-unreaiised associ- 
ation of national states, cost 


Sleaze 
now looks 
like the 
lubricant 
that runs 
the place 


about £225,000, or half the 
entire election budget of the 
Scottish National Party. If you 
allocate Goldsmith's total £21m 
largesse seal-by-seat, be will 
be putting up £2Jm in Scotland 
alone. 

Since the effect of rallies, 
money, more than 600 candi- 
dates and bags of publicity from 
the right-wing press, has not 
even been a hairline blip in the 
opinion polls, 
the Referen- 
dums begin to 
look more like 
the Maharishi's 
Levi La tors than., 
say. Sir Oswald 
Mosley's New 
Party in 1931. 
And Mosley, as 
an ex-Labour 

minister, had 

more credibility. 

Although the 
Referendum ideology may be 
contorted - good ol' Diceyian 
parliamentary sovereignty plus 
people's rights against Parlia- 
ment - their appeal to Tory 
activists who now find them- 
selves forlorn, exiled from local 
affairs, menaced by big capi- 
talism, is real enough. This is 
going to be an election where 
a couple of percentage points 
off the Tbry vote could make 
the difference between man- 
ageable defeat and catastrophe 
on the scale of 1846 or 1906 - 
with intriguing consequences 
for the grander sort of specu- 
lator. 

It is this “going for broke” 
element - volcanic cash move- 
ments with millions punted on 
the outcome - which conjures 
up Raven’s world: de Freville, 
Lykiadopoulos, Uoyd James, 
doing rather well against time. 


chance, etc. Not least Sir James 
himself, unloading his grocery 
shares before Black Friday, 
when immature yuppies went 
from bang to crash. 

Annabel’s and the Clarmont 
are now up and running on a 
world scale: dedicated to the 
preservation of the ethic that 
turns currency fluctuations into 
huge gains for the very rich. 
Since speculation accounts for 
about 90 per cent of the busi- 
ness of the City of London, with 
boring old industrial finance 
clocking up a mere 10 percent. 

- the Referendum boys will have 
a lot of well-heeled allies in 
stripy shirts, who don’t like the 
idea of a stable euro one bit. 

What Raven cottoned on to, 
and more solemn cultural crit- 
ics such as Conelli Barnett and 
Martin Wiener did not, has 
been how well aristocratic val- 
ues of a sort have actually coped 
with Bagehot’s “rough and vul- 
gar world of English com- 
merce". The green baize tables 
at Whites and Crockfords have 
always been closer to the City 
than to the widget-makers. 
Since the mid-Seventies. Lon- 
don fleshpots have thrived on 
the immigration of great, if 
less-than-progressive, wealth 
from the Middle East and more 
recently from East Europe. 

While Thatcher twittered on 
about providing “know-how" 
to the ex-Soviets to enable 
them to become Grantham 
councillors and pillars of the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Russia's new 
neo-feudalists exported about 
15 times more cash westwards 
for booze, cars, jewellery, girls 
and property. 

This commonwealth of high- 
rollers is the up-to-date version 
of what the US President Teddy 


Roosevelt called at the begin- 
ning of the century “the male- 
factors of great wealth". Roo- 
sevelt developed federal 
government to work in favour 
of the citizen by keeping the 
Fisks, Morgans and Rocke- 
fellers in line, and it is this 
“strong” version of federalism 
that Goldsmith and his ilk view 
with all the enthusiasm that 
Dracula had feu garlic. Brussels 
is more of a babel than it ought 
to be, but the way its conven- 
tions are being buDt up resem- . 
bles, as Judge David Edward of 
the European Court at Lux- 
embourg has told us, the Amer- 
ican federal ideal admired by 
Roosevelt’s friend, the Scots 
constitutionalist and interna- 
tionalist James Bryce. Once a 
property federal authority gets 
them in its sights, the “potycul- 
10131" rich have every reason to 
be scared. 

In the 18th century, Adam 
Smith and David Hume argued 
that a small state tike their 
own Scotland couldn't restrain 
the “luxury and corruption" 
that went witb capitalism: 
hence the importance to them 
of the Union and the London 
parliament But luxury and cor- 
ruption were as much the 
breath of life to Raven's gang 
as duping local Tory worthies 
with flannel about moral 
revival Is it a coincidence that 
Goldsmith and company (and 
behind them a none-too-dis- 
creet Rupert Murdoch) arrive 
tike the US cavalry when 
Westminster, far from tackling 
ballooning global speculation, 
accommodates it? 

Hypocrisy was the stock-in- 
trade of Raven's Turbots and 
Cantaloupes. Overdone at the 
time, this bunch would quickly 


grasp how ill constitutional 
patriotism sits with a public 
estimate which has gone, over 
two decades, from enthusiasm 
to near-disgust. Sleaze, still 
exotic in Alms for Oblivion, 
now looks like the lubricant 
that runs the place. 

In an epoch where one part- 
time novelist, Douglas Hurd, 
could put his saJaiy up by a fac- ^ 
tor of four when he shiftedfc. 
from the Foreign Office to a 
bank, Westminster itself looks 
like a South-east England 
microstate -the Senate of Nbn- 
byia - performing Monaco or 
Liechtenstein services for the 
stinking rich. 

There is a lot of ruin in a 
nation, but a point comes when 
sheer delirium sets in. Anglo- 
• Britisbi-of which the' Referen- 
dum Party is the pathological 
version, seems to have got there. 
Ifeenty-odd years ago, before 
Anthony Trollope became the 
comfort blanket of the English 
61ite, Raven made a second rep- 
utation adapting him for televi- 
sion, scoring a particular hit 
with The Way Vfe Live Now. 

This sour tale was of Engl and 
tenemented by speculators, 
mercenary yuppies and aristas 
on the take, the House of Com- 
mons as its head It was chosen 
by John Major as his gift to the 
newly elected Bill Clinton. Wis 
he trying to tell tnm something? 

“I like a rough game,” says 1 
Raven’s Lord Cantaloupe after 
some particularly dirty deal has 
kept nemesis at bay, “and even 
a foul one, but I won’t risk hav- 
ing the entire stadium blown 
up.” Polyculturalists don’t have 
to worry about that. 

Professor Harvie is the author of 
'The Centre of Things: British 
Political Fiction from Disraeli to 
the present’, Routledge, £11.95. 

He is currently writing an intro- 
duction for the Everyman edition 
of.Anihony Trollope's ’The Prime 
Minister’. 


Bollie all round: last year’s fabbest women 
Y 


‘esterday I brought you 
the top beys’ names of 
1996 as calculated 
from their popularity in 
media headlines, with Mister 
(as in “Mister Dairy” and 
“Mister Willoughby") being 
the winner, closely pursued 
by other unusual boys' names 
such as Wallace and Gromit, 
which goes to show that new 
names can still make their 
mark even today. 

Incidentally, I have bad 
several protests saying that 
the whole thing must be 
fixed as the name John (as 
in John Major) was not even 
mentioned. What these 
protesters do not realise is 
that the PM is never 
referred to as John m 
headlines: he is always 
referred to by his surname, 
as footballers and cricketers 
are. You may be able to 
fiddle things on Today but 
not in this column! 

And so to the girls' names 
of 1996. No sign this year of 
last year's winner, 
Pamelanderson, nor of other 
hot names such as Divine and 
Janet. One can hardly 
remember now why (he name 
Divine was so fashionable - 
indeed, 1 find it hard to dig 


up any reference to Janet 
Street-Porter, responsible 
alone for tbe popularity of 
tbe name Janet in 1995. 
Where is she now? What is 
she doing? No answers on a 
postcard please. 

Some interesting new girls’ 
names this year, including 
Mandy. What is interesting 
about this is that although it 
is a girl's name, it is borne 
most famously by a man, 
Peter Mandelson. We have 
also seen a revival of Jennifer, 
partly because of the TV 
programme Two Fat Lathes 
and partly because of Jennifer 
Saunders, author of the now 
departed Absolutely Fabulous. 
One very interesting thing 
about Ahsofuiefy Fabulous , by 
the way, is that if you 
imagined Edina and Patsy 
going on into later life, you 
can’t help thinking that they 
might end up very like 
Clarissa ana Jennifer in Two 
Fat Ladies. Whs this in fact 
intended to be a sitcom and 
are they fictional characters? 
Just a thought. 

Incidentally, h is food for 
thought that the names of 
the two cbaracters in 
Absolutely Fabulous - Edina 
and Patsy - came higher up 



Miles 

Kington 


the list than the names of the 
actresses playing them. But 
without further ado, on to 
the top 10 newspaper girls' 
names in 1996. (Last year’s 
positions in brackets.) 


1. Emma 

2. Fergie *n’ Di 

.... fS) 
(-) 

3. Cruella 

(-) 

4. Aung _ 

(-) 


.... (9) 


(-) 

7. Ruby 

8. Norma 

CO 

(0 

9. Cherie 

.... M 


10. Benazir 


(0 


Emma is a well-deserved 
winner, not only because it 
was the top Jane Austen 
name of the year, but 
because it featured in 
several other successful 
romantic episodes. Who can 
forget the period costume 
drama in which Emma 
Nicholson was wooed and 
won tty the Liberal 
Democrats? Or in which 
Emma Thompson was 
wooed and won by 
Mr Willoughby? 

I was personally glad to 
see Aung so popular, as this 
unusual Burmese name is 
attached to the deserving 
Burmese heroine Aung San 
Suu Kyi. who has suffered so 
much at the hands of the 
thugs who run Burma that 
sbe has had a Nobel Peace 
Prize conferred on her, 
though she only got third 
place in the Today 
programme’s Personality of 
the Year contest, behind 
John Major, who has never 
shown such an appetite for 
democracy as Aung San Suu 
Kyi. Something wrong here, 
perhaps you are th inkin g? 
Cynics might say that it was 
unlikely for Today listeners 
to have voted for anyone 


with personality at all. 

What is unusual in this list 
is that at least three names 
belong to fictional 
characters ('Emma, 
Pocahontas and Cruella) 
and there is some doubt 
about the existence in real 
life of anyone called Rutty 
Wax. Pandora is an unusual 
name, belonging to the wife 
of one of the Maxwell 
brothers and, as the judge in 
his trial said, it takes a 
woman of saintly suffering 
to be married to one of the 
Maxwell brothers. Other 
names that bobbed around 
without quite making the 
Top 10 were Ffyona, which 
is the sort of name borne by 
people who think it is 
interesting to walk round 
the world, and Bienvenida, 
which is the sort of name 
borne by people ... but I 
had better be careful. 

No one wants a libel suit so 
early in the new year- And 
my predictions for 1997? 
Wefl. I fancy a rise in th£ 
ratings for Nonna V 
Chene. Perhaps a sitcom for 
them together, like Clarissa 
and Jennifer or Eddie and 
Patsy? Stranger have 
happened. 
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1997 


[ Goodbye to Hong 
Kong, hello to a 
new prosperity 



the commentators 


9 


bis year is going - with 

utter certainty - to be the 
end of an era in British 
Justoiy. No, that is not a com- 
ment, about the result of the 

-forthcoming ge nera j election. 

Something much more impor- 
rtant is drawing to a close: this 
t year sees the end of colomal- 
t Kt D- The process of decoloni- 
f sation, which began in earnest 
V with India half a century ago, 
ends with the handover of 
Hong Kong. 

If the period of history is fin- 
ished, a legacy lingers on, and 
it is a legacy which wfll become 
increasingly important as we 
move into the next centuiy. For 
. the past 50 years the economic 
impact of empire has probably 
on balance been negative. In 
the early part of the period 
there was an enormous and 
continuing defence burden. 

The illusion of grandeur 
[encouraged sloppy th inkin g 
among politicians, while the 
existence of still-captive mar- 
• kets encouraged an even more 
destructive sloppiness among 
Qur exporters. In any case, with 
a couple of exceptions of which 
Hong Kong is a prime example, 
the former colonies were not 
particularly fast-growing mar- 
kets: even if we did retain some 
sort of inside track, it was of 
little economic advantage. 

For the next 50 years, this will 
all change. For a number of 
unrelated reasons the legary 
seems likely to become positive. 

Most obviously the hand- 
over of Hong Kang clears the 
way for a more relaxed rela- 
tionship with what will, within 
the next 15 yeare, become the 
world's largest economy. TWo 
centuries ago, before the engine 
of industrialisation began in Europe and then 
North America, China was by far the world's 
largest economy. Since the market reforms of 
1979 (much more important than the modest 
changes we made here), China’s economic take- 
off seems certain to push it back to that ear- 
lier dominance. Establishing a mature and com- 
fortable relationship with China has been 
impossible up to now - a point indirectly 
acknowledged by Chris Patten in his interview 
in this newspaper today. Once the handover is 
complete, ana the land has been handed back 
in rather better nick than it was taken over, the 
basis for an adult relationship will again exisL 
The second reason to be positive about the 

fonnance of several former colonies seems finely 
j- to improve over the next 50 years. The most 
obvious example is that other giant. India. TWo 
centimes ago, India was second to China in the 
size of its economy - that fe why we wanted to 
get our paws on it - but the economic perfor- 
mance through the post-war period has been 
disappointing. But India too is now starting to 
recover. Its take-off wiB not have the astonish- 
ing vigour of China's, and in any case it is still 
the best part of a generation away. Neverthe- 
less, given its size, even a modest change in per- 
formance will have a dramatic impact not just 



on the subcontinent, but on the 
rest of die world. Given the gen- 
uine affection between Britain 
and India, this country will on 
balance tend to benefit. 

A third reason for expecting 
the legacy of empire to benefit 
this country comes from its 
associated tradition of looking 
outwards as an international 
investor. During the past 10 
years there has been explosive 
growth in investing in what are 
called “emerging markets'". 
These include not just many 
former colonies but other 
countries with which Britain 
has had a long economic asso- 
ciation dating back to the last 
century: much of Latin Amer- 
ica, Russia and some African 
countries too. For most of the 
post-war period, having exper- 
tise in portfolio investment in 
developing countries was not a 
skill that brought great eco- 
nomic benefits, but now the 
focus of growth has shifted. As 
a result, Britain has become the 
largest centre in the world for 
such international portfolio 
investment A new and benign 
commercial empire is being 
quietly assembled. 

Finally, there is the En glish 
language. One of the great 
abiding legacies of colonial- 
ism is the anchoring of English 
as the world's first global lan- 
guage. English will, m the next 
20 years, become the first lan- 
guage in the histoiy of the 
world to be spoken by more 
people as a second language 
than as a first According to The 
Cambridge Encyclopaedia of 
the English Language, there are 
between 320 million and 380 
million people who speak Eng- 
lish as a first language. But 
there are a further 100 million who use it as a 
second language ( frequent]}’ speaking it better 
than most of us do), and another 200 million 
who have some command of it 


Hamish 

McRae 

For the past 
50 years the 
economic 
impact of 
empire has 
been 
negative. 
Now a new 
and benign 
commercial 
empire is 
being quietly 
assembled 


t may not be English English which will 
»me to dominate. A few years ago most 
people would have expected American 


I come to dominate. A few years ago most 
. pe< " 

English to become the world standard. There 
is an irony here, that it is partly thanks to the 
loss of the American colonies - and the sub- 
sequent development by Americans of the 
world’s first global popular culture - that our 
language has become so dominant. But actu- 
ally it may not even be American English that 
becomes the world standard, but World Eng- 
lish, which will be different from both. Nev- 
ertheless, in a world where trade is increasingly 
in intangibles - half of Britain’s foreign earn- 
ings are in service or investment income - being 
an Anglophone country becomes more and 
more of an economic advantage. Britain is the 
second-largest exporter (after the US) of 
intellectual property in the world, and this is 
in large measure a function of language. 

In fact, if we didn’t speak English I think we 
would be in quite a lot of economic trouble. And 
now that we have dumped the final vestige of 
empire, we can get on with exploiting it. 


Ten tips for a happy, 
hype-free New Year 


N ew year’s resolu- 
tions are never 
kept, so the 
experts tell us, 
because they are 
too general. The more specific 
a resolution, apparently, the 
more chance we have of stick- 
ing to it In this spirit, I propose 
that in order to improve the 
quality of life of our nation we 
resolve simply to become less 
self-deluded than we were in 
1996. So here's wishing you all 
a hypocrisy-free 1997 full of 
more hope than hype. 

And here are my suggestions 
for how we might achieve this. 

1 Morality: No one should be 
allowed to use this word in 
1997. Special dispensation may 
be granted to archbishops, 
politicians and pundits who 
may be struck dumb but the 
word will only be reinstated to 
Lhose who demonstrate some 
vaguely moral behaviour them- 
selves rather than drone on 
about other people's lack of it. 

Hopefully the exodus from 
the moral high ground will 
mean that morality is once 
more understood as a code of 
behaviour rather than a com- 
modity that can be purchased 
at will by self-appointed seers. 

Nothing, not even terrible 
personal Toss, will qualify any- 
one to speechify about public 
morals. Policy cannot be 
grafted on to victimbood or 
created out of grief. For all the 
hysteria about moral values, 
the reality is that talk comes 
cheap and costs governments 
nothing. If we want to make the 
world a better place, lei's pay 
the price or, as our glorious 
leader said, put up and shut up. 

2 Soap operas: People who go 
round claiming that soap operas 
are a) going too far, b) not as 
good as they used to be, or c) 
damaging the nation's youth 
should not watch them, leaving 
the rest of us to enjoy one of our 
national treasures. This bizarre 
coterie of Cambridge dons, 
superannuated headmasters 
and snobs who don’t watch 
enough television are deranged 
and should be deponed, or at 
least given a good seeing to by 
the likes of Grant Mitchell and 
Jimmy CorkhflL 

3 Drugs: Some drugs are good, 
some drugs are bad. Some are 
legal, some aren't. Some can kfil 
you quiddv. some slowly. Some 
of us take them some of the 
time, some of us don't Some 
drugs are better than others. 
What else is there to say? 

We could easily bring the 
debate on drugs up to date by 
just saying no to the following 


by Suzanne Moore 



Facing up io 1997: clockn'ise from bottom left, Tony Blair. Roes Kemp (Grant Mitchell). 

Delia Smith, Liam Gallagher, Victoria Adam * (Spice Girl). Sir Terence Conmn, 

Dean Sullivan (Jimmy Corichill) and Gerry Adams 

Liam and Patsy should get out less and have 
some babies. Reproduction is the new rock’n’roll. 
Remember, you read it here first 


cliches: a) Evil drug pushers. 
Everyone knows you get drugs 
from your mates or mates of 
vour mates, b) Campaigns cen- 
tred on innocent victims. Leah 
Betts, who was turned into an 
extraordinary martyr to a vague 
anti-drog cause, was never por- 
trayed as she actually was. It 
turns out that she was an ordi- 
nary girl who had experimented 
with drugs before, c) The idea 
that only a weird, disturbed 
and dispossessed sub-section 
of our youth uses drugs. Survey 
after survey illustrates that drug 
use is mainstream rather than a 
subcultural activity. Why do we 


continue to deny this? How the 
hell do you think The Prodigy 
keep getting to number one? 

4 Ireland: The macho pretence 
that there is an alternative to 
talking is wearing dangerously 
thin. Refusal to talk, refusal to 
admit that there is talking going 
on anyway, the refusal to 
acknowledge that no solution 
will ever come from silence 
leads to stagnation. 

Priding ourselves on our 
refusal to negotiate is dumb 
and even dumber politics. Talk- 
ing is not surrendering to vio- 
lence, silence just might be. 


5 Education: The hig issue, 
supposedly. What kind of issue 
is this, then? Shall we have 
education or not? Shall we 
continue to divide and rule by 
an educational caste system? 
The air would be cleared and 
the whole debate would be 
greatly unproved if only those 
whose children were actually 
being educated in local state 
schools were allowed to com- 
ment. This may mean a less 
verbose year for the likes of Mr 
Blair and Ms Harman, which 
may be a tragedy for them, but 
rather good news for the rest 
of us. 


6 Rock ’iV roll: We must resolve 
that nothing in 1997 is to be 
deemed the new rock'n’roll. 
Nor should anyone be allowed 
to regard the Spice Girls as 
some sort of provocative text in 
need of a good deconstruction. 
They are a pop group, for 
Christ's sake. Jarvis Cocker 
should get out more. Liam and 
Patsy should get out less and 
have some babies. This is the 
only way to go, as Madonna has 
proved. Reproduction is the 
new rock'n’roll. Remember, 
you read it here first. 

7 Poverty and crime: Those 
who say that poverty causes 
crime should be incarcerated 
alongside those who say there 
is no link whatsoever. As nor- 
mal folk appear to realise quite 
easily that the link between 
the two could not be so simple, 
how come experts talk in this 
daft way? Locked away in their 
prison cells, members of vari- 
ous think-tanks and founda- 
tions can discuss social break- 
down to their hearts' content. 
Obviously there will he no 
remission for good behaviour. 

8 Food: 1997 should be the year 
to get food back into proportion. 
If cooking is the new rock ‘n'roll, 
then Delia Smith is Co uric ev 
Love. Opening restaurants, go- 
ing to restaurants, writing about 
restaurants is all fine and dandv, 
but there is a limit to how much 
we want to know about what oth- 
er people have eaten. Food is to 
be enjoyed, not endlessly re- 
counted and regurgitated as 
some sort of sighifier of aes- 
theticism. Lloyd Grossman. Mar- 
co Pierre White and Terence 
Conran can bore each other to 
death playing Fantasy Dinner Par- 
ties and talking about bow to diy 
extcntionately priced mushrooms. 
In our house, we are still im- 
pressed by microwave popcorn. 

9 Cyberspace: The final fron- 
tier. Not. Many women over 60 
are still scared of cash machines. 
The Internet is better in fantasy 
than reality, but the digital com- 
munity' would rather not down- 
load this information as they 
seriously believe it may make 
them look less interesting. Is 
such a thing possible? 

Anyway, to those for whom 
the promise of “never-ending 
worldwide communication" is 
attractive, let me remind you of 
die reality': endless e-mails from 
someone who could easily tele- 
phone you saying “Please phone 
roe". Why can’t anyone be hon- 
est about the damn thing? 

10 The monarchy: Can’t live 
with them. Can’t shoot them. 
Why ever not? 


Keeping democracy in proportion 

In the second of a three-part series defending the Constitution, Richard D North looks at PR 


T jje Labour Party, the Liberal Democrats, . 
intermittently The Economist, and a spate 
of articles from the pens of Andrew Marr 
/this paS editor). SitU Jenlrins (of IT* 
Tunes) and Will Hutton (ex-Die Guardian), have 
all suggested how we could improve the way 
Britons are governed. The curious thing is that 
„ Se attempts are serious, but mostly go to show 
* ill how Utile need there is for much change. 

\rl The fundamental problem the few senous 

^ » reformer? face is that they can on* talk among 

SsSSSSasS 

. newer in ahung parliament could 

* e of the many systems 

they f* 1 renr esentatioQ which would be 
of proportto ^ ^, at we have now. 

13 S£re that the seats held by a party 
' PR cj?ul n f Commons correlated rather bet- 

figure HowBtfer ’ * ere 

ft really PR systems: they lend 
nsk with jlbOrtaiit and competing parts 

to weaken pvo ^ power. He (or 
of an MP’s P reseats a parly and a place, and 

she) ^^S^otberWhen constituents 

plays each ^ national exchequer, 

press for not in the party man- 

ibe MP && * . oart y presses him to abuse his 

ifesto; wh f:i%^T^atter, he can sometimes 
conscienccm^m ^ ^ it . Under the 3*- 
daim hts most ensure that the seats m 


read of local pen*. 

of Common 8 is 
Still, il is after a few 

become a snui b 



‘-The poll to^SfTpaiiiBs «mS respond to an increasingly shrill society 


protesters and all the other elements of an 
increasingly shrill society. 

Provided some organising principle was at 
hand - and il might be the degree of enthusi- 
asm for Europe, or free trade (not quite the same 
thing), or, more likely, commitment to high or 
low taxes - it might remain possible to run a fairly 
ample system in which two main ministries alter- 
nated, with third, fourth and fifth parties being 
useful, but never treated quite fairly. 

The PR issue is necessarily about number- 
crunching, and is very boring. There are much 
less important issues than this, which attract far 
more interest. There is no reason at aU why we 
should have a monarchy, except that we like it 
and it is good for tourism. If opinion switched 
against it, it could go, and be replaced by the 
Privy Council, which arguably does most of the 
monarchy’s hardest job anyway. The nation is 
quite capable of sensing its identity by looking 
at the Radio Times or the Daily Mail. 

There is no particular need for a president, 

!.1 11 .1 LI .. in finrfino cnnW. 


interests, which served until me lvtn century, ana 
the more democratic PR (or even electnc 
plebiscites), which will do for the 21st. 

There is, however, a further difficulty with 
establishing PR- It may be galling to committed 
third-party members and politicians, but their 
nurposemav best be served by threatening (but 
never quite abolishing) the existing two-party sys- 
tem. In an age of public pressure groups, they 
mav be little more than glorified campaigns 

among many- We have seen !he existing main two 

political parties absorb and abandon creeds at 
lYii m riocc nressure no longer informs their 


lit. L pUJ UWUJUi ~ r 

i all the problems involved in finding some 
i interesting but disinterested, dignified bu 


decorous, to do the job. We haven't entirely man- 
aged to combine these in the monarchy, which 
uses panoply and tradition to disguise the fact 
In any case, as Bernard Shaw pointed out m The 
Apple Cart, the previous monarch would almost 
certainly win any poll for the job. 

The case of the House of Lords is a little dif- 
ferent in that it is more obviously effective and 
therefore far more offensive in its anachronism. 
At the moment it is a body of men and women 
who are much wiser than most of us (even more 
so than the House of Commons) and whose pro- 
ceedings are rendered the more eccentric by the 
presence of some mostly quite amusing aristo- 
crats of varying vintage. 

Thken together (and the aristocrats are not 
often a big presence), the Lords is mostly rural 
and traditionalist: it resists anything that dam- 
ages conventional social mores, and anything 
that looks like hurting poor people. So that's 
more or less all right, then. The Lords is only 
likely to be consistently and seriously undemo- 
cratic if the country swings very far leftward, 
which isn’t likely. The Lords are out of step on 
country pursuits such as hunting, but generally 
speak out for trees and hedges and suchlike 
which don’t have votes, and do so in a way which 
many people regard as quite sound. 

The main possible reform of the House of 
Lords would weaken the rale of beredilaiy peers 
and perhaps usher in the election of new mem- 
bers. Ibis would make the Lords more demo- 
cratic, but at the risk of making it too like the 
House of Commons to be a useful corrective to 
the plebeian house. It also risks conferring a dan- 
gerous legitimacy on the upper house, which 
would tempt them too seriously to mess about 
with the work of the lower house. In other words, 
it would risk dreary paralysis because it would 
introduce a new check, a difficult balance, 
against the power of the Commons. 

An impotent and impressive House of Lords 
which occasionally produces moments of solid 
insight and high comedy, and thus maintains the 
ability to shame (rather than bully) everyone else 
in (he system with a Sash of compassion or of 
heartfelt reaction, is far preferable to any new 
system for a second chamber which would be 
dulle r and possibly less effective. 


but Tomorrow: Don V blame The Constitution. 
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THURSDAY 3 JANUARY 1997 * THE INDEPENBENT 


FTSE 100 

4057.4 - 61.1 
FTSE 250 

4469.4 -21.0 
FTSE 350 
2017.9 - 25.9 
SEAQ VOLUME 
459.2m shares, 
27.865 bargains 
5:51s Index 
93.86 - 0.68 


Hangover on Wall Street gives investors the jitters 


Taking Stock 
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What a dismal start to the 
year. After the rush of upbeat 
Footsie forecasts the stock 
market was hit by an acute at- 
tack of the jitters on its first day 
of 1997 with Footsie crashing 

61.1 points to 4,057.4p. 

New York, demonstrating its 

power as the world's biggest 
market, did the damage. On 
New Year’s Eve it crashed 

101.1 points and remained in 
ragged retreat while London 
was open yesterday. 

After a merry festive run- 
achieved on low trading 
turnover, it could be argued the 
market was ripe for a correc- 
tion and a little old-fashioned 
profit-taking. 

Even so the brave souls 
forecasting a rip-roaring year 
have had an uncomfortable 
time as what was only a rela- 
tively modest weakness on 
Will Street drew attention to 
ondon’s fragility. 

. 4 any believe the first few 
months set the pattern for the 


rest of the year. Although such 
a philosophy is often too sim- 
plistic the importance of sen- 
timent is frequently 
overlooked by forecasters and 
there is little doubt that 199T s 
opening, if modest, hiccup has 
at least touched the foundation 
on which many an optimistic 
forecast was built 

Over the holiday season 
such brutal fundamentals as 
higher interest rates, sterling's 
strength and the uncertainty of 
the general election were 
largely ignored. The market 
seemed content to dwell on the 
deluge of new year share tips 
and allow a little window- 
dressing by fund managers to 
influence its direction. 

Only sis Footsie stocks man- 
aged to make progress. Best of 
the bunch the pedestrian Na- 
tional Grid which managed a 
2p gain to 197.5p. The ap- 
pearance of such a dull stock 
in pole position seemed to 
sum up the lacklustre state of 
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the market. Btocompatibles 
Internationa] was the undis- 
puted leader of the FTSE 250 
index. The healthcare group, 
which has moved ahead 
strongly over the holiday sea- 
son. bounced another 45 p to 
S65p. ML Laboratories, which 
has experienced a ragged run 
since hitting 468 -5p in Febru- 
ary, managed to stir itself into 
a 7p gain to 210Jp. 

In the bleak conditions 
some of the third-liners en- 
joyed intriguing runs. Lanica 
Triist, the Andrew Regan ve- 
hicle. started 1997 as it had fin- 
ished last year - in rampant 
form. The shares surged 2LL5p 
to l,875p, yet another peak. 

The company’s spectacular 


progress has been achieved 
against a background of little 
information. It has done a mail 
order deal with the NAAFI 
and is seL so the rumour mill 
proclaims, to link with Little- 
woods on the mail order front. 
In Lbe meantime it is looking 
increasingly hard to justify a 
surge from' 5Sp since Mr Re- 
gan, who had limited success 
with his earlier involvement, 
Hobsons, armed in the au- 
tumn. 

Sboprite, once a discount 
food retailer, was another at- 
tracting attention. The shares 
improved 5.25p to 34p. The 
market has for long suspected 
the group, shattered by the dis- 
tressed sale of its once high-fly- 


ing food chain, was preparing 
for a comeback. 

It has indulged in a buy-back 
of preference shares and last 
month returned to the blade 
with a half-year profit of 
£958,000. The group still has 
car dealerships and retail and 
property interest on the Isle of 
Man. With gearing down to 48 
jjer cent itco nld. some suspect. 

Capital Shopping shaded 
2pto364 p. There is persistent 
market specnlation it plans to 
swoop on Imry. the property 
arm of Barclays, the banking 
group. The company raised 
£203 m through a rights issue 
in November and the market 
suspects the cash call was to 
provide ammunition for the 
ImiydeaL 

Barclays would also most 
certainly require a large cash 
element in any Imrv sale and 
Capital should be in'a position 
to provide sufficient cash to 


promote the take over. The 
year's first newcomer. Sanc- 
tuary Music, fell victim to the 
low key atmosphere, managing 
a downbeat 65_5p from its 65p 

plaring . 

SDK, a business communi- 
cations group, however, 
shrugged off the new year 
gloom gaining 13p to IS8.5p. 
It was floated last month at 

160p. 

Northern Leisure, a dis- 
cotheque group, topped 200p 
before settling at 199.5p, up 
7_5p. The shares have been 
strong following a Collins 
Stewart suggestion the shares 
could double in the next three 


□Premiere, running employ- 
ment agencies, is set to dou- 
ble profits, believes 
researcher Hardman & Co. 
It expects last year’s profits 
to come out at £783,000 and 
then move to nearly £L5m in 
1998. Since coining to market 
at I33p in the summer Pre- . 
miere has made one signifi- r 
cant acquisition. At 137.5p 
Hardman suggests the shares 
are on the lowest prospective 
rating of any quoted recruit-, 
meat group. • 


gou 




years. 

The stockbroker said prof- 
its this year could hit £Sm 
(£5 .5m) and then move to 
£ 10.9m. 

It suggests Northern is get- 
ting to the size "whereby it rep- 
resents an attractive 


acquisition target for a larger 
leisure company”. 


CJNewarthiU, the Ofex traded 
group which owns building 
contractor Sir Robert . . 

McAIpine, plans to spend 
£6m buying in 1L6 per cent .‘ 
of its capital at 400p a share 
and then bid 400p for the re- 1 
maining capitaL The boy-in 
involves the McAIpine family 
and an unidentified dealer 
The bid for other shares is ' 
expected in March. The 
shares jumped 155p to 400p. 
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output figures unnerve markets 


.{Maine Coyle 
and Tom Stevenson 


Wth»il.iht. 5J r t 

***** <,u c>l j 

tt»r Sir K..;^J ,C2 

P’^r.< . 
iW*.tnti -y>.- f.,: 'krv 

«-*heM,v:psL?:^ 

id for oi^ r J ■ d! - r - 
irti 

v jump.d 


. v ■• 
r 

«* 7 <: 




^tteaodc market woke up with 
: . a thumping hangover yesterday 
: . as; unexpectedly strong eco- 
, . Domic data from the US 
brought the FTSElOO’s festive 
nmto i an abrupt close. The in- 
' deg of leading shares finished 
- - _ me first trading session of 1 997 
61.1pomts lower than New 
xcar s Eve s afl-tfrne high as ear* 

‘ Vafteraoon ^rations on vvhh 

Street sent dealers scurrying for 
cover in very thin trading. 

■America’s manufacturing in- 
dustry boomed in December, 
. according to the first econom- 
ic figures of 1997. The Nation- 
al Association of Purchasing 
Managers’ index of activity 
pimped compared with the pre- 
vious month. More wonyingly . 
— the prices index, one of the fig- 
W ures closely scrutinised by Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman Alan 
Greenspan, increased. 

'“There is a sense that infla- 
■ don is building in the pipeline,” 


UK house prices jumped sharply last 
month, according to the Halifax building 
society, A U per cent jump daring the 
month took the annual house price infla- 
tion rate to 8.4 per cent, writes Diane Coyle. 
The annual increase was in line with fig- 
ures published by the Nationwide last week, 
although it reported a small decline in 
prices during December: 
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said Christo- 
pher Low, an 
analyst at 
HSBC Mar- 
kets in New 
York. “The 
financial 
markets will 
begin specu- 
lating about 
a policy tight- 
ening, and interest rates will 
have to rise in deference,” he 
added. 

The activity index rose to 54 
from 52.7 in November. Its 
prices component surged from 
45.9 to 51.5, above the water- 
shed between falling and rising 
prices and the highest level 
since mid-1995. 

Even before the New York 
market opened, London had al- 
ready struggled to maintain the 
poise of the holiday season, with 
dealers casting one eye back to 
Wall Street’s 100 point fall on 
New Year’s Eve and one for- 
ward to the expected US eco- 
nomic data. After clawing back 


The Halifax insisted yesterday that 
fears of another increase in mortgage rates 
would prevent the market from overheat- 
ing. “House price inflation should remain 
little changed in the coming year;” yester- 
day's report said. 

However; it admitted it had underesti- 
mated the extent of the recovery in 1996. 
Economists increasingly believe the rise in 


house prices this year could be much 
greater than previously expected. City ex- 
perts expect an increase of 10 per cent, as 
opposed to the 7-8 per cent forecasts from 
mortgage lenders. Even though higher 
mortgage rates are likely, the cost of bor- 
rowing would still remain near its lowest 
since the mid-1960s. Fent-np demand to 
move home is expected to ftiel the market. 


an early 40 point fail, the pur- 
chasing managers* index 
knocked it afresh and the mar- 
ket had closed before the US 
market itself regained its com- 
posure. 

“UK shares are more sensi- 
tive to U.S. rates than to UK 
rates.” said Robert Buckland, 
equity strategist at HSBC James 
Capel. “I think we ’ll have a 
bumpy ride in the first quarter, 
but more because of U.S. ra tes 
than because of any political 
noise the UK elections trill pro- 
vide.” 

Most traders remained san- 
guine about prospects for the 
London market, however. Mar- 


lin Lupton, head of trading at 
Kleinwort Benson said: “This 
might slow investment in UK 
shares through next week, but 
the fundamentals remain good 
here and this market will gath- 
er steam. There’s a lot of value 
in this market.” 

Hardest hit by the sell-off 
were companies that depend on 
the US economy for a large pro- 
portion of their sales such as 
Glaxo Wellcome, SmithKline 
Beecham and BTR. The per- 
sistent strength of the pound 
compounded exporters’ prob- 
lems and BP and She ll, big dol- 
lar earners, led the FTSE100 
index lower. 


Although few Whll Street 
analysts expect the Fed to raise 
its key interest rate as early as 
the next polity meeting at the 
beginning of February, many 
think the move will come before 
too many months pass. The 
prospect of an increase in in- 
terest rates drew closer in the 
UK too. 

The recovery in British man- 
ufacturing faltered last month 
because of the strong pound. 
But the UK Purchasing Man- 
agers’ survey suggested that in- 
dustry will soon resume its 
strong upward trend. 

A separate survey of the con- 
struction industry published 


yesterday pointed 
to better pro- 
spects this year 
than any time 
since the late 
1980s. 

Manufacturing 
activity expand- 
ed in December 
but at the slowest 
pace since Au- 
gust, the monthly survey of 
purchasing managers report- 
ed. A reduction m stocks to 
meet year-end inventory targets 
reduced output growth. 

City economists thought the 
news would allow Kenneth 
Clarke to stave oft the next rise 
in the cost of borrowing until 
February. “Interest rates should 
be left on hold until the extent 
of the recovery is clearer,” said 
Simon Briscoe at investment 
bank Nikko. 

However, the survey did cot 
point to alarming weakness in 
industry. “If 1 were the Chan- 
cellor, I’d use this in evidence. 
But the slowdown is no more 


than you would expect in a 
three-week month, and 1 would 
be very surprised if the upward 
trend did not resume." said 
Peter Thomson, director Gen- 
eral of the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply which 


compiles the report. 


_je headline index fell io 
52.5, down from 54.2 but safe- 
ly above the “boom and bust" 
dividing line of 50. Growth in 
new orders declined slightly 
but remained robust Although 
the stronger pound had some 
impact on manufacturers of 
consumer goods, overseas de- 
mand for capita] goods re- 
mained strong. 

The real slowdown came in 
output and stocks. Stocks of 
both purchases and finished 
goods declined sharply. The 
CTPS said this reflected delib- 
erate destocking to meet end of 
year targets. On the other hand, 
employment rose for the fifth 
month running and the prices 
manufacturers paid for im- 
ported materials declined. 


Ford warns 
over UK 
sales slide 


Barrie dement 

labour Editor 


Ford has issued dire warnings 
about the future of the company 
in the UK amid sliding market 
share and a threat to the Hale- 
wood plant on Merseyside, ac- 
cording to internal minutes. 

At a meeting with union 
leaders last month senior man- 
agement revealed the depths of 
their concern about the prof- 
itability of Ford of Britain which 
has incurred a loss of $2-9bn 
over the last seven years. 

Bob Hill, personnel director, 
confirmed that market share 
had dropped below 20 per cent 
for the first time from a high of 
26 per cent in the 1980s. 

— ^Wbile- the market for cars 
and light vehicles has improved 
during the last year, Ford has 
been steadily losing share,” he 
told them. 

Tie situation was the same 
for foe European operation, but 
Mr .HBl was at pains to em- 
phasise that it was the UK that 
was faring “worst of all". 

Speaking to representatives 
of white collar staft, Mr Hill sin- 
gled out the Escort as the 
source of most anxiety. Market 
share of the car - which is 
made at Halewood, Saarkrais 
and Cologne _ had plummeted 
from 10.8 to 6 per cent. 

The vehicle's lack-lustre per- 
formance in the market place 
was putting a “heavy strain” on 
Ford Europe, which is thought 
to be beading fora £lbn loss this 
year, and was a big contributor 
to the deficit in Britain. 

Ford wants to manufacture its . 
replacement, codenamed the 


CW170, at one of the plants 
only. According to the minutes 
Mr Hill pointed to the cost in- 
volved in “dual and triple sourc- 
ing of models across Europe". 

Mr Hill was said to be “not 
optimistic” about the future of 
the company but said that he 
would be fighting “as hard as 
anyone" to ensure that the 
CW170 was built at Halewood. 
A decision on the new Escort 
would be made late in January 
or early February, the minutes 
reveal. 

Ford’s personnel director 
gave a number of reasons for 
Ford’s poor performance. 
There were “too many suppli- 
ers chasing too few customers” 
and there was “global overca- 
pacity" of nearly 20 million ve- 
hicles and rising. 

The company’s fixed costs 
were also higher than their 
competitors, particularly in 
product design. “Flattening of 
prices in the market have all but 
removed any profitability from 
cars and light vehicles,” he said. 

At the meeting, union lead- 
ers reminded Mr Hill that de- 
spite his pessimistic prognosis, 
they would not tolerate any 
compulsory redundancies. 

Tbny Woodley, national offi- 
cer of the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union, which 
represents most of the manual 
workers at Ford, thought it un- 
likely that management would 
take the manufacture of the Es- 
cort away from Halewood 

He commented: Tt would be 
politically and industrially un- 
acceptable if they manufac- 
tured the Escort replacement 
elsewhere." 



TWo Four Sports has beaten the 
recently-floated Brands Hatch 
Leisure to acquire a 25-year lease 
over the Donington Park motor 


racing circuit and exhibition centre 
in a £40m deal. Two Four, which 
has run Donington Park since 
1986, acquired the lease from Tom 


Wheatcroft, the property developer 
who reinstated racing at the then 
derelict track near Derby after 
buying it in 1971. The company. 


part-owned by Robert Feamall, 
one of Mr Wheatcroff s former as- 
sociates, will spend £3m upgrad- 
ing the circuit. 


‘Telegraph’ pensions frozen as profits fall 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


The Telegraph Group, pub- 
softheTef 


lisbers of the Telegraph and the 
Sunday Telegraph, has deter- 
mined that it cannot meet in- 
creases to pensions payable to 
retired employees, following 
disappointing profits in 1996. 

in past years, the group has 
made what it terms “ex-gratia” 
payments to pensioners under 


a plan set up before Conrad 
Black, the Canadian media 
baron, bought a stake in the ti- 
tles in 19S6. The payments had 
been aimed at keeping pension 
cheques in line with inflation. 

The original pension plan 
had been non-contribu table for 
employees, and subsequent pay- 
ments topped up by the company 
were seen as a moral rather than 
a legal requirement. 

In a letter addressed to pen- 


sioners, and sent just two days 
before Christmas, Jeremy 
Deedes, the managing director, 
wrote: “The company has had 
a reasonable but not particularly 
good year. Indeed, its trading 
profit has fallen short of the 
1996 budget because of the in- 
tensive competition.” 

The letter was seen by pen- 
sioners last night as a conces- 
sion from the Telegraph that 
competition from the Times, 


Rupert Murdoch's flagship 
quality daily, had taken its toll. 
Mr Murdoch's News Interna- 
tional has continued a selective 
price war in the quality market, 
particularly through a cut-rate 
price for Monday editions and 
a lower- tban-average cover 
price for the rest of the week. 

Mr Deedes also told pen- 
sioners that an ex-gratia pay- 
ment for 1996 would have had 
“an adverse impact on the share 


price of the parent company on 
overseas stock exchanges, and 
was judged an unfair taxation of 
those shareholders who have al- 
ready paid the heavy cost of pri- 
vatising the Telegraph". 

The letter was seen by insiders 
as a reference to the buyout of 
minority shareholders last year 
by Mr Black. Mr Deedes told 
pensioners that the company 
would look again at the matter 
of pension increases in 1997. 
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Pension 
funds 
beat big 
markets 


Magnus Grimond 


The average UK pension fund 
beat tiie rise in nearly all the big 
world stock markets last year - 
but only just. Most would have 
been better keeping their 
clients" money at home. 

The inflation-beating 11.3 
per cent rise in pension fund as- 
sets was still for short of the J6.t» 
per cent return from ihe FT All 
Share index of UK equities. This 
despite a rare year when fund 


managers outperformed the 
domestic index with their UK 


equity portfolios, recording an 
average 17 percent growth. 

George Urquhan of the WM 
Company, the pension fund 
performance measurement 
group which produced the fig- 
ures, said the last time pension 
funds outperformed was in 
1992. “Taken over the last 10 
years, the average UK pension 
fund underperformed the index 


by 0.5 per cent per annum. Bui 
jlk of 


that is dealing ex- 


the bul 
penses." 

Even so. his colleague, WM 
director Peter Wim'ngion, re- 
mained determinedly opti- 
mistic. 

“Historically active managers 
have, on occasion, underper- 
formed the index. But in 1996 
they have reaped handsome 
dividends by avoiding the poor- 
er performing stocks in the 
FTSE 100 index”, he said. Re- 
flecting their more limited ex- 
posure to property and more 
active management, smaller 
funds outdid their larger 
bretheren by 02> per cenL 

Mr Warrington highlighted 
Ihe real 9 per cent average re- 
turn over last year's inflation fig- 
ure of around 2 per cent as good 
news for pensioners and com- 
panies. It easily beat the 2 to 3 
per cent real growth regarded 
as a good long-term return by 
actuaries, he said, and meant 
many companies could contin- 
ue with pension contribution 
holidays. 

However, institutions are 
turning more bearish. WM said 
many have taken profits in the 
rising markets and kept the 
money in cash, which has risen 
from 4.5 percent to 5.8 percent 
of average portfolios. Mr War- 
rington said this supported ihe 
widespread belief that major 
markets, particularly the US and 
UK, are overvalued. 

The WM survey covered 
groups accounting for around 
three-quarters of UK pension 
fund assets, some 1.400 funds 
with total assets of £400m. Col- 
lectively, the industry is esti- 
mated to represent a little 
under a third of the whole UK 
stock market, just behind the life 
insurance companies with 
somewhat over a third. 

The figure for UK equities 
compares with a 23.S per cent 
return in 1995 and an 18.9 per 
cent average return over the 
past 20 years. 

Investment in the domestic 
market has remained largely sia- 
lic at 53.8 per cent of portfolios 
during the past year. 


Guardian spikes plan to 
float non-core holdings 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


Th e Guardian Media Group 
has ruled out the flotation of «s 
non-core hofomgs de^ite 
strong support for the plan 
frcm S some members of the 

b< Tte decision, reached in re- 
centweeks. ends several months 

have been used 

{J'Spport ihe core newspaper 


titles, the Guardian and the loss- 
making Observer. 

“The view was taken that the 
non-core assets were cash cows, 
and that they would be very use- 
ful to the group," a senior 
Guardian source said last night 


The prospect of a flotation, 
first revealed in 71 


„„ i The Independent 

in October, had been viewed by 
some board members as the 
best way to meet the rising costs 
of the Obscrx'er. 

Meanwhile, the Canary 
Wharf bomb took its toll on in- 
terim results at the company, 
which set aside a whopping 


£14.4m to coyer the costs of 
shifting its printing from the 
damaged South Quay site to 
West Ferry Printers. The 
amount is believed to cover the 
costs of redundancies at the for- 
mer printing site, as well as the 
costs of installing new colour 
and insertion machinery. 

Before the exceptional 
charges, pre-tax earnings were 
ahead 41 percent to £17.9m, de- 
spite a newsprint bill 24 per cent 
higher at £5 5m for the six- 
month period. Factoring in the 
costs ot the South Quay move, 
pre-tax profits were £1 .8m. 


GEC begins clear-out 
with £80m Siebe sale 


Michael Harrison 


GEC’s new chief executive, 
George Simpson, yesterday be- 
gan the promised clearance 
sale of its unwanted industrial 
businesses by announcing the 
£S0 m disposal of its a uto isola- 
tion systems division to the in- 
dustrial controls group Siebe. 

Satchwell Controls, based in 
Slough, Berkshire, employs just 
over 1,000 and is Britain's 
biggest manufacturer and in- 
staller of automation systems for 
industrial and commercial 
buildings. Siebe is acquiring 


the business for cash and as- 
suming its small amount of 
debt. Last year it made oper- 
ating profits of £4.9m on sales 
of £60m. 

In total the businesses being 
disposed of have sales of £400ro 
- less than 3 per cent of group 
turnover. Other likely candi- 
dates for sale include GEC’s 
wire and cables business and of- 
fice equipment subsidiary. 

However, Mr Simpson, who 
took over from Lord Wein- 
stock last September, is thought 
to have decided against selling 
off GEC’s medical systems and 


semiconductor divisions and 
its 50 per cent stake in the Cre- 
da and Hotpoint consumer 
electronics business. 

The disposal programme, 
part of a fundamental strategic 
review of all the group’s oper- 
ations and management struc- 
ture, was outlined in December 
alongside GEC’s interims re- 
sults. 

GEC has taken a one-off 
charge of £160m to cover costs 
associated with the programme 
but none of this has been used 
in connection with the Satchwell 
sale. 



Source: FT information 
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In Brief 


• Most personal pensions are a rip-off, according to research 
Which? magazine, the consumer magazine published today. Af- 
ter analysing more than 100 pensions and rating them on flexi- 
bility, charges, portability and their performance. Which? 
concluded that most personal pensions are too complex, too in- 
flexible and too expensive. It said the government should start 
afresh with its legislation and recommended ftps as a good model 
for simpler pension plans. Which? ranked personal pensions from 
Colonial Direct, Equitable Life. Gartmore and M&G as among 
the “best buys”. Among the “worst buys” are Albany Life, Bar- 
clays Life, Lincoln National, Scottish Equitable and United 
Friendly. "Take out one of tbe worse pensions and your retire- 
ment income could be halved,” said IVhich ? 


• The four partners in Airbus Industrie meet in Toulouse to- 
day in a bid to reach agreement on converting the aircraft man- 
ufacturer into a fully commercial enterprise- "Die partners, among 
them British Aerospace with a 20 per cent slake, had intended 
to sign a binding memorandum of understanding by Christmas, 
paving the way fora changeover in 1999. But agreement has been 
held up by a dispute over the structure of the new company and 
the extent of its powers. 


• Hie Association of British Insurers (ABI) has called on the 
Hampel Committee on corporate governance to refine the per- 
formance related pay criteria for directors. The ABI also suggests 
that disclosure of the relevant parts of a director’s remuneration 
package could be made in a “more readily identifiable way”. The 
ABI says it is “unfortunate" that a number of companies have 
used the Greenbuiy recommendations to give long-term incen- 
tive plans (L-tips) in additional to existing remuneration and in- 
centive schemes. The ABI makes its comments in written 
evidence to the committee. 


e McDonald’s Restaurants, owners of the famous hamburger 
chain, is to create 5.000 new jobs in the UK by opening more than 
100 new outlets. The company said the £1 16m investment would 
lead to full and part-time jobs distributed evenly across the var- 
ious regions of foe country. 


• Vodafone’s subscriber base grew by more than 20 per cent last 
year with the addition of more than 468,000 net new subscribers. 
In the last quarter, more than 332,000 subscribers were connected 
in the UK, producing over 146,000 net new subscribers. 


• Goldsmiths Group, the jewellers’ chain, said sales in the four 
weeks to 28 December rose 12.4 per cent on the year, an early 
indication UK retailers did well in the peak shopping season. Gold- 
smiths expects results to 1 February “in line with expectations” 
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1997: A preview of the year ahead 



One thing at least can be 
predicted with some certainty 
for 1997 - that there will be a 
general election in Britain 
before mid-year. The rest is as 
unpr edictable as ever. Is Wall 
Street’s five-year bull market 
about to come to an end? Is 
sterling set to become a safe 
haven currency? What’s going 
to happen to those hated 
privatised utilities? Who’s going 
to takeover whom? What sort of 
economy can the next 
government look forward to? 
Who’s going to make a splash in 
1997? The Independents 
business writers attempt to 
provide some answers. 


Shedding his reserve: Alan Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve, with his fiancee, Andrea Mitchell. They announced their engagement after a 12-year courtship 


Higher rates needn’t scare investors 


This will be the year of rising in- 
terest rates. Short-term rates 
will rise swiftly in the UK, more 
slowly in the US and - by the 
end of 1997 - also begin to rise 
across continental Europe. The 
key lest for financial markets 
will be to see how confidently 
investors can look beyond this 
cyclical rise and discern the 
longer-term downward trend If 
they are frightened by the rise 
then it will be a bumpy year for 
both bonds and currencies; if 
they can lake the long view then 
the sunlit uplands still beckon. 
It will be interesting to view the 
year from Britain. That is not 
because what happens to UK 
domestic markets has much in- 
fluence on the rest of the world 
It doesn't. The tad does not wag 
the dog. Rather it is because the 
upturn in interest rates will 
happen here first. It will happen 
because the new government, 
whoever is running it, will have 


to lean against strong econom- 
ic growth as one-off t josts 
(from things like the buiJi lg so- 
ciety conversions to pJ : icatus) 
add to strong under ying de- 
mand. 

The result will be strong pres- 
sure on the Chancellor, whoever 
be may be, to get interest rates 
up fast The quicker he re- 
sponds, the less damage there 
will be to long-term interest 
rates, but a sharp rise in short 
rates will inevitably make ster- 
ling more attractive. So sterling 
should remain strong too. 
How high will short-term rates 
go and how much effect wfl] this 
have on the pound? UK base 
rates will probably end the year 
at or close to 7 per cent. Any- 
one who tries to call the exact 
timing of the rises will be wrong, 
but a plausible profile will be 
one more quarter point rise be- 
fore the election and then an- 
other three through the 



by Hamish McRae 


summer and autumn. The peak 
in the interest rate cycle? Prob- 
ably not till well into 1998. 
Impact on gills? The key here 
will be the altitude of the next 
Chancellor. If Labour does get 
in, the first Budget of the new 
government will be scrutinised 
for any use of mirrors to make 
the figures look better. My 
guess is that come what may, 
gQts will have a difficult year, but 
if there is the prospect of lighter 
fiscal policy under Labour than 
under the Tories, then come 
1998 the prospects will look 
much brighter. 

The impact on the pound? 
Well, the problem here is that 
a lot of that impact is already 
in the market: sterling shot up 
in the final quarter oflast year 


and from being dearly under- 
valued is now dose to its un- 
derlying purchasing power 
parity. Of course currencies 
can, and do, overahooL It is per- 
fectly possible that sterling wilJ 
become too strong during the 
course of this year. In any case 
there are two sides to the cur- 
rency equation and whatever 
happens to the pound will be de- 
termined by what happens to 
the dollar and/or the German 
mark. A rational expectation 
would be for sterling to continue 
to strengthen through the ear- 
ly part of this year but for that 
rise to peak by mid-year. But the 
forex markets are not noted for 
their reason, and in any case, 
with the preparations for EMU 
they will have bigger fish to fry. 


In the US, still the dominant 
market for the world, there 
will also be a rise in interest 
rates. The Federal Reserve has 
its next polity meeting in early 
February by which stage it will 
be clear how sustained the pre- 
sent acceleration is growth is 
likely to be. The bigger question 
will be later in the year, will the 
long expansion in the US come 
to an end of its own accord or 
will there have to be several ris- 
es in rates to choke it off. 
Mainstream expectation: a cou- 
ple of further rises in US rates 
during the course of this year, 
but no savage tightening. Pro- 
viding the Fed does act in Feb- 
ruary there need be no fall-out 
in the bond market, but at best 
bond yields will move sideways. 
But that does not mean that the 
15 year long-term downward 
trend of bond yields, in the US 
as well as in continental Europe, 
is ended. As the graph shows 


this is a solid long-term trend. 
Now at some stage that will end 
once it becomes" clear that the 
downward trend in inflation 
cannot proceed any further. 
Bui this year I think we just see 
a pause on that downward path. 
The dollar? Probably some 
more strength, as the gradual, 
patchy recovery continues. But 
the main influence on the dol- 
lar will be what happens to the 


European currencies. If the 
euro is going to be a weak cur- 
rency, as now seems more and 
more likely, then die dollar's 
safe haven status wiU be en- 
hanced. If plans for the EMU 
fall to bits - maybe not likely but 
certainly possible - then expect 
the mark to resume its status as 
the world’s “best" currency. 
And so to continental markets. 
Here the rise in interest rates 


will not happen until well into 
the autumn, maybe not till 
1998. 

Bond markets will take courage 
from this, but currencies will 
struggle. 

The single biggest question for 
bonds and currencies is whether 
the long-term downward trend 
of inflation really solid? I think 
it is. If so. expect a stormy year 
but with calm water beyond. 


Will the fall in long-term rates continue? 



Predictability gives way to 
year of living dangerously 


Few windfalls ahead in 
period of consolidation 


“A year of almost unparalleled 
predictability." This is hew a 
leading economist summed up 
1996 in one of the year-end 
summaries now spilling out of 
the City investment banks. 

It certainly looks as though 
the results of The Independent 's 
annual Golden Guru award for 
the best economic forecast, due 
at the end of January, will be un- 
usually close. The past year 
has brought few surprises. 

But 1997 is going to be a year 
of unusual uncertainty about the 
outlook for the UK economy. 
For starters, there will be a lot 
of politics around. The election 
campaign win affect business, in- 
vestor and consumer behav- 
iour for the next few months. It 
will cast a shadow over share 
prices and sterling. 

Then if, as still looks likely, 
Labour wins, the economy wfil 
move into uncharted waters. It 
is obvious that the measures in- 
troduced by Gordon Brown 
will be more like Kenneth 
Clarke’s policies than Denis 
Healey's two decades ago, but 
there are stQl big unknowns. 
What are New Labour's tax 
plans? Will the Bank of England 
gel more influence over inter- 
est rate decisions? 

Looking beyond the blinkers 
of UK politics, there is more un- 
certainty out in the world in the 
coming year. Take two exam- 
ples: share prices on Wall 
Street: and growth on the Con- 
tinent. Opinions could not be 
more divided about where the 
US stock market is heading - 
Wall Street pundits are pre- 
dicting cither a crash or another 
year of double-digit growth in 


by Diane Coyle 


shares. Whichever it is, London 
is likely to follow suiL Although 
the links between the stock mar- 
ket and the economy are indi- 
rect, a sharp fall - or rise - in 
share prices would influence in- 
vestment and consumer confi- 
dence. 

There is an almost equally 
deep division of opinion over 
the outlook for the Continen- 
tal economies, the main market 
for British exports. The main- 
stream consensus is that their 
struggle to qualify for the sin- 
gle currency will not keep 
growth so subdued for a second 
year running. 

Yet there are plenty of Euro- 
pessimists who believe that the 
efforts of governments on the 
Continent to reduce their bud- 
get deficits to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria will make the 
□ext 12 months just as sluggish 
as the past year. If they are right, 
the strong pound will guaran- 
tee that this spills over into 
British exports and growth. 

The uncertainties in the 
wider world and in the world of 
politics amplify the normal 
sorts of risks attached to eco- 


nomic forecasts. Forecasts for 
the UK this year have some- 
thing for everyone. According 
to the summary of forecasts 
complied by the'Treasury. pre- 
dictions for GDP growth range 
from 2.8 per cent to 4.3 per 
cent, and for the target measure 
of inflation from 1.8 per cent to 
4 per cent. Economists see the 
number of unemployment 
benefit claimants anywhere 
between 1.5 million and 2 
million (the current level), and 
base rates between 5.75 and 
8.25 percent. 

Underlying these divergent 
predictions lie two classes of 
soothsayers, divided by their 
view about whether the econo- 
my lies in the hands of saints or 
sinners. Either the flexible 
labour market has made infla- 
tionary wage claims a thing of 
the paa. consumers have learnt 
their lesson from the late-1980s 
boom and bust and inflation is 
defunct. Or not. 1997 could test 
these theories. 

Professor Patrick Minford of 
Liverpool University is firmly of 
the view that the economy has 
plenty of unused capacity. 


Britain's export markets are 
weak, and without big cuts in in- 
terest rates or taxes GDP 
growth in 1997 will be disap 
pointing. Job insecurity will 
keep pay rises down even if un- 
employment falls much fur- 
ther, he predicts. 

“If I were a Tory Chancellor 
who had just had a nerve-rack- 
ing IS months of relative stag- 
nation, I would welcome the 
resurgence of growth in the late 
summer with open arms and I 
would nurture it,” he concludes. 

At the other end of the range 
lie some of the City economists 
who see haunting parallels be- 
tween the late 1980s and the late 
1 990s, particularly in consumer 
behaviour. For example, Kevin 
Gardiner at investment bank 
Morgan Stanley argues that 
real wages are rising, more 
people have jobs, consumer 
debt-income ratios are low and 
the windfall of building society 
share hand-outs and income tax 
cuts will stimulate spending. 
Inflation-adjusted spending 
power, taking account of taxes 
and mortgages, is 10 per cent 
higher than a year ago. and wall 
rise faster during 1997. Like the 
Bank of England, be sees a 
classic demand-led, inflationary 
recovery on the horizon. 

There is a lot of anecdotal 
evidence to support this out- 
look. in house prices and high 
street spending, in falling un- 
employment and disappointing 
retail price figures. Although 
few experts really believe that 
the UK economy is poised for 
a re-run of the last boom, 
none of them expected it last 
time either. 


If 1996 was an eventful year for 
industry - to take but one ex- 
ample half the electricity sector 
disappeared into American 
bands - then 1997 promises to 
be doubly so. 

In no particular order we can 
expect to see further consoli- 
dation in the telecommunica- 
tions industry, increased merger 
activity among Europe’s de- 
fence and aerospace companies 
and a mopping- up operation to 
take control of the two regional 
electricity companies still in in- 
dependent ownership. 

In the motor industry D- 
Day loams for Rover for this is 
surely the year when its German 
owners BMW either make their 
British acquisition pay off or en- 
gage in a radical re-think. 
Along the way, British Gas in- 
tends lo do the splits but 
whether many more decide to 
follow suit after the disaster of 
the Hanson demerger must be 
open to question. 

Of course the biggest ques- 
tion and the biggest “if” of all 
for industry is whether it will be 
operating under a new Gov- 
ernment by the middle of the 
year. If it is, then there can be 
no question but that the priva- 
tised utilities will dominate the 
industrial year - not because of 
merger mania but because of 
Labour's promised windfall tax. 

Labour has refused to reveal 
how much the lax will raise (City 
estimates range from £5bn to 
£10bn) and who it will hit until 
after the election and after 
consultation with the regulators. 
Clearly the privatised electric- 
ity and water industries are 
most directly in the firing 


line.The big fight will he over a 
second tier of “non-utility" pri- 
vatisations. including British 
Telecom and BAA, which have 
both been lobbying hard to es- 
cape the shadow chancellor 
Gordon Brown ‘sncL Ironically, 
it is precisely these kinds of com- 
panies which can afford to pay 
the mosL. 

Assuming a Labour govern- 
ment moves quickly to put the 
lax on the statue books, the rest 
of the year could be taken up 
with complex legal arguments 
as the utilities seek to ambush 


the measure. Tony Blair will also 
face vociferous behind-the- 
scenes lobbying by utilities tak- 
en over since privatisation by 
US companies. Dieter Helm, di- 
rector of Oxford Economic Re- 
search Associates and a utility 
expert, believes US lobbying 
could scuoper the tax altogeth- 
er “If tne Americans bring 
down the windfall tax by lob- 
bying President Clinton, this 
could do a lot of damage to 
Labour. It would mean the 
party would put its energy into 
wholesale regulatory rcForm.” 

Individual regulators like Ian 
ByatL at OFwat would stay, ap- 
parently, though boards of non- 
cxecutives would be created to 
back them up. The price cap for- 
mula used to regulate the util- 
ities would be supplemented by 
a sliding scale tax designed to 


cream off any further excesses. 
To do much more would need 
primary legislation, a scare 
commodity for any new gov- 
ernment. 

Mr Blair or not, the energy 
sector will experience labour 
pains of its own as Lhe gas and 
electricity industries prepare 
for the birth of full competition 
in their domestic markets from 
1998. Expect more fireworks in 
the south of England as the gas 
liberalisation trials spread out 
across a wider area. Expect 
also further slippage in the tim- 


ing of full competition in the do- 
mestic electricity market. The 
deadline has already slipped six 
months to the right and further 
delays look inevitable as the 
Rees drag their feet. 

Whoever wins the election, 
more power is likely to drift to- 
wards the regulators. A land- 
mark court victory just before 
Christmas gave Don Cruick- 
shank, the telecommunications 
industiy regulator, unique pow- 
ers to ban behaviour by BT 
which he deems anti-competi- 
tive. It would be surprising if his 
fellow regulators weren't think- 
ing along similar lines for the in- 
dustries they police. 

A super-charged Mr Cniick- 
shank is just one of the chal- 
lenges facing BT this year. Its 
other main task will be to secure 
approval for the £55bn merger 




GDP 

Target RP1 

Base rate 


% 

% 

% 

Highest 

4.3 

4.0 

8.25 

Lowest 

2.8 

1.8 

5.75 

Average 

3.5 

2.9 

7.0 

Treasury 

3.5 

2.5 

n/a 



by Chris Godsmark 
and Michael Harrison 


with MCI, the long-distance 
US telecoms operator. Bel on 
the alliance gaining regulatory 
blessing but bet also that AT&T 
will not take the competitive 
threat lying down. Will this be 
the year that the colossus of the 
LIS telecoms industry makes a 
decisive move into British ter- # 
ritory? At one stage it looked * 
as if AT&T might use Energis, 
the telecoms business put up for 
sale by the National Grid, as a 
platform. But the latest indica- 
tions are that it has dropped out 
of the bidding. Enter Deutsche 
Telekom? 

While AT&T ponders, the ca- 
ble industry is reforming under 
the banner of Cable & Wireless 
Communications and will pose 
an increased threat in the tele- 
phony market. Watch out too 
for Ionica, the radio-based tele- 
coms group. 

And what of those mature in- 
dustries as we poiitety like to call 
them? Wzll, the betting must be 
on BMW grasping the nettle 
once and for all at Rover and 
the result could be painful for 
Midlands car workers. . 

Meanwhile the American fad 
for defence mergers looks like 
crossing the Atlantic. British 
Aerospace has been doing its bit 
to drag the rest of Europe into 
an all-embracing military and 
civil aerospace alliance. But is 
this Lhe year when it finally con- 
summates the daddy of all de- 
fence mergers - a marriage d 
with GEC? 

The timing looksgood and in 
George Simpson, GEC may 
have the chief executive to pull 
off a deal, Cometh the hour. 
Cometh the maru-.? 










3 JANUARY 1M7 


'M Wheeler-dealer 

ea„be f frenzy is all 

, w “w v set to continue 


business 



: can be 
■' cei *tainty 

will be a ‘ 
Mtain 
e rest i s as 

*• k Wall 
•ill 

end*? L< 
we a sate 
hat s giving 

sated 

' W- ' • 

tv i--,- agoing 

^ &<t .son of 

sxt 

mvard rtf 

ke H S] ;;ash in 

'id*-' V 

*vor>. 


tor 




;ad in 
ation 


f '■«&* : 


«- 

_■ - 

r 

*'■ - v \ 

If _'^F : 

tr -.^ ' ‘ ; 

b . ■ **■. • 

#* h- ••• 


if v 

!fc* \5s** 


m- - 

Hfc^vtwtrs- 

.- .«5 -■’ 


M^arm Briuin had a mega- 
dl the signs point to 
another year of wbeeler-deafcr 
wenzy. Moreover, at least three 

events in lWJ- the launch of 

-. Channel 5, the birth of digital 
television and further consoli- 
dation in the ITV sector - 
couH transform the media land- 
scape out of all recognition. 
But before looking at the big- 

league changes, it might be 
worth considering a few of the 
. murkier prospects for the sec- 
tor which, while less dramatic, 
could have profound implica- 
tions for many companies. 

There will be. for instance, 
moves toward a whol esal e re- 
form of advertising sales at 
ITV, as the big companies which 
control the commercial market 
for Channel 3 seek an end to the 
controversial “average station 
price" currently used to sell ad- 
vertising time. The preferred 
option is something like “spot" 
pricing, where an advertiser 
pays a premium to get its mes- 
sage into a specific time slot. 
Ihe change might be worth as 
muc h as £100m more a year for 
ITV, a prospect that most in- 
vestors have not yet factored in. 

But there are also going to be 
negative changes for ITV, if not 
in 1997 then in 1998, when the 
Government will begin to phase 
out the controversial payments 
made by Channel 4 to ITV un- 
der the so-called “safety net" 
arrangements. These are worth 
about £90m this year. 

Some ITV companies might 
lessen the blow by seeking to ne- 
gotiate lower licence fee pay- 
ments to the Treasury, which 



by Mathew Horsman 


they have a right to do from the 
end of 1997. 

Still on TV, Channel 4 could 
find itself under pressure this 
coming year. Privatisation may 
have been put off, following a 
successful campaign by the chief 
executive, Michael Grade, to ex- 
tol the public service mandate 
of the fourth channel. But there 
will be further questions about 
"public service" if Mr Grade 
continues to spend his hundreds 
of millions oi pounds in adver- 
tising money on buying yet 
more Hollywood sitcoms and 
series. 

But the immediate threat to 
Channel 4 (and ITV for that 
matter) is the launch of Britain’s 
last “free" television service, 
Channel 5, which is expected to 
be on air by the end of March. 
The new channel will cost its 
backers pots of money - at least 
£180m just to retune millions of 
VCRs up and down the coun- 
try, a condition of the licence - 
but it will pay back in spades. 
With a potential audience of 80 
per cent of UK homes, and 
nearer 90 per cent when you 
count households able to re- 
ceive the signal via cable or 
satellite, Channel 5 will be a 
near-national service. It will 
probably lead to a growth in the 
overall advertising pie, but a 
large part of its estimated rev- 
enues will be poached from 
Channels 3 and 4. At the very 


least, that will put some down- 
ward pressure on the wildly in- 
flated prices being charged per 
minute for commercial adver- 
tising, which rose by about 10 
per cent (7 per cent in real 
terms) in 1996. 

Meanwhile, consolidation of 
ITV will be on the agenda, even 
if the speed (or slowness) with 
which it occurs could surprise 
people. Yorkshire-iyne Tees 
(to Granada), HTV (to United 
News & Media) and Grampian 
(to Scottish Television) are the 
most likely acquisitions. But in 
each case, the buyers don't like 
the high prices they would have 
to pay, and could decide to wait 
until much later to pounce. 

The upshot, in any event, will 
be an ITV sector dominated by 
just two or three companies, 
able for the first time to present 
a common front as a truly na- 
tional network. The implications 
for the current structure of 
ITV, with its federal vocation 
and its much-maligned Net- 
work Centre, will be radical. In- 
deed. there may not be a 
Network Centre at all, if some 
of the more reform-minded of 
the ITV barons get their way. 

A genera] reform of ITV 
won't come a moment too soon, 
given the huge challenges that 
the launch of digital television 
will present. BSkyB, Rupert 
Murdoch's satellite service, 
wants to introduce 200 channels 





Thinking big; Rupert Murdoch wants to introduce 200 channels of TV programming by the end of 1997 


of TV programming and inter- 
active services by the end of 
1997. Digital terrestrial televi- 
sion wfli come a year later, while 
cable hasn’t yet made up its col- 
lective mind. The huge frag- 
mentation of the marketplace 
is bound to hurt traditional 
broadcasters, unless they them- 
selves manage to secure a role 
in the digital age. So far, the only 
ITV companies that appear to 
be serious about digital are 
Michael Green’s Carlton 
(which is bidding for a multiplex 


licence to operate a digital ter- 
restrial service) and Granada, 
which has formed a joint ven- 
ture with BSfcyB to launch pay- 
TV channels. 

To make matters more com- 
plicated for the commercial 
players, the BBC has rushed 
headlong into the digital age, 
having negotiated a joint ven- 
ture agreement with US-con- 
trolled Flextech to launch 
pay-TV channels. These will 
compete directly with the pro- 
grammes of commercial broad- 


casters, and could lead the dig- 
ital field. After all. the BBC de- 
spite its reputation for 
bureaucratic sclerosis, makes 
the best TV prog ramming in 
Britain and -crucial m a crowd- 
ed marketplace - has the best- 
known brand. 

Elsewhere in the media, you 
can expect a few special situa- 
tions to develop. Pearson will be 
in the news, as it struggles to 
agree a new strategy that could 
see a mammoth corporate re- 
structuring. Newspaper com- 


panies will reap the benefits of 
lower newsprint prices, unless 
they decide to add new sections 
to the already groaning products 
that thump on coffee tables of 
a Saturday or Sunday. Of the 
main newspaper groups, both 
United News & Media and 
Mirror Group (which owns 46 
per cent of the Independent ) 
should see operating margins 
improve. 

EMI, the music arm of the 
now demerged Thorn-EMl, is 
bound to be the target of a bid. 


Photograph: Reuters 

and probably an agreed one. 
Favourites include MCA, the 
film and music giant controlled 
by drinks company Seagram, 
and the perennial predators. 
Disney and Bertelsmann. 

Without a doubt, the media 
business, which has outper- 
formed most other industries in 
the past five years, is set for an- 
other year of above-average 
growth. The uncertainties are 
rife, of course, but it would be 
no bad thing to stay over- 
weighted. 


Focus on good quality shares 
and you won’t go too far wrong 


Unfinished business 
as shake-out continues 


The maturity of the current bull 
market in equities was brought 
home on New Year’s Eve when 
a British Gas engineer , a pro- 
pos of nothing, least of all the 
heating he bad comet o fix. be- 
gan expounding his investment 
philosophy. His thoughts were 
a timely reminder of the old 
adage about shoe-shine boys on 
Wall Street - when the gas 
man cometh with share tips a 
crash must surely be around the 
corner. 

His enthusiasm for shares 
brought to mind another, no 
doubt apocryphal, tale from 
1929 when a lift-boy at JP Mor- 
gan plucked up the courage to 
ask the great man himself what 
he thought the market would do 
that day. “It will fluctuate, boy, 
it will fluctuate," was the 
banker's considered response. 

Morgan’s message was that a 
proper investor, as opposed to 
the speculator he rightly as- 
sumed the boy had became, 
tried not to worry about the 
state of the stock market but fo- 
cused on good quality individ- 
ual shares. Anyone who lived 
through the bear market of the 
early 1970s, however, knows 
that not even the best shares can 
shrug off a determined sell-off. 

Between the airing of 1972 
and the end of 1974, the stock 
market lost almost three quar- 
ters of its value, so it is no won- 
der at the end of a year in which 

the Dow Jones index rose by 27 
per cent, dragging tbe London 
market up on its coat-tails, that 
it is not just gas engineer spin- 
ning out their overtime who tret 
about the direction of the mar- 
ket in 1997. 




by Tom Stevenson 


To put things in perspective, 
if the London market were to 
stage a re-ran of the early 
1970s, the FTSE 100 index, 
which closed 1996 at a record 
high of 4118.5, would bottom 
out shortly before the millen- 
nium celebrations at a low of 
1,1120. If bull markets are said 
to climb a wall of worry, they 
don’t get much steeper than 
that 

In an election year when the 
Gist change of government in 18 
years looks probable, with in- 
vestors struggling to acclimatise 
themselves to an economy 
which threatens to have dis- 
covered steady growth without 
inflation, and with stock markets 
on both sides of the Atlantic 
flirting with record highs, it is 
no surprise that the City is 
sharply divided on die future di- 
rection of share prices. 

The bear argument is essen- 
tially this: Wall Street is gross- 
ly overvalued oa a number of 
measures - according to one, 
the aggregate value of stock 
market quoted companies is 
now for the first time ever 
greater than the total US gross 
domestic product As a result 
the Dow win almost certainty ex- 
perience a sharp correction 
sometime soon and, while Lon- 
don is not so priry on funda- 
mental measures, the two 
markets fortunes are so closely 
entwined that a fall in the US 
will inevitably spill over here. 


Talk to Smith New Court's 
Andrew Smi tiers, one of the 
Square Mile's dourest Jeremi- 
ahs, and he will paint you a con- 
vincing apocalyptic vision of 
an overheating UK economy, 
fuelled by the failure of Kenneth 
Clarice in at least the last two 
Budgets to raise taxes -or cut 
spending. Fiscal and monetary 
policy are out of balance, he 
says, and interest rates will 
have to rise to make good the 
shortfall Thai will prick the eco- 
nomic bubble, sterling win fall 
and the door will open for 
Britain's old enemy stagflation. 
The market vail end the year 
well below its current level. 

Tbe problem with that son of 
view, apart from the fact that for 
most of the past 75 years it has 
been wrong, is that it doesn't sell 
shares. No surprise then that Mr 
Smith ers, and his bearish co- 
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horts in the fund management 
business like PDFM's Tony 
Dye, are the exception rather 
than the rule. For the rest of the 
■ City, a watered down version of 
the bullish line taken by 
NatWest's Bob Semple is the 
favoured safe option. 

Mr Semple's view is that an 
incoming Labour government 
will inherit an economic envi- 
ronment many of us thought we 
would never see in our lifetimes: 
solid economic growth, low in- 
flation, falling unemployment 
and the external account in 
broad balance. Gordon Brown's 
first budget will set a prudent 
fiscal policy (with one eye on 
keeping Maastricht options 
open) and an aggressive upward 
move in interest rates to 7 per 
cent will take the edge off con- 
sumer spending. 

That should ensure a longer- 
lived economic cycle, inflation 
will fall back towards the Gov- 
ernment's 2^j per cent target in 
the second half of tbe year and 
gjlt yields will fail. The equity 
market, already underpinned by 
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continued strong earnings and 
dividend growth, will look in- 
creasingly cheap and large 
amounts of institutional cash sit- 
ting on the sidelines will push 
the market to new highs; pos- 
sibly 4,600 by year-end. 

Tbe truth probably lies some- 
where between the Semple and 
Smithers scenarios and we 
would expect the FTSE 100 to 
close 1997 at around 4300 and 
the Dow Jones index, driven by 
rising earnings and a main- 
tained rating, at close to 7000. 
The Nikkei, which has threat- 
ened recovery for four years 
now, will have another indif- 
ferent 12 months. 

Consumer stocks will con- 
tinue to benefit from rising 
high street spending, benefiting 
retailers, leisure companies and 
the brewers. Growth stocks w£D 
struggle to repeat the last two 1 
buoyant years and high yieldeis. 
the market's dogs during that 
time, will haw their dsy. The gas 
man will still be reading the/n- 
vestors Chronicle and the mar- 
ket will still be fluctuating, boy. 


MktfZS Stock Awajje prfca index 
23.0 



J f MAW3 J A SON 0 





There is a much unfinished 
business waiting for the finan- 
cial services industry to get its 
teeth into during 1997. Banking, 
insurance and securities are at 
different stages of a shake-out 
that is breathtaking in its scope 
and which is far from finished. 

Banking will be the highest- 
profile case, because during 
the spring and summer four 
large budding societies, of 
which the largest is the Halifax, 
are to convert to banks. 

This will give them the flex- 
ibility to raise new capital when- 
ever their shareholders are 
willing, and they are likely to use 
their new resources to intensi- 
fy competition with the tradi- 
tional clearing banks. 

It has been well over a decade 
since the big banks started talk- 
ing about the need for a ratio- 
nalisation of their branch 
networks and large reductions 
in costs, in preparation for in- 
creased competition on tbe 
high street. 

Tbe toughest competition 
for the traditional banks looks 
like being in the more tradi- 
tional areas of branch banking, 
where the converted building 
societies will be bringing heavy 
pressure to bear in 1997. 

But it will not be branch 
banking as it used to be known. 
Rather, the branches have be- 
come marketing centres for a 
range of financial products, 
from mortgages to insurance 
and share -dealing services, most 
of which are processed in cen- 
tralised factories. 


by Peter Rodgers 


Converting building societies 
have been as anxious as banks 
to develop their insurance busi- 
nesses and other financial ser- 
vices. They are likely to 
continue to snap up life insur- 
ance companies, copying the ex- 
ample of the most successful of 
all the high street groups. 
Lloyds TSB. 

This will increase i he incen- 
tive for the insurance industry 
- already due for an overhaul 
before tanks began to trespass 
on its patch - to rationalise 

Until the beginning of the 
1990s. the majority of general 
and life insurers resembled the 
banks a quarter century ago, 
when the abolition of a long es- 
tablished lending cartel intro- 
duced competition and started 
a restructuring that is still con- 
tinuing. 

Life and general insurers 
have managed to remain frag- 
mented and relatively ineffi- 
cient, ill-prepared for the 
challenges of modern market- 
ing methods. 

The intense competitive pres- 
sure and the need to mod- 
ernise their businesses led to 
one large merger last year be- 
tween Royal and Sun Alliance. 

The conversion of Norwich 
Union to a stock market quot- 
ed company, raising extra cap- 
ital to strengthen its business. 


will make further consolidation 
in the rest of the industry still 
more likely. 

It would be surprising if 1997 
ended without mergers involv- 
ing other quoted composite in- 
surers, such GRE or 
Commercial Union. The odds 
must also be at least even on a 
takeover of a large British com- 
posite insurer from abroad. 

Life insurance companies 
will be under similar pressures. 
Predictions three years ago of 
a halving of the number of ac- 
tive companies by the end of the 
century look as if they 1 will be 
proved right. 

In London, the new Stock 
Exchange trading system will 
have nothing like the catalytic 
effect on the industry of Big 
Bang in 1986. when fixed com- 
missions were abolished. 

The modern version of Big 
Bang is more likely to be found 
elsewhere in the City, and will 
be a result of monetary union, 
which is prompting a rational- 
isation of foreign exchange 
dealings rooms. 

The final piece of unfinished 
business is political. The City 
need not be too worried for the 
moment about Labour's re- 
forms of financial regulation, if 
it wins power, because they are 
likely to be on the tack burn- 
er during the first year or two. 
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Feel-good consumers exude a glow 








1996 was Lbe year when retail- 
irTfinallv began to believe in a 
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by Nigel Cope 


Stores under more dynamic 
management and Burton mov- 
ing into the sector with the In- 
novations and Racing Green 
the sector is already 
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it has done for years. 

Also look out for a mail or- 
der move by Marks & Spencer. 

Britain's leading retailer al- 
ready has a housewares rata- 
wnje. More are likely to follow. 

Tbp of the list for corporate 

^ch* h^Scident 

Mr Strong to 
Jtfculor, 1997 is a enwf 
year. With Freemans up for sate 
Sears looks more and more hire 
^^k-upcandidate./^nt^ 
of the re-structure is likely to be 


Mr Strong himself who has 
found his position under threat 
Sears could be spih up into a se- 
ries of smaller businesses with 
the highly successful Selfridges 
department store as a stand- 
alone business with healthy ex- 
pansion prospects is other 
major dries. The womenswear 
chains which include V/aiiis and 
Miss Selfridge could form an- 
other group. If Sears’ Christmas 
trading statement is tin-im- 
pressive the clamour for a re- 
structure, or new management, 
win grow. 

This year is also judgement 
time for another one of last 
year’s losers - House of Fras- 
er, the department store group. 
The new management under 
John Coleman will be given a 
period of grace to settle in and 
effect a turnaround. But if the 


long-awaited recovery is not 
forthcoming then the predators 
could move in. 

The supermarket sector looks 
set for another fascinating year. 
1996 was characterised by cut 
throat competition as Tesco, 
Asda and Safeway all profited 
at Salisbury's expense. This 
year promises to see no let-up 
in the competition. But there is 
the added twist that all four of 
the big groups will be operating 
tinder new management. One 
question is how Asda will fare 
this year as Archie Norman 
lakes a less prominent role. 

But the bigger question is this 
- will 1997 see a Salisbury re- 
naissance? After a year on the 
ropes Sainsburys needs a good 
run to claw back ground lost to 
Tcsco. More details on the 
Salisbury's Bank will be avail- 
able this month and this could 
prove a key development as 
Sainsbury's attempts to re-claim 
the marketing initiative after a 
year during which it always 


looked to be following. Sains- 
bury^s may need one of its rivals 
to slip up to really make head- 
way but with so many strengths 
- including its brand name - the 
prospects of a turnaround look 
promising. 

Indeed brands will be a key 
issue again this year. The high 
street and the supermarket sec- 
tor are gradually polarising be- 
tween the winners which have 
strong brand namesand the rest, 
which do not Next, Dixons, Ar- 
gos and John Lewis are just 
some of the retailers whose 
brand strength has enabled 
them to develop market leading 
positions. The gap between | 
them and the secondary retail 
pliers will continue to widen. | 

Fmafly, electronic shopping 
will make more progress this 
year. A new standard on the en- 
cryption of credit card numbers 
wfll make Internet transactions 
more secure and remove a ma- 
jor stumbling block to accep- 
tance of tbe new medium. 
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Bloomberg has his sights set on 
overtaking arch-rival Reuters 


Corporation gets a toe 
in door of Keats House 


Michael Bloomberg, the bil- 
lionaire purveyor of financial in- 
formation and the main rival of 
Reuters, the market leader, is 
distracted. “What was the ques- 
tion.' 1 he asks for the second 
time, his eyes trained on the fig- 
ure of a young, attractive 
woman standing on the other 
side of a glass partition at 
Bloomberg’s Finsbury Square 
London headquarters. 

“Does she work for you?", 
Mr Bloomberg is asked. “Beats 
me." he answers. “I hope not, 
cause she is not available if she 
does." 

Well, it’s good to know that 
Mr Bloomberg, newly single af- 
ter a 20-ycar marriage, doesn't 
attempt to date his own em- 
ployees. He oversees a huge em- 
pire, employing 2,000 
journalists and support staff 
and supplying quality financial 
information around the globe. 

Ask anyone at Reuters what 
they think of Bloomberg, and 
they have two answers. The first 
is for public consumption: “no 
serious competition." The oth- 
er is whispered in private: “They 
are big and getting bigger." 


Mathew Horsman talks to the US media 
tycoon about his global business aims 


former broker and Harvard 
Business School graduate, really 
catch up? “We are a quarter of 
the size of Reuters, and you are 
asking if that gap can be 
bridged," Mr Bloomberg says. 
“Of course it can. Ten or fifteen 
years ago we didn't even exist" 

His confidence is impres- 
sive, even alarming. It is easy 
enough to believe the stories 
about his departure from Sa- 
lomon's, where he was shown 
the door because he had too 
many opinions about how the 
company should be run. 

Mr Bloomberg saw a market 


for real-time information about 
stocks and bonds. His first ef- 
forts, helped by a intuitive un- 
derstanding of Wall St and 
insights into the world of com- 
puters and communication, 
were simple affair s. Today, how- 
ever, the Bloomberg box, which 
sits on trading desks (and news- 
rooms) around the world, is so- 
phisticated, supple and easy to 
use. He has since added books, 
magazines and even television. 

But Mr Bloomberg is far 
from satisfied. At 54, he sees 
challenges ahead, not least the 
roll-out of Bloomberg Television 


into new markets. The service 
is already up and running in the 
US and was recently launched 
in France. Carefully customised 
for each home market it is set 
for launch in the UK at the end 
of the year as part of Rupert 
Murdoch's digital satellite net- 
work, to be introduced in No- 


vember by BSkyB. 
So how profital 


So how profitable will the 
television business be? Mr 
Bloomberg is refreshingly blunt 
on the subject. “It’s hard to see 
what you might call the media 
businesses generating anything 
like the monqr that the termi- 


And so they are. This year, 
with revenues of Slbn, 
Bloomberg will Lake over the 
second position in the financial 
information market, exceeding 
the market share of Dow Jones- 
Telerate. The company has 
grown at a rate of about 30 per 
cent a year since it was Launched 
in 1981. 

It has done so by paying 
good salaries but wringing every 
last drop from employees. 
There are no job titles at 
Bloomberg, and - ostensibly - 
- no hierarchy. Nor, however, 
does he insist on taking absolute 
control. “ I lend the name," he 
says. “That's the value. Look at 
Col Sanders - people think he 
still cooksall that chicken, even 
though he has been dead for 
two years." The approach has 
given him an undoubted edge 
in the market for financial in- 
formation, to which has been 
subsequently added the bells 
and whistles of a full-service 
news wire. 

Still, Reuters is far bigger. 
Can Michael Bloomberg, the 
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Michael Bloomberg: Big and getting bigger in financial in fo rm ati on 


nal business generates," he con- 
cedes. “We make $930m a year 
and are growing at 30 per cent 
We'd have to be awfully suc- 
cessful at television to come 
dose to that." 

And he isn’t even convinced 
that television is the best way to 
communicate information. 
“The market for serious news 
is small," he says. “The market 
for business news is a lot small- 
er than that, and the market for 
business news on a sequential 
access medium is tiny. TV and 
radio don’t lend themselves 
very well to imparting selective 
information, so Fd rather go to 
the newspaper or to my termi- 
nal” 

So why be in television at all? 
The answer is vintage 
Bloomberg, and a lesson to 
would-be entrepreneurs. “Our 
brand is better known now be- 
cause we went into TV,” he says. 
“The fourth estate [the press] 
loves to write about itself, so we 
get written about a lot more now 
that we are in the TV business. 

“A cynic might say we are in 
TV to sell the main business [of 
terminals]. That's not quite 
true but its not wrong either. Wfe 
wouldn't go in if it didn't sell ter- 
minals. We have a mens' room 
because we have to have one to 
sell terminals. But it doesn’t 
earn any revenues." 

Still, be insists that he will 
make a profit out of television, 
and wouldn't be investing the 
huge sums to develop the prod- 
uct if he didn’t think it would 
make money. 

Already rich beyond the 
dreams of avarice - “I can’t 
spent the money Z have now,” 
be says - Bloomberg is still firm- 
ly committed to the business. In 
the future, he plans to roll out 
yet more TV services, and sell 
more Bloomberg terminals. 

“I want to do it everywhere, " 
he says. “Where there are cap- 
ital markets and the need for 
news, we want to do it in the lo- 
cal language.” 

So what about all those ru- 
mours that he is prepared to 
sell? Merrill Lynch, the invest- 
ment bank, has 30 per cent of 
the company, but the rest is 
Bloomberg's. 


The Corporation of London 
is taking over the ownership 
of Keats House in Hamp- 
stead. an early 19th century 
Grade I listed building closely 
associated with the work of 
English poet John Keats. 

You may have thought the 
Corporation would have its 
hands full r unning the City of 
London, but ft also has a ' 
good record in maintaining 
historic properties outside the 
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Square Mile. 

These include Queen Eliz- 
abeth's Hunting Lodge in Ep- 
ping Forest. It also owns and 
manages a number of public 
spaces such as Hampstead 
Heath. 

It was the London Borough 
of Camden, in fact, which ap- 
proached the Corporation 
two years ago with a proposal 
to transfer ownership of the 
Keats House to secure its fu- 
ture. The house comes along 
with books and artifacts in 
the Keats collection and 
seven staff. 

John Keats himself had 
strong connections with the 
Square Mile. He was born in 
the City in 1795 at a livery 
and alehouse called the 
“Swan and Hoop” (now- 
known as the “John Keats at 
The Moorgate*’) in Moor- 
fields (now Moorgate). He 
also spent some tune living in 
lodgings with his brothers at 
□umber 76 Cheapside. 

It was at the house in 
Hampstead, however, which 
Keats moved to in 1816, 
where he composed his 
famous Ode to a Nightingale 
in the garden. 
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John Keats: The Corporation of London steps in 


Barrie Pearson is not only the 
founding chairman of corpo- 
rate finance boutique Living- 
stone Guarantee. He is also a 
food guide inspector who 
tirelessly patrols the eateries 
of the UK, dividing the good 
grub from the bad. 

His finest accolade, howev- 
er, must be that he has just 
assisted internationally 
renowned chef Raymond 
Blanc with the latter’s yule- 
tide tome,/4 Blanc Christmas . 
The in-house catering at Liv- 
ingstone Guarantee must be 
something to savour. 


As if the Christmas and new 
Year celebrations weren't 
enough, a survey from EFA 
Promotion is seeking to 
hound us over worrying about 
toasting the Millennium. Ac- 
cording to the campaigning 
body for independent finan- 
cial advice, “just 6 per cent of 
Britons have made plans to 
celebrate the eve of the mil- 
lennium 1999". 

No doubt the other 93 per 
cent are, like me, still recov- 
ering from this New Year’s 
Eve. 

Of those who have planned 
ahead, IFA Promotion tell us, 
26 per cent, or 694,000 adults, 
plan to "go abroad." (Pre- 
sumably to get away from 
pesky surveys like this). An- 
other 21 per cent plan to hold 
a family get-together, 16 per 
cent want to hold a party and 
14 per cem intend to "go out 
with friends". 

Personally I'll be staying in 
and watching re-runs of Only 
Fools and Horses . 


miliar? “The pressures on 
people have increased and 
companies are expecting 
more from their employees. 
They can work them too hard 
and expect too much from 
them." 

The programme also warns 
that some workers push 
themselves too hard. 

“They have a little terrorist in 
their brain saying ‘Keep Go- 
ing', who just flogp them on 
day in, day out. That is not 
the company's fault, that is 
their personality.” 

And there 1 was thinking it 
was fear of redundancy. Silly 
me. 


If the post-festivity blues are 
setting in, a new national 
campaign seeks to show peo- 
ple how to defeat depression. 
According to a self-help pro- 
gramme from The Royal Col- 
lege of Psychiatrists, stress 
today is largely down to 
changes in the work enviroa- 
menL 

Does aav of this sound fa- 


Yorkshire Building Society 
has just appointed a new 
chai rman, Derek Roberts, 
who retired as the society's 
chief executive last April. 

Mr Roberts, 54, joined the 
Yorkshire in 1972 and be- 
came chief executive in 1987. 
He is also a director of York- 
shire Water and is on the 
board of Bradford City Chal- 
lenge. 


1 see Mercury is advertising ' 
its Smartcall and UK Call ser- ' 
vices at the moment with the 
slogan: “Should old aquain- , 
tance be forgot?” All Mer- 
cury has forgotten is the 
missing “c". , 


John Willcock 
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sport 


Barnes determined to make return to the limelight 


. he were in show business. 
Paul Bames will be described 
A? having worked for 10 years 
to bean overnight success. 

A. striker with a healthy, 
though relatively unnoticed,’ 
scoring record was suddenly 
propelled into the nation’s 
awareness with one glorious 
and surprising flourish. 

No one expected lowly York 
City to provide anything much 
more than doughty victims 

when they went to Old Tfttfford 
in the Coca-Cola Cop last sea- 
son. True, Manchester. United 
did not have their best team 
out, but there were seven in- 
ternationals in the 11 who 
should have been more than 


Bootham Crescent along with 
his man of the match award. It 
is still, by some way, the best 
night of the 29-year-old’s career. 

Nobody expects this to be his 

only brush with fame. He har- 
bours ambitions to play in the 
Premiership, but more imme- 
diate is the prospect of playing 
Liverpool tomorrow. 



Guy Hodgson talks to the 
Burnley striker who is used to 
Cup upsets and will be eager 
for more at Anfield tomorrow 


was John Ward. J didn't need 
much persuasion.*’ 

Bames has 13 goals this sea- 
son, including one against Wal- 


sall in the second-round replay 
is playing well 


Burnley; Barnes’ new dub, 
)Anfieldf 


go to Anfield in the third round 
of the FA Cup and, as he says: 
“If the match against United 
proved anything, it's that any- 
thing’s possible if you believe 
in yourselves." 

Bames has always had a be- 
lief in his ability even though his 


enough to cope with a twain 
smuggling in the Second Divi- 

ciVtn 


salad days were spent largely in 
Es County 


siodl 

Instead, in Alex Ferguson's 
words, United were given a 
football lesson. York won 3-0, 
Bames scored two of the goals 
and but fora hairline offside de- 
cision would have finished with 
a hat-trick to take back to 


the reserves at Notts 

and Stoke City. Kenny Dalglish 
was his role model, but it took 
a £50,000 move to York, at the 
age of 24, to allow his natural 
sawing skins to come to the fore 
with 76 goals in 143 League ap- 
pearances. 

The man who bought him, 
who is now Burnley’s assistant 


manager, John Vterd, described 
Bames as the “final piece in the 
jigsaw" and Alan little, who 
succeeded Ward as the York 
manager, agrees. "It was a lot 
of money for the club in those 
days, but he repaid it many 
times over with his goals," Lit- 
tie said. “He has pace and abil- 
ity which worries defenders 
and if he misses he goes straight 
back for another go. He has no 
fear." 

A brief £350.000 transfer to 
Birmingham City followed - 
where he also averaged a goal 
every other game - before he 
moved to Burnley in Septem- 
ber. “1 had five months at St 
Andrew’s under Barry Fry," he 
said, "but, when Trevor Fran- 


cis became manager, he 
brought in Paul Furlong and 
Mike Newell for £2Jm so it was 
clear that my opportunities 
would be limited. I went to see 
him and told him I wanted first- 
team football and he was su- 
perb. He told me be didn't want 
me to go, but if I got set up 
somewhere he wouldn’t stand 


m my way. 

"I don't regard Burnley as a 
step down. You only have to go 
to Turf Moor to realise that this 
is a big club, the proverbial 
sleeping giant. It is a Second Di- 
vision club that's geared to the 
First Division. I also knew the 
manager, Adrian Heath, from 
when we played together at 
Stoke and, of course, there 


last week, and be is playing 
enough for Burnley to be able 
to transfer-list their main strik- 
er, Kurt Nogan- “We’re going 
well in the "League," Bames 
said, “and the team is beginning 
to play well. There's no reason 
why we shouldn’t do ourselves 
justice against Liverpool.” 

Which was just about where 
York were when they met Man- 
chester United. “We went to 
Old Trafford determined not to 
let ourselves down, but once the 
game started the lads sudden- 
ly realised maybe we could do 
something here. The confi- 
dence grew when we took the 
lead, but to come away with a 
3-0 win was unbelievable. 

“Alex Ferguson said after- 
wards that York had done a 
good job on United and my 
chief memory was of SO per cent 
of the fans staying behind to 


clap us off the pitch, which was 
a marvellous feeling. 1 also 
won the man of the match 
award, which is rare for an away 
player. The whole evening was 
wonderful." 

What about Anfield? “I’ve 
played a few reserve matches 
there and even when it is prac- 
tically empty it is a magnificent 
ground. We visited the museum 
on one trip and to see the ex- 
hibits and experience the sense 
of history gives you an idea just 
how big Liverpool are. 

“I haven’t given up hope 
that I will reach the Premier- 
ship one day. Playing against 
the likes of Gary Pallister and 
Steve Bruce gave me a taste of 
what it is like with the best de- 
fenders and it is something I 
would like to do on a regular 
basis.” 

An encounter with Liver- 
pool's back five will simply 
provide him with a temporary 
brush against the country's 
£lite. If he does well then, 
Burnley will probably do so too. 



Paul Bames 

of the match 


Matchless but 


modest Miguel 


Miguel lndurain. who collect- 
ed nicknames as readily as he 
picked up road-race titles dur- 
ing the five years when he dom- 
inated the Tour de France, may 
have retired but he will contin- 
ued to be revered as a hero in 
his native Spain. 

Hie "Colossus of Roads", 
“Big Mig* , “the Sphinx", 
“Singing”, however cycling afi- 
cionados around the world pre- 
ferred to refer to him, lndurain 
became one of the greats of the 
sport and his popularity at ho me 
did not wane even though, hav- 
ing become the first man to win 
the lour five times in a row, he 
i^ailed to make it six last year. 

When the Ibur crossed the 
border into Spain and passed 
through his home town of Pam- 
plona last July, the phenomenal, 
emotional welcome he received 
ooukl not have been greater had 
he been wearing the coveted 
yellow jersey of lour leader. 
Instead the colours rested 
wth Denmark's Bjame Riis, 
who kept them until the Paris 
finish. Yet lndurain, his 
brown eyes filled with tears 
at his reception, was still the 
only champion for his fellow 
Navarrans. “Five is enough,” 
one banner proclaimed. 

Weeks after leaving the 
Tour as one of the van- 
quished lndurain gave Spain 
.something else to cheer when 
he won an Olympic gold 
medal. The Atlanta time tri- 
al was to be his final bow. Re- 
tirement rumours rumbled on 
through the season until this 
week when, in keeping with ■ 

. -i frfo manner, be slipped qui- 
' ^tiyimo the Hall ofnioe to end 
an admirable reign. 

Induram’s interest in bike rac- 
ing was fired when he was II, 
because a sandwich and a drink 
was given to each lad who fin- 
ished a race in his home town. 
Then be was hungrily growing 
towards his 6fi 2in, his physical 
stature aided by working on his 
father's farm at Villava. Physi- 
cally he was a natural for bas- 
ketball. He tried it and also 
became the 400 metres running 
champion of NavmTe, but he 
was destined for the chain gang. 

Guided by Jose Miguel 
Echavarri, who left his bar in 
Pamplona to become a team 
manager, lndurain bloomed. 
His first Tour de France ra 


Robin Nicholl looks back over the 
career of a man mountain called 
Jnduraln, who is the only cyclist to have 
won five Tours de France In succession 


1985 lasted four days before he 
was ordered to pull out. This 
gentle introduction made In- 
durain thirst for more. Four 
years later, he won his first Tour 
stage. 

Applause, medals and admi- 
ration came, but nothing would 
change his way of life. He was 
the people's champion. The 
Ibur with all its agonies and 
frustrations cried its worst, but 
lndurain was true to his nick- 
name of the Sphinx. 

In the heat of impending 
victory lndurain phoned his 
mother, IsabeL He was not 
seeking comfort in her motherly 
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tones, all he wanted to know was 
whether the family had har- 


Indurain once raced 16 miles 
on mountain roads with a dou- 
ble fracture of his wrist, and his 
only publicised acknowledge- 
ment to pain was when another 
rider accidentally stood on his 
stockinged foot Indutain’s shout 
was quoted throughout the 
Spanish media. “Everyone tells 
me that I never look as if I am 
suffering, but when 1 see videos 
of the races I always remember 
the pain I had to endure." 

He was as cool as an iceberg, 
and just as dangerous. It is his 
unseen depths of resolve that 
s ink his rivals, but Echavarri 
always pointed out the physical 


lndurain. A heart almost twice 
the normal size, a slow heart 
beat, and a lung capacity twice 
that of the average man of his 
age. Induiain’s extra long thigh 
bones also gave him more lever- 
age for pedalling, and that was 
the key to the speed that gave 
him the victories in Tour time 
trials that were the foundation 
for those five victories. 

His mentality, as much as his 
physique, was 'to be admired. 
“Miguel is a lord," Echavarri 
said. “Eddy Merckx would grind 
and humble his rivals. Miguel is 
considerate and does not rule 
in such a fashion." 

lndurain always treated 
• his team like a family. “The 
riders are my brothers and 
Echavarri is the father. I 
never scream or shout at my 
team-mates. Aggression does 
not make me a better rider. 
Everyone makes mistakes. 1 
do, and it is best to forgive." 

After his third Tour tri- 
umph. streets were named in 
Indurain’s honour, even a 
hymn sung his praises. 

’ Spam's King Juan Carlos 
greeted him on another tri- 
umphal return to Spain, and 
when it came to sportsman 
of the year, the likes of Seve 
Ballesteros had to settle for 
being voted into second 
place. When lndurain hit 
the Tour road in July Span- 
ish TV ratings soared, and 
peaked on his triumphal parade 
along the Champs-Eysees. Pro- 
grammers could be running 
repeats next July as their su- 
perstar settles for a quieter life 
with his wife and family, and 
looks forward to the next har- 
vest down on the farm. 

Fame could never spoil In- 
duram. His example in deed and 
manner will be hard to follow. 
Five Tours de France, two Tours 
of Italy, a world tide, the world 
hour record, and Olympic gold 
would make many stick out 
their chests, but as he said af- 
ter a Tour victory: “I am proud 
of what I have done, but you 
must keep a perspective. It’s just 



when he lvon the man 
award at OW Trafford Photograph: Empics 


Stevenage in 
bold pursuit of 
twin targets 


Non-League notebook 


RUPERT METCALF 


The only GM Vauxhall Con- 
ference fixture to beat the win- 
ter weather on New Year's Day 
saw the defending champions, 
Stevenage Borough, secure a 
spectacular 6-1 win at Slough 
Town to climb to third place in 
the table. 

Stevenage are a daunting 15 
points behind the leaders. Kid- 
derminster Harriers, but they 
have five games in hand - and 
they are not letting tomorrow’s 
scheduled FA Cup trip to Birm- 
ingham City distract them from 
their main objective this season. 

“If we could swap places 
with Kidderminster, we would," 
Paul Fairclough, the Stevenage 
manager, said, “but this club 
loves a challenge. The Cup run 
is great, but the league is more 
important and we still think we 
can win it." 

Wednesday's result at Slough 
did his side's self-belief no 
harm “We were most surprised 
to find the game was on. but it 
was a great confidence-booster 
ahead of the Cup tie. And 
we’ve got a message for Bir- 
mingham - we’re not just going 
there to enjoy the day, we’re go- 
ing there to win.'' 

Stevenage were drawn at 
home for the third-round tie 
but the match was soon 
switched to St Andrew's on 


police advice. When it will be 
played remains to be seen - City 
have had their last two home 
games postponed and a hot-air 
balloon covering the pitch failed 
to save Wednesday's fixture 
against Manchester'City. 

David Sullivan, Birming- 
ham’s joint-owner, might not be 
too upset if Borough have to 
wait for their big day out. “We 
want a perfect pitch to play 
Stevenage on." he said, "and 
don't want to give them any pos- 
sible advantage by staging the 
game on a substandard pitch.” 

The winter weather prevent- 


ed play at Bromsgrove Rovers, 


so Kidderminster will have to 
wait to try and gain revenge for 
their unexpected Boxing Day 
2-1 home defeat to their Wor- 
cestershire rivals. Harriers have, 
however, signed up their high- 
ly rated striker, Lee Hughes, un- 
til the end of ibe 199SU89 season. 

Hughes, 20, has scored 21 
goals this season. “He is more 
valuable to us on the pitch than 
he is as money in the bank," Kid- 
derminster's manager, Graham 
Allner, said. 

Peter Davenport, the former 
Nottingham Forest, Manchester 
United and England forward, 
has become Southport’s care- 
taker manager following the 
resignation before Christmas 
of Steve Joel. Davenport, who 
had been Joel’s assistant intends 
to carry on playing for the Haig 
Avenue side. 


Albania 




a bicyde race 


Miguel lndurain acknowledges another of the many triumphs which made him one of 
the greatest cyclists of all time Photograph: Allsport 



India made to 
• suffer for 
bad catching 


England to mark 
Kersey’s death 


Pakistanis in 
protest at 
fans’ conduct 


Cricket 


South Africa 280-4 v India 
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The England team will wear 
black armbands in the third one- 
day international against Zim- 
babwe in Harare today as a 
mark of respect to the Surrey 
wicketkeeper Graham Kersey. 

The 25 -year-old encketer 
lost his fight for life on New 
Year’s Day after suffering severe 
head injuries in a car crash m 
Brisbane on Christmas Eve 
The Surrey captain, Alec 
Stewart, on tour with Eng- 
“We have tost nm 
only a great cridceter, but also 
a tremendous team marc He 
was. without doubt, the most 

popular man on the staff; a true 

south London.^ 

SStfS®— 

s&srrto- 



Kersey: 'A players' player’ 


Christmas Eve to get the news 
and unfortunately he did not 
" " it for life over 


make his -o— — — - 
Christmas and we beard the ter- 
rible news yesterday." 

Kersey, a talented, athletic 
and tidy keeper, and a a dogged 
batsman, played in 53 first-class 
matches, claiming 169 catches 
and making a dozen stumpines. 
while scoring more than 1, 


23220. In one-day appearances, 
Ketsey had 33 victims andahalf- 
century to his credit 


Australian Cricket Board offi- 
cials are investigating claims that 
several Pakistan players were 
verbally abused by the crowd 
during Wednesday’s limited 
overs international in Sydney. 

The players' identities have 
not been disclosed, but they 
have complained they were vic- 
tims of racism during the World 
Series match that the tourists 
won by four wickets. 

police arrested eight men 
for going on to the playing 
field, including one man who 
slid stomach-down into the 
stumps, and removed 86 spec- 
tators for unruly behaviour. 
Another six spectators were 
arrested on charges including 
offensive behaviour. 

Australia’s captain, Mark 
Taylor, said: “I think everyone 
has been disappointed at vari- 
ous times with crowds else- 
where, and we seem to be 
following suit." 

■ The New South Wales 
bowler Anthony Stuart has 
been called into the Australian 
squad to replace the injured 
Paul Reiffel for Sunday’s one- 
day international against the 
West Indies in Brisbane. 


Gimelstob shocks 


Philippoussis 


Tennis 


Little -known teenager Justin 
Gimelstob recorded die biggest 
win of his short career when he 
upset Australia's Mark Philip- 
poussis to steer the United 
States to the final of the Hop- 
man Cup mixed team event in 
Perth yesterday. 

Gimelstob, ranked 151 in the 
world, outslugged the 30th- 
ranked Australian 7-6, 4-6, 7-6 in 
a match lasting nearly two and 
a half horns to cany the US ream 
to an unassailable 2-0 lead and 
a place in tomorrow’s final 

“That was a big win, proba- 
bly the biggest of my career so 
far." the New Jersey-born right- 
hander said after his first angles 
victory in Perth. 

Chanda Rubin, the world No 
17, who has not lost asingles tie 
in the eight-team tournament, 
had accounted for Nicole 
Bradtke 7-5. 6-0 to give the US 
team the early advantage. 

Gimelstob, 19, arrived in 
Perth only nine hours before his 
first match against Guy Forget 
on Sunday. He was on a beach 
holiday in Florida when he was 


called up as a late replacement 
for Richey Reneberg whose 
wife was due to give birth. 

Gimelstob turned profes- 
sional last June and his previ- 
ous best performance was a 
quarter-final place at the Scotts- 
dale tournament in the United 
Slates last year. 

In the other Group A tie, the 
top seeds, Croatia, who lost 
2-1 to the United States in a sev- 
en-hour match on Wednesday, 
were handed a 3-0 victory by 
France after Guy Forget for- 
feited due to blisters on his 
hand. Romania kept alive their 
chances of reaching the final 
with a 3-0 victory over Germany 
in Group B. 

The top seed Thomas 
Muster, angered by mobile 
phone users, dropped a set 
and took more than two hours 
to beat Norway’s Christian 
Ruud for a place in the quar- 
ter-finals of the Qatar Open in 
Doha. 

The Austrian needed two 
hours and 13 minutes to defeat 
Ruud 6-2, 3-6. 7-5 and set up a 
last-eight match against the 
American Jim Courier, the 
eighth seed. 


Last month we reported that 
Mario Kempes, Argentina’s 
1978 World Cup hero, was to 
become the first foreign coach 
in Albania when be joined the 
First Division dub, Lusbnja. 
Now we are glad to put the 
record straight The first for- 
eign coach in the nnpoveoshed 
Balkan country did indeed ar- 
rive this season - but in Sep- 
tember, not December, and he 
is a 49-year-old Welshman 
called Ken Jones. 

No World Cup winners’ 
medals feature in Jones’ career 
- he played 70 League games 
for Wretfiam, Crystal Palace 
and Swindon - but his Alban- 
ian adventure is just as re- . 
markable as that of Kempes. 
After his League days ended 
Jones joined the police force 
add played for, coached and 
managed the Great Britain po- 
fice side. He also spentfive years 
coaching Stafford Rangers, but 
has not been involved in club 
football for several years. 

Now, though, Jones is coach- 
ing Albania Tabak, a First Di- 
vision dub -from the town of 
Librazhd. “It was. arranged by 
British Executive Services 
Overseas [a government-fund- 
ed agency] and I went over 
there iff September,” Jones 
said yesterday. “I go hack in 



AROUND 
THE WORLD 

Cyprus 


February after their winter 
reak. In 


break. They wanted a foreign 
coach to raise the chib’s profile. 

' “Tve got 24 professional 
players to work with, but the 
best-paid only earns about £90 
a month," Jones added. “The 
facilities are not good." Nev- 
ertheless, Jones is doing his best 
in his Balkan outpost and had 
steered his side up to seventh 
place in the Leagueby the win- 
ter break. 

When he returns to Albania 
next month, an English fire en- 
gine will be m aking the same 
journey. The town of librazhd 
did not have one, so, with the 
help of the Staffordshire Emer- 
gency Humanitarian Aid 
Group, Jones has arranged the 
provision of medical supplies 
plus the surplus fire engine. 
Now there’s an achievement' 
that Mario Kempes might 
struggle to emulate... - 


Football fans in Cyprus have 
been gripped by allegations of 
a betting scandal involving 
their national team. 

The Cypriot Football Asso- 
ciation bias demanded a gov- 
ernment inquiry into allegations 
that last month's World Cup 
qualifier against Bulgaria was 
rigged It wants an investigation 
into bookmakers’ accounts to 
find out how much money was 
bet on Cyprus to lose the match 
— and who placed the bets. 

This follows local media al- 
legations that some of the 
Cyprus players had bet. large 
sums of money on their team 
losing. The Bulgarians won 
3-1. “We want a thorough, in- 
depth investigation," toe FA 
chairman, Marios Lefkaritis, 
Said. “What concerns us is that 
the integrity of football is at 
stake and even though we arc 
talking about rumours we are 
embarrassed and want to dear 
the whole situation up." 

The media allegations do not 
mention any specific player, but 
the FA has admitted that the 
sums bet on the match arc 
enough to arouse suspicion. 
Saying about £30,000 was bet on 
the game - 10 times the usual 
amount. Bookmakers started 
rejecting bets when they- be- 
came suspicious, a parliamen- 
taiy inquiry was tola this weeL 

Costas Koutsokoumnis, the 
FA vice-chairman, told the par- 
liamentary inquiry: “I can only 
say the performance of some 
players tin the match against 
Bulgaria] was not as it normally 
is in other games... but this 
could easily be countered with 
an excuse, luce they had the flu." 


Rupert Metcalf 
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RACING: The tide-washed sands of nature’s all-weather gallop underpin a small trainer's attempt to keep pace with his peers 



Coasting to victory: Coome Hill relaxes after completing the dally beach exercises at Bude which form part of the training schedule taking him towards the Cheltenham Gold Cup Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Strands of hope shape a golden horizon 


Before the east wind inter- 
vened, the feature race at 
Sandown tomorrow was to be 
the chase named in memory of 
Peter Cazalet, trainer to royal- 
ty in the immediate post-War 
years and a man who might be 
slightly perplexed by the mod- 
em way of preparing racehors- 
es. What with equine swimming 
pools, all-weather gallops, tra- 
chea washes and blood counts, 
it is sometimes difficult to tell 
where the training duties end 
and those of the scientist begin. 

Yet one old-fashioned virtue 
can still prove invaluable in 


these hi-tech times - the abili- 
ty to improvise. The main gal- 
lop on the farm in Cornwall 
where Walter Dennis prepares 
Coome MU, the Heonessy Gold 
Cup winner, is currently as sol- 
id as Alaskan permafrost, but 
while many of Lamboum’s lead- 
ing names are forced to leave 
their string in their hoses, Den- 
nis keeps his stable star on the 
boil thanks to some unseasoc- 
a! trips to the beach at Bude. 

Coome Hill is not the first 
racehorse to benefit from ex- 
ercising on the beach. Red 
Rum and, more recently, Nor- 


on's Coin enjoyed regular gal- 
ops along the strand, and the 
larallel between Coome Hill 
nd the 1990 Gold Cup winner 
s particularly striking. Like 
Sirrell Griffiths, 56-year-old 
Dennis is a farmer who trains 
i soul) stable of horses as a skfe- 
ine. Give him a good one, 
icrwever, and he mil prepare it 
nth as much careand talent as. 
iny of his better-known peers. 

“The beach isn't ideal.” Den- 
is, who like Griffiths takes 
lersonal charge of his best 
lorse at work, said yesterday, 
but at least you can beep them 


Greg Wood on the racehorse taking 
the Red Rum route to big-race success 


moving. The horses enjoy it; the 
only problem is that the sand is 
quite firm and if you go too 
quick, you can jar them up- So 
we go at just below half-pace, 
to keep them right-” 

-The Mfldmay/CazaJet Chase 
at Sandown bad long been 
planned as Coome Hill's next 
stopping point on the path to 
the Gold Cup at Cheltenham in 
March, and a valuable race in 
its own right for which the 


gelding might well have been 
favourite, but Dennis is philo- 
sophical about losing it to the 
elements. 

“It might not be a bad thing,” 
the trainer said. “I think Coome 
Hill’s ideal trip is three and a 
quarter miles, though Jamie 
[Osborne] seems to think he'd 
do the job [over another three 
furlongs] easily enough. But it 
was a race which came at just 
the right time for him, and ide- 


ally he'd want a couple more be- 
fore Cheltenham. We’ll just 
have to keep our options open 
and hope we can find them.” 

Dennis’s attempt to become 
the second farmer-trainer in re- 
cent memory to win the Gold 
Cup will differ from Sirrell 
Griffiths's in one respect at 
least. Norton’s Coin, as anyone 
who backed him will not need 
reminding, started at 100-1, 
while Coome Hill is already at 
single-figure odds with some 
bookies for the chasing cham- 
pionship. 

“Someone must have had a 


fair old bet on him,” the train- 
er said, “because Coral have 
brought him back to 9-1. I'm a 
bit surprised he's at those odds, 
but 1 suppose the way he won 
the Hennessy caught the at- 
tention. He stayed on terrifically 
from the last and he's the sort 
of horse who finds a lot off the 
bridle. He’s such a well-man- 
nered horse, and if you give him 
a crack, he’ll quicken up.” 

Coome Hill’s three victories 
this season have demonstrated 
Dennis's talents as a trainer, but 
as he admits, “we give priority 
to the farm because that’ s what 


provides us with a living. The Big 
boys can make an investment to 
bring in the customers, but we 
have to finance ourselves.” As 
a result, the local beach seems 
sure to be as close as the Den- 
nis string gets to an all-weath- 
er gallop for some time to 
come. 

“We could put one in, but 
take away Coome Hill and I 
might not need it any more,” 
Dennis says. “No, I don't think 
1*11 be investing in one of those 
for now ” Peter Cazalet, vou sus- 
pect. would thoroughly ap- 
prove. 


Extra cards ride 


to the 


Even the harshest critics of the 
British Horse racing Board 
should be able to find little to 
complain about regarding the 
way in which racing's ruling 
body has coped with the cold 
snap, writes John Cobb. The 
board's willingness to restage 
important races and the addi- 
tion of standby all-weather 
cards are welcome develop- 
ments, as is the scheduling of ex- 
tra jumps meetings, a move 
which was announced yesterday. 

An extra seven cards have 
been added to the National 
Hunt programme as part of a 
package of relief designed to 
ease the impact of the spi- 
ralling list of fixture abandon- 
ments. 

With 49 meetings already 
lost to the weather, the BHB 
acted with the Levy Board to 
make up for lost opportunities 
by sanctioning replacement 
meetings, extra funding for di- 
vided races and enhanced prize 
money for key events. 

The fixtures, four in the 


rescue 


North and three in the Mid- 
lands, will be staged between 14 
and 28 January, the first of them 
at Leicester. But with the freeze 
likely to continue into next 
week more meetings may yet be 
programmed. 

The BHB's raring director. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Absolute Magic 
(Southwell LOO) 
NB: Jay-Owe-Two 
(Southwell 230) 


Paul Greeves, said: “Last sea- 
son we bad a dreadful time from 
Boxing Day to New Year but 
this time the cold weather 
seems to be biting longer and 
harder. There is a chance that 
the weather could improve by 
the week beginning 12 January. 
But, even if these and others are 
lost, we will continue to do as 
much as we can.” 

ReptoOMient canto tetoester. 14 January; 
CerfSe. 20 January. Martel Rosen, 21 Jan- 


uary; Wsnerty, 23 Jaruaqr; iraasser. 24 Jar>- 
uaiy: Ayr. 27 January: Waned*. 28 January. 


Maamur the rumour 


as odds tumble again 


Maamur is proving mysteri- 
ously popular in betting on the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. The 
Tim Forster-trained chaser, cut 
in price by both Ladbrokes and 
William HOI on Wednesday, 
had his odds chopped yesterday 
from 33-1 to 25-1 by the race 
sponsor, the Tote. 

Maamur has not run since his 
win in the Ritz Club Chase at 
last year's Cheltenham Festival 
and holds no imminent en- 
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gage meats. His stable has de- 
nied knowledge of a gamble on 
the nine-year-okl and reportedly 
will not return him to action un- 
til the going softens. 

Ground conditions are also 
proving a problem for Mary 
Reveley as she attempts to sad- 
dle three challengers for the 
Ladbroke Hurdle at Leopard- 
stown tomorrow week. Express 
Gift. Penny A Day and Execu- 
tive Design are all in line for the 
contest, but with snow and frost 
threatening her gallops at Salt- 
bum on Tecsside she may be 
forced to box them up and 
take them to the beach. 

Penny A Day, the 10-1 sec- 
ond favourite with the sponsor, 
will be the mount of Peter Niv- 
en, the stable jockey, while the 
places aboard Express Gift and 
Executive Design will be filled 
by Nick Smith and Gary Cahill 
respectively. 

Hie La dbrok a <11 Janusy): Ladbrokes 5-1 
Khayrawatr: 10-1 Penny A Day. Family Way: 
King Of Kerry; 12-1 NotcanpWrimjbiiL Guest 
f^rtormance: 14-1 others. 





HYPERION 

LOO Absolute Magic 230 DOUBLE-O (nap) 

130 Mentone (nb) 34)0 Forzair 

200 ParKBfe . 330 Patina 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Flbroand surface; left-hand sharp, oval course. 

■ Courre la 3m SE of lawn and 5m W ot Newark- RoOcston Junction adjoins course- AD- 
MISSION: Club £12: TmosoUs S6 FOAP members of course’s Diamond Club £4, ac- 
companied ander-lfe tree). CAE PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TKAINEKS WITH RBNNEBS: D Chapman — 4 1 winners tiom 358 ran- 
nasgjves a success ratio otJlJjWanda Joss loj£J lend suicear£88-!)9;M Johnston 

— 40 winners, 1!>0 runners, 21.1%. +£J3J>6; B Boffin&he&d — 28 winners, 34S run- 
nels, 8.31%, -£I8uJM; J LEyre — JS winners, 107 runners, 16.3%, 413.13. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; J Weaver — 47 winners. 347 rides, IP%, +10197; J Quinn 

— 4 1 winners, 477 rides, 8.6%, -4229.92; L Dettori — 30 winners. 181 rides. 

-34-7.61; Dean MeEeowu — :JJ winners, 360 rides. 1 1 -ST7.35. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Stopa (shored) ( J DO); Napoleon’# Ertnnil 1.30); H Don (vl- 
sorcdKiOOy, Bold Charlie \visoTed),Penian.CoaitVi(W>;SOeut Weapon JO L 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Cat* Bottom (T .30) mid Jay-Owe-Two (ZlVt 
won here on Friday. 

LONC4HSTANCB ECNNEK& Cals Batumi I-®), Baffles Booster 12.00) A Lydns Touch 
(3.:W) hare been sera 3:0 miles ty A Newcombe burn Hunlshaw. Devon; Banting Flame 
1 2.00) sent 196 miles by B M Flower from Jcvingion, E Sussex. 


LOO 


•CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
lm Penalty Value £2^234 

:(48}OT<Mf5B»baraBtta3dWHaas'9 7 D Strata (5} 9 

i (42) 0» (Watwby Racng Bubm> D Nddb 8 9 7 Jia Gram* 12 B 

31 {69) (DJfJ&sCEDWs) MDoQs593 ACtefcBB 

35«N1- CKADIHGH UNE (USA) (4JJ (CO) U E H® R H<*W«ad 5 8 9 WR y»14 

651564- SPENCERS RB6GE (23) (CD) Ole Raong OiA] N Frito 8 89 .6 B u n teul4B 

AHUM IE Gray) R Maim & 8 1 TtT Mil rruJiftl 1ft 


ii 003100 - eooraufcqtcDE 


I (USA] (46) (Tour Soowa M Chapran 6 8 7 
jRftsanem9B5. 

I (8) IBrauffttn Buttock) W Musson 4 8 4 



L (42) WktfBH Fam Rnrnw H Cardy 4 8 ( 
)(Ms A Setts* h Mfere 4 7 u . 


BETTME 9-4 Ataotate Uatfc, 3-1 Chadegb Inna, 6-1 Bernard Swan, Ruby Antal, Spencer's Re- 
vange, 10-1 fflddy, Joseph's Mae. 20-1 often 
199ft Ftant» «amr 4 9 3 Na Gisaws U ■& ID Mcftoust 9 ran 
FORM CUBE 


Alter bid Mr® at Yomouth and MusseJbtagn, ABSOLUTE MAGIC Med to complete tne hat- 
trick when switched to Ftbresand at Wfaf v arta m pron, but ha did not nm tody. finrtung fifth 
to Diice Valentino n a compeatJire bandeau Absolute Magic's Musselburgh win was under 
9s 13% and he can be fancied to Ova away wdtfit In tfas cfaimer. CtacfMgb lone con- 
famed nts Itang to as-weaffier hero sn weeks ago, getting die better of Ehon Leti^r m a 
darner over das distance, a race in wnch Ruby Angel was e&it lengths away tnrd and 
Joseph’s wtoa etfrth. Rufigr Angel meets Chofte^h Lane on the same terms but may nar- 
row the gw as she C ngrrty raced and liey to improve. Joseph "a Wne needed that latest 
nm and has the necessary bhnkers back on. but a mte could be on the short side. Bernard 
seven has fas fast ran (br Michael Dods but vroted hardly be the fast to mnw after leaving 
Newmarket. He beat South Eastern Fred m a WBfaemampton handicap m January fast year. 
Spencera Rev en ge has been below fas beg recently but he won the second ftvgton of ths 
race fast year. GUdy must out fiehmd her two ooor tKm m hanfteaps, and the 19tb me 
gets ftocn Absolute Mage mtfn not be enou&i. Selection: ABSOLUTE MAGIC 


UNCOLNSHRE AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added lm Penalty Value £2294 

1 00020-2 MBOMEVEHIlBtEIZ) (CO) Qifafecftsen Ffacng) MOdOnm 711 7_HrKUw0i(7)9 

2 6203 U- T VWI CH EEKS (45) CTlAmtJorJcidgyaV Soane B 11 3 MrFQufatai(7}2 

3 002423- DESERT MWMBI (6) (CO) (Dm) W CfattrnxS D Chspnen 6 11 3 Hr R Hale B 

4 035202- NNQCHPBOr(7){Cty(RvJay5R»igPBinersta>IMflyaR6112Mr5lMHail4)lV 

5 010412 M0Niac{a)(C)(D)IBStaaalJJertsiE7109 DrM Maonto K V 

6 400213- DQMMOfUSt{31)(CIBES5nMri)Mis ASn(nbM< 105 BtrCfabW9son7 

J 022961- CnSBOnOM (7) (COMA Nmeontie) A Navconbe 5913(500 MrT UcCwtky ID 

8 4530CO- HSHM CHHBEH (223) (Q 68 (h ftaradi) R rtaaOc 9 9 10 Mre C Peecodc (7) 4 

9 510550- OJOBE RUM gR QS) (0) (G6 PBaterlM JOTal 4 3 B- -Mto S town (7) 13 

10 000CCS FIST COLD pi) (O (K D 5trdenl j Wansn 89 5 Ik C Watson [7) IS 


130 


U 00004& NAPOlBOirs REIURN (42} (D) U E WteJi) J L Eyre 4 94 ifes Dfans Jones U B 

12 500002- CIUtOLACAW (7) (Q U G Lurrsdenl N Bjcuft 593 Mrs C watan* (4) 12 

13 0S2533- RMO THE CHff (179) fM D I Usfta) M Usher 5 90 lb* A Other (4) 3 

14 503060- MYM. ACCIAM (185) (CD) (Dad! M Fdszen R Dicttn 12 9 0.^— Mss RlPtam (7)8 

15 000)00 nSTS DEUGHT (211) (I E Harts) Mrs V Acnrfcy 6 9 0 JbS UarVhn (7) 5 V 

- 15 declared - 

Mn*iuniro<fc9sLTnie"ei?KE»tg7heOifef8*iae;FD)toAcdaiTiaa7a.Erer5De|^if ’aim 
aETTOfc 3-1CMJ Boftata 5-ltata Greeks, 01 Desert hinder, M hmamt Vetture. Ilontone, 
01 nagsbiA Boy. 10-t others 

1996: Kontonalte 4 10 1 Ms M Marts 12-1 rs R aowrg) 15 cm 


FORM GUIDE 

KMGCMP BOY fast year won four fanes error this m#e before The end of April and <t ml be 
a sunwise tf he does not 91 well agam rfter chasing home SAevenamon m the second divi- 
sion of the mie hanftesp here fast Friday. Cats Bottom «on the fast division but the 5b 
penalty dm pk*ed up for beatmg tod&hra will make We difficult In this hotter race. Mon- 
tana. vfoo ran Kingcfap Boy to three-parts ol a tengh n a race of this sort fast April and 
won Dvb Omes when ndden by MK faKl Manrvsh last year, was dear of the others when cha9- 
tog home Angel Face at Unghtid fast time. DowtaoRyer found Angel Face and Three Weeks 
too strong on fas fast vtsb. Hfa eafaer wm here was tn a race m wtach he was favoured by 
the wetfvs. Twin Create ended his 1996 campaign with two wins at Unpaid. He acts on 
al three an -weather tracks. A w eso me Verdin & out again (juickly after finishing second 
to Dahtyon on Wednesday, but that was In a darning race and he laces a courier task un- 
der top «ogit m tfts hantficap. Napoleon's Return Is from an m-tarm yard that enjoyed a 
successful year, put this trip looks on the short side for Carol Again, beaten a (keen lengths 
when second to Randeer Quest a week ago. Selection; KJNGCWP BOV 


2J00 


DERBYSMRE MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS FI £3£00 added 
lm 4f Penalty Value £2,710 

600430 RAFRES ROOSIBt (84) (Mark A Le3ttnm) A Mewcombe 5 9 10 DMBta(S)U 

05500 CMB6XAA [635 (Ovtskpher Spence) D Motley 4 9 10 G Carter 2 

054- BALLET DC CPU) (1S3) (Iha Randfl PartnerdtolT Qfamj5iji48 12 ACatoae3 

45CBO0 HAU11CAL ffWB. (15) (Sporting Fainas) MUtoa 5 8 10.. 

420302- M0an(87)(tettMffltete)PHattni586 


OQD0O ACXRWS DUCtS (2) tGea|£ N Hotel M Chopren £ S 5 . 
04AK- MW7ANG 0041 (Guy Rod) C Ihormon 4 8 4 . 


-NW^amlV 

. .5 Drome 14 


040 lURHU HOUSE (568) HR ttarWetf W Musot 583.. 

060000 ELD0N(7)(0atMmsiM(ten58 2. 


.Jena Wands f7) 6 

i-Ctamock 10 

C Rutter 15 

— QBatenlSV 


— IBmM(7)8 

JfttoiE 

_F Norton 12 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

ID 665060 MHAMM1E TUB! (67) (Anfaew CanjOctSI N %crctt 5 Si- 
ll 0405513- SlffHBRDS RES7 (2S4) (The Odd Ooaen) S Mftor 5 9 1 

12 400060 BURNBK RAK (46) (fan faeoe RMFta«a4 7 12_ - 

13 00000 CAPEMN THMDV (4ffi (D E Sens) C Srth 8 7 10 Varirw (3) 13 

14 000600 BLl£ MAC (36) U F CDuptmdl UBfoBy 4 7 10 PFtaae»(S)7V 

15 4KOO0 MSFOl DANCER (76) 0E Hams) Mis VAccriQ'iii 7 1Q__ NCariUeA 

-lSdedared- 

Ltahunwe^t.Vlda Inie tentcap 3e Mac ?s(«t>.QSppl Dancer 7a 6Si 

BETIW& 01 PaUla, 7*2 B Don, 4-1 Shepherds Best, 8-1 Raffles Rooster, 101 Cafeaftta. 12il 
BeBetde Caw, 16-1 others 

1996: I* Manartv 5 7 10 N Certfle 02 (5 R Bownngj 16 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Mr Morurty had Deen successful over nurtles shor tly befo re he won ths race 12 months 
ago and there must be a chance that SHEPHERDS REST can emulate htn after fas recent 
wnowr umber at UngBetd. Lite M r Mon arty. Shepherds Rest rs at thermit eno c4 the tiand- 
map. ParWe has n« raced smee his lar fourth bertnd 9wre OpOorts over hurttes at Wether- 
ty on 17 October. But that was orYy rune <iays after he returned from a six-month lay-off to 
fWsft second to inchcalloch at Warwick (2m). He has shewn he can act on this course and 
me yard won with Going For Broke here on Wednesday. CaBencUa was found warning m 
the no handicaps she tacMed on turf so 3ne needs io impove. Ballet De Cuur is anoth- 
er l l^rtly-raced Nly who ml^it f®ire more ptominendy now she tackles her first havlicap. 

whOe Mustang has not had much tfoanoe to show what he can do - and Chrts Thornton dw 

we» with he ail-weather horses last writer. Nautical Jewel has strug^ed in two recent all- 
weather races Our he was second of 14 in a mSe handicap hore on fas first run last yam 
and fas faxes! effort on turf i fifth ot 18 behind Lucy Tufty at Folkestone) suggests fas e not 
a lost cause. Selection: SHEPHERDS REST 


NOTTINGHAMSHRE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 added 
3YD 6f Penalty Value £3^55 

1 OKI- Mf-dWE4WQ<7)(CII|IRMVnaei|RlNN9Mrge(7a» ACUhntt 

2 0333- SnuffiOUe(42)(lesBUMgy&Matef)»nPartiFtaT«V)PHa«ni97 G Cater 1 

3 00315- DOUBLE-O (15] [TJ) (R n aka LEU W Jaws 9 5 SSattnS 

4 411404- ENOMHTW6EVE (31) (CO) Wswnatet Ctrneckrifl C Alen 9 3 fi Fautaer (5) 3 

5 210224- C-HAfiHY (15) (D) (D ConeVral) p HoSnshead 9 0 J) Grtfatto (5) 8 

6 122300 BRUIN. FANTASY (77) (Donord Ffecfag IBS J l Eve 8 12.. - JUfaVta 7 

7 000451- MASTER FOLEY (15) (D) (UMiMewVa4ues)N Iittnndei89 TBIMaamtoZ 

8 031234- SHARP REIURN (21) HU (Mn fores Baroni M fljwi 8 6 > Gtark 3 

-Bdedared- 

B ETTW& 02 JayOwo- Two, 7 -2 PtmbteO, fra Sfomrouga. 01 SterpRetem, 01 Master Foley, 7- 
1 En rt adfug Bra, 01 ethers 

1996: Weecren'sViei^i 39 6MWi0vn KXV-30 IH HdSrsheadi 9 rar 

FORM CURIE 

Thera may be same dtrabts about BRUTAL FANTASVe courage, but he dots go udi trnsn. 
as a debut win in a Mussefouqyi seller back m May pmies. tte nrvtfied second to Pcrfoa 
Btes at Tfarsk hi August after an e^ht-week break when rated Sib higher than to this al- 


230 


weather debut, so n is worth targMng him two poor runs in October. Doable-O stayed on 
strongy to beat Jaye-Owe-Tteo by a length and three-quartBrs at nbterhafnpmn last month 
and meets that mal 3»> bettor, Jaye-Owe-Two bang penalised 7(b foran easy rnanJen win 
here fast week. Double-0 could fax baryte seven flirton& last time when fifth to Nomare 
Mr Mcegjy. hntsfang a neck behmd C-Harty. who is a pound better off. Sbarp Retain was 
a length and three-quarters behind C- Harry when they Wed the places In Return Of Amin's 
race here in Noramber. He has a 3t) pul and ran wei m third to KScuien Lad at Ifogfidd 
last ume. Steutrouee was a neck hehma C-Hany when *ey (Med the piaoes to Atapt's race 
here m November (Enchanting Eve was seventh), rts trams Pst Hasiam ended a losing 
sequence with a double in recent days. Master Fotey shewrod mproirad form to land a poor 
WOhrarfiampton seller by seven tengtos Iasi month but It remains to be seen whether he re- 
produces the form «i ths company. He meets Enchanting Eire a stone worse than when fvaf 
a length behind her m Domnant Air's race on tfas track in Noirember. 

Selection: BRUTAL FANTAS'Jf- 


faool 


YORKSHIRE SELLING SIAKES (CLASS G) E3JKH) added lm 
3f Penalty Value £2^085 

000446- ALHElAL(90)iMssJ LWatanj J Jertes59 1— 5 Sanders 3 B 

OOOQD- BUEDOMAM(3DiTfay€fa^)ROa@691 


0050 BOLD CHARLE (517) (IAs J hfamswcrtfl) S Mete 591. 
320004- CALDEH KING (59) (D) (D Cfartscn] J l Eyre 691. 


OUOO50 Qftiy lAD{3DfQU>v Good Fun RaorgCkhlR Judes 691 

000334- FORZMR(2Q(q(CbyunB8eyPa«edtoUd)JJ0Tlei591 

206063- H0HWffE(7) IK D Sorten) JWhamn591 

332100 SMtASUZ7)(IheBkeChpOtad)M Camacho 5 9L 


_DSweenay(^4 

I Onion 9 V 

RlaB*r MB 

fl» 

.WRynT 


506500 (JJBAWWH?SCUBADfl/fl (42) iJ FCo^tarJl M BsfoyS 9 1. 
00140 RMIAXDST&L(93)(MRJud4WoadsiBcibJotes4812~ 


jCTeegmffliO 
— L Charade 2 
I Weaver 11 


JHIWne 

Jana Warts (7) 5 
_SDIWdi8B 
112 


JltoftaaU 


U 000000 BmWDM MRJS (510) (AtaiMaraviM Onxitei 6810- 

12 0 FBflAN COURT (366) fifes JBoww) Mss J Bo«r68 10- 

13 0 JEAWEOjniONAC212}MsA5qtees}KWngiM48 7. 

14 65044 THREES0CKS (315) (K H Butte) B5mart48 r 

- 14 declared - 

BETTW6E 01 Carter Xing, 9-2 Fora*. 01 Hornpipe, Sarasi, JW-l Ttnesocta, 12-1AI H(W, Rtat 
And Steci 14*1 ethers 

199a tarfar Gem 5 9 1 H Cochrane 4-1 iM Bntialnl 14 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Les Eyre Is bombing along and tfas seiar fools nailed on to fas old campanyiar CALDER 
WN 6 ,who has been finding two miles over hurdles a bit too much. Odder King loved soft 
ground on turf and fas latest all-weatner ran resulted in a handtoap tfaW to Rtwr Keen at 
Wolverhampton m March - prool that he can ^Ulop on the surface. Sami hea won on the 
course rw a rnte. He made every yard to beat Queen Of The BWs « February and then 
dU nothing over similar tops at Wohrartannpton, the fates four weeks a&> after a lengthy 
layoff. Forzair has won wnoe on tfas course so holds each-way possbSttes. Joryo O'Nall 
has taken rum over ance those wms for Roy Bownng. and Wlfte R) 0 n tld« way attar the 
gtidrig’s latea runs with an apprentice. Fflnt And Steel has tiwwn a finma of aMity on 
turf and rates the best outsfler. Selection: CALDER KING, 


3.30 


RU1LAM) HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3YD 7f Penal- 
ty Value £2,704 


0454 HEVERGOIF DANCER (27) IHewi RMngCUflTJNaqgWft 97_ 


-G Carter 4 


3 

650 COME DANCKG (52) (Pas WsQSri M jrvwann A If) 

) Weaver 3 

5 


A Clark 2 

6 

430553- LYtSUSTOUCSIfaaUAFlfaBmiAMf^^flf; 


1 



8 

000 PET BPRESS Ejpws rWJ#0 Lnfl p Hair 710 " ' 

1 Channck 7 


. , - 8 decterod - 

hUntnum woffic .JJOb. True turtcapwwgc Per Erareg Tam. 

BETTBia: 02 Pafta, 01 Hem Gcff Dancer, 01 lyciui Toech, 01SHeTO Bteipsa. 01 Come Dane- 
tag, RM TtaceabBtr. 12-1 others 
1996: Qma Castle 3 8 12 J Wewer 01 iP testam u w 
FORM GUIDE 

The 0^5 ffatie oflere an runners hope. There could be good vteue wBh COM DANCtNGj 
Suwe Dawer fitly who looked a shade delicate when hewig robe ndwi to the post earty 
et Redcar on her second Stan. She nas faced stem opposition fron some hot favourites 
traned in the south and trw )o» key haryficao could just be her man: Her Equltrack run 
W35 over the minimum after turf efforts over si*, so toda/s seven furiengi ml^ltjust be the 
key 10 her. Paths, n a good maiden at Leicester on far debut. Is now on a Wtfweur- 
lace after two runs at Woterrhampton. She fated to qiadran with Dortfe-O end J ayOw- 
Two over sue last lane but she had never GoV fencer aait terrtfs befand her n fourth 
and Ret Express lapprantroe-ndoeni well-beaten when last ot ewt Fadria B nas Si bel- 
ief off with never Golf Dancer, who was having Ms first run tor five months and U stffl a 
charoe despite the iinfavourabia terms based on hi& best tori tom.. SBeatWtePonsw*- 
ed tfe wim Aldan O'Brien then moved yards and ran in a wm* strap "at Down RoyaL He 
now nms for Kevin McAuffle in a first hme mot avd is a dangeM^dusTtrab. o soft-Bound 
Hamriron winner for Mark Johnston, has her fast nm for Tor* Newcfartee. Nairtetay beaten 
un nmoM a setting nuraerj at wofcemamocon ami, today’s seven Itetarwcna moro search 
me surface gves her every dunce. Fua Tiacetertny won early last season for Jack Berry 
end. along win Ret Egress (again apprenbee nddanl. Unshed in the ruck m Master Fble/s 
sdto at Wbkrarhamptor last month. Seteetiert COME DANCING 


Effervescence retains his sparkle 


Effervescence landed a hat- 
trick of wins at Lingfield with- 
in a week when getting up in the 
last stride yesterday. 

Richard Hannon's colt got on 
the winning trail on Boxing 
Day at the Surrey course. He fol- 
lowed up on Monday and came 


back for one more win yester- 
day, when his apprentice rider, 
David Griffiths, urged the 4-5 
favourite home by a whisker 
from Eager lo Please, with For- 
gotten Times well back in third. 

Dairy 11 Holland, who rode 
the rnnner-up, was banned for 


two days (11 and 13 January) for 
using his whip with undue fre- 
quency. 

Simon Dow started his new 
year off on the right note 
through a 30-1 double with 
Misty Cay (5-2 favourite) and 
Tawafek (8-1). 




RACING RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

L20: 1_ MISTY CAT (A Dalyi 5-2 fav: 
2. Serenade 9-U 3. IBy Jaques 5-3. 9 
ran. 2, 2. IS Dow. Epsom). Dace: £3.20: 
£1-30. £2.50. £2.10. DR £15.90. CSF: 
£21.29. Trw £26.20. The placing reman- 
ed in altered after a stewards' Inquiry 
1-50: 1. TAWAFEK (R Perhami 8-1; Z 
Nrtthal 5-1: 3L Haztrt 12-1. 11 rare 11-8 
fav Sandra (4th). ly«, IV*. (S Dow; Epsom). 
We £8 50: £1.60. £2J0. £1.60. C^. 
£27^0. CSF; £43.96. Tno: £26.20. 


220: 1. QUET arch (Dane OTgesn 3- 1 
Z Awesome Power 12-1; 3. Bon Gunn 
11-4 fat 8 ran. 1 /«. </.. (W Mur. Ldnfooum). 
We W.10: £i.io. £2,40. £2.30. DR 
£20.20. CSR £36.02. 

2B0: 1. ULTRA BEET U Weaver) 4-1; 
2- Sharp Imp 7 2; 3. Captain Carat 10-3 
ten. 9 ran. i 1 /.. 3_ (P Hasfam. Middteham). 
Ws: £4.40: £1.10. £1.40, £3.50. OF; 
£6.70. CSF: £17.75. Tmast £47.34. THa 
£7.70. 

320: L EFFERVESCENCE (D Griffiths) 
4-5 fav: 2. Eager To Please 11-2: 3. Fn* 


gotten Tones 16-1. 5 ran. Sh W* ®- P 
Hannon. East Brertetfi}- W* £1-80: 
£1.10, £2.00. Dft £3-10. £556. 

350: 1. YET A8ABI P HolfandJ l-2tota. 
2. Premier League 16-1: 3. polrof JncW.. 
14- J_ 13 rat 5, 2fc tf*ss Gay «****£■ 
Whircombe). Trite: £3.70: £1-10. £3-«L 
£4^0. DFi £13.90. CSft £13.67. Tncasc 
£84.04. Tna £67.70. NR: fiaNAw* «»■ 
to. 

£1,775,00. • 

Ptooepat £ 15.70. 4a 

Piece 6; £18.98. Piece 5: £12.01. 
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Criminal element infiltrates US sports culture 


GL-ii sSTHWali* 




;^ srT ^ : 


Michael Irvin, one of the most 

- charismatic and talented play- 
A cts in American football, entere 
.*5 ~* e new yesr contemplating 

.. the prospect of spending the 

, next 20 years of his life in jail. 

The Daflas Cowboys wide re- 

- -wwer and Erik Williams, one 
■ of the team's best offensive 

linesman, have both been ac- 
cused, ofrape. 

- A woman told police that on 
.. Sunday.mght, a 5 Cowboy fans 
celebrated the team's week- 
end victory in the NFL play-offs 
against the Minnesota Vikings, 
■ Williams and another uniden- 
tified man raped her while Irvin 
held a gun to her head. 

The Dallas police have not 

pressed any charges yet but af- 

.. ter searching WUhams* home on 


New Year's Eve they confiscat- 
ed a gun and a homemade 
videotape depicting two men 
having sex with a woman. A po- 
lice spokesman said that the 
woman who made the com- 
plaint had been taken to hospi- 
tal shortly after she went to the 
police with bruises and abrasions 
on her body. 

Irvin, the glamour boy of the 
Super Bowl champions, insists 
that he is innocent Tm looking 
forward to seeing how you guys 
go rewrite, reprint rerun all 
these things about what hap- 
pened Sunday night when you 
find out that I wasn't even at 
Erik's house," he said. 

But he has does have a record 
Last year he was found guilty of 
drug possession and punished 


John Carlin in Washington says the two Cowboys accused 
of rape are symptomatic of American football's dark side 


* A¥ ■- 7 

jsssy-'v--’ 


with a fine, 800 hours of com- 
munity service and four years* 
probation. The judge who passed 
down the sentence warned him 
that if he violated die terms of 
his probation he would send 
him 10 jail for 20 years. 

Williams, a fearsome giant of 
a man judged by many to be at 
least as valuable to the Cowboys' 
offensive game as touchdown 
king Irvin, was charged by the po- 
lice with rape two years ago. The 
charges were dropped after die 
17-year-old girl in question set- 
tled out of court. 

It is tempting to conclude that 
you do not have to be depraved 


to play American football, but 
it helps. Consider jusr some of 
the events of December. 
p The police reported on New 
Year’s Eve that they were in- 
vestigating a woman's complaint 
that she had been sexually as- 
saulted by a player of the 
Philadelphia Eagles, defeated in 
the play-ofls by the San Francisco 
49ers on Sunday: a University of 
Southern California player was 
charged with rape; four players 
on the Grambling State Uni- 
versity football team in Georgia 
were accused of raping a 15-year 
old girl in a campus dormitory; 
two players at Virginia Tech, one 


of America's top college teams, 
were each charged on one count 
of rape and one of attempted 
sodomy. During the last year, 19 
Virginia Tech players have been 
arrested for crimes ran ging from 
rape to malicious wounding and 
assault and battery. 

And then, of course, there’s 
the case of arguably the great- 
est player of modem times, OJ 
Simpson. 

There is clearly a rottenness in 
the state of American football. 
Many players appear unable to 
restrain the testosterone rage 
required on the field from spilling 
over into their off-game activities. 


The Cowboys appear particular- 
ly prone to scandal, with their head 
catch, Barry Switzer, hardly en- 
hancing their image with his re- 
sponse to this week's events. 
“Both of them will play," he said. 

Many American footballers, 
of course, are model citizens, 
some of them Dallas Cowboys. 
Hike Bill Bates, a monstrously 
large linebacker with 14 years’ 
experience in the NFL who is 
widely regarded in the game as 
decent and courteous in the 
Bobby Charlton mould. But the 
controversy generated by some 
of his more unseemly team- 
mates is clearly getting to Bates. 
In training on Wednesday, 
preparing for this weekend's 
play-off against the Carolina 
Panthers, he was wearing a 


baseball cap bearing the pomt- 
ed message “Shut Up and Play- 

Expanding on his feelings' lo 

reporters. Bates said; -For a «mv 
who his whole life warned m pi^. 
for the Dallas Cowboys yoii 
know, at times it really makes 
you sick to your stomach." 

Troy Aikman, the no less gen- 
tlemanly Cowboys quarterback, 
struggled at a press conference 
to retain his diplomatic compo- 
sure. Asked whether report 
were true that he was consider- 
ing retirement from ihe game 
Aikman replied cagfly: "1 still [ l5ve 
competing but there's some uih- 
er things that have laken away 
from my enjoyment of the game. 5 ' 

Clearly the Cowboys have 
been traumatised by events off 
the field. Playing big games 



•non faces the media after 
a practice session this week 


these days appears to have be- 
come an exercise in therapy as 
much as anything else, a balm of 
forgetfulness and merciful relief. 

“1 ihink we all enjoy getting 
out (hereon Sundays." Aikman 
said, “and putting everything be- 
hind us for three hours.” 
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Weigh pilt Hands up for Priest| ey> the check-out king at the centre of attention 
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Jiugby Union 


; --CHRIS HEWETT 


1 


£ 


-'7 A" V. 


. . 

■ -• E- ... 


f. 


-7 - r' • 
.-<T -.w 


Irs- 


era- j a 

*t ■: •* 




,'£>Kewn Bowring and his fellow 
-Welsh selectors yesterday ac- 
< \cepted one of the "key principles 
professional rugby - that the 
^.vraytoa good forward’s heart is 
tlu?HJgh ms pocket - and recalled 
3 \ Scoti QuinneD to the national side 
? ■ for tomorrow week’s friendly 
with the United States at Cardiff 
Arms Park. Quinnell will play at 
No 8, with Steve Williams mov- 
ing to blind-side flank er to cov- 
er for the injured Dale McIntosh. 

In another change to the team 
beaten 37-20 by the world cham- 
pions, South Africa, last month, 
m Wales have chosen Gareth 
Thomas at left wing in place of 
Dafydd James. Thomas scored 

■ an exciting breakaway try against 
- - Australia four weeks ago. but 

- missed the date with theSpring- 
' - boks after suffering mouth dam- 
.. age in a Bridgend club match. 
There is no place for Jon- 
. athan Davies, who loses out to 
■" the bewilderingfy gifted but 
•’dangerously erratic Arwel 
Thomas at outside-half,' while 
Allan Bateman and Scott 

■ Gibbs, two more midfield play- 
• ers welcomed back into the 

•- . union fold after spells in rugby 
league, hold their places m the 
centre. Bowring, the national 
: coach, believes their partnership 

• -tobe one of the most positive 

developments of the season. 

; : Qumndl’s return adds serious 

' ballast to his current account as 
■" well as to the Welsh back-row. 

■ The 24^year-old Richmond play- 
. . "er took umbrage at what he per- 
-• > ceived to be blatant financial 
i discri mina tion when the Welsh 
put home-based internationals 
f . on a £30,000 retainer compared 
; - wflfrihe £10.000 on offer tothose 
. earning a crust with En glis h 
- .'.dubs. He duly declared himself 
> unavailable for his country’s 
i - pre-Christmas TSst programme. 

; -1 The dispute was solved by the 
! intervention of Geoff Cart- 

• ^.wright, a businessman from 


Gwent, who coughed up £1 0,000 
in sponsorship money. WiLh 
Quinnell professing his deter- 
mination to “help my country re- 
establish itself as a major 
international force". Bowring 
can look forward to developing 
a loose unit of real quality for 
the first time since taking over 
the reins 18 months ago. 

Gwyn Jones, the Cardiff 
open-side flanker who made 
such an impact in last season's 
Five Nations’ Championship, is 
dose to reclaiming his Test place 
after shoulder trouble - he sits 
on the bench next week - and 
Williams' versatility opens up a 
number of options at blind side. 

Thlking of blind-side flankers. 
South Africa’s World Cup-win- 
ning captain, Francois Pienaar, 
may need to exercise even more 
patience before making his de- 
but for Saracens. Denied a run 
against Orrell last weekend by 
the weather, Pienaar’s scheduled 
appearance against Bath on Sat- 
urday is also in the balance. Bath 
were experimenting with an in- 
dustrial healer at the Recreation 
Ground yesterday but were 
doubtful that they would be 
able to improve the frozen sur- 
face in time to save the match. 

Bath sources were also pes- 
simistic about their chances of 
persuading Brian Ashton, their 
respected coach, to stay at the 
Rec. Frustrated at many aspects 
of the club's decision-making 
and dissatisfied with his own po- 
sition in the chain of com- 
mand, Ashton has been on 
extended leave since before 
Christmas. Tony Swift, the for- 
mer international wing who 
chairs the club's management 
board, was expected to present 
new proposals to Ashton last 
night in an effort to stave off the 
coach's resignation. 


WM£5 SQUAD l* UM &0M. CM«rAira P**. 
Jsiuxy U£ N JhUb fftynypnaft I Brans 
lUaneM. A Batman (Ricrmondl. S Gibbs 
(Swansea). 0 Thoms (Bnaffnffl; A Thomas 
ISm-osM. R urn fCadO; C Loader Swansea). 
J I I mip bi uy i <CB«faf. caffj. D Young iCwSP). G 
UBwelyn {Hartoqum). M Rowley (PortymkO. S 
Wa nts (Neath). C Cbonis (SmbhehJ, $ Qoln- 
oeU (Richmond!. Bop l oce w onttc J Ttaonm 
fCadrfQ, * John (Pontypnam, B Janos iCNifcA.C 
Qulanel DflchmcmdJ. L Mustoo (GenUT). O *■*: 
InsOMBKea). 
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Burgess dies aged 73 
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John Burgess, a former England 
. ‘ "coach and former Rugby Foot- 

• ball Union president, has died, 
aged 73. Burgess was coach of 

Vibe national team for just one 
-^"season but had an enormous in- 
: . fluence within rugby union. 

- “His first and second rugby 
loves were the red roses of 

• -England and Lancashire," John 

"* Richardson, the president of the 

« ■' ' RFU, said yesterday. 

“Dedicated, emotional, a loy- 
friend and a fierce defender 


of rugby union, he will be sad- 
ly missed." 

Burgess was England coach 
for the 1974-75 season, during 
which time their only Five Na- 
tions win was a 7 -6 effort against 
Scotland at Twickenham m the 
last game of the season. His 
greatest coaching triumph was 
masterminding North-West 
Counties’ win over the All 
Blacks in 1972 - the first time 
an England provincial team had 
defeated New Zealand. 
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■ . American Football 

COLUfiE' FOOTBALL 

■ • aaseguas if l § 

Bator 

Outback Baud: 1 

ts Boat: Pmr SB - -* * T ** M 15 ‘ 

• Affiletics 

;T::Iboy Ward attach the Briteh 
‘ * ftdetation last 

• . »- -duraed' as the voice d the sport m 

. ■fSSisihonaspuMc^^^ 

• '.Ward, who e 65, s®d. 

Boxing 

•v "r Steve Coffins w" have die 

’ '- ipkmship , tights have been against 

. ^._|Ssish opponents. 

4'ciicket 

- Second Test _ _ 

. . S«m AFRRA - 3* 

ACMueswcMowa 0 ™ 1 ^ 

-G Hrettfl iwout . — 


Extras 1106 nb 6 l 

Total (for 4) 


'powk tb J R**«wn. L Kk«n- 

25-6-70-1: Pasad 20-1-74-2; 
Kumbto 23-1-61-0; &»«*- 

wtfRanion. TN R B S DflMl »S 

SOaWy. M AgawMin. V V L» - 


r fEng) « 6 \M*r a®l * 



Football 

rimmv Neighbour, (he tbmrier "fotren- 

suss ssssss 
SSraSS™ 

mnoww pe / Otan 

aaSi vSSSSt 
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Rugby Union 

. mXm Chi 



-viAttowc wof«n » 

■-rr^’ trj cuftow c ucrwa “ ,__s5 

■ I BBC OUJ 


J Crtri« na o<a 13 

' 3 u Mdu-oan wi 


nMes. « "iT'tVtakafcni.' 0 Jones. 
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Dennis Priestley raises his arm in triumph 
after beating Ritchie Gardner 3-1 in hfe clos- 
ing group match of the World Darts Cham- 
pionship at Purfleet, Essex, yesterday. But 
the 46-year-old Yorkshi reman was rarely at 


his best,, .despite producing the highest 
check-out possible of 170 in the opening 
set to share a £1,000 prize with Steve Raw 
who had performed this feat earlier in the 
week. More impressive was the defencBng 


champion, Phil TOylov, who also progressed 
to the quarter-finals yesterday. Taylor, 36, 
from Stoke, beat Gerald Verrier in three 
straight sets in his final group match. He 
lost only one leg, had three 180s and check- 


outs of 136 and 125 on his way to victo- 
ry. Taylor beat Priestley 6-4 in the final last 
year and is attempting to win the title for 
the third successive year 

Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Weather extends its kingdom of chaos 


The Football Association wfll go 
ahead with the FA Cup fourth- 
round draw on Sunday no mat- 
ter how many games are 
postponed. 

Eight pitch inspections have 
already been scheduled for to- 
day, two of them involving Pre- 
miership clubs, Coventry City’ 
and Leicester City. 

Birmingham are particularly 
anxious to get the go-ahead to 
play Stevenage, as their last 
three matches have all fallen vic- 
tim to the weather. Their man- 
ager, Trevor Francis, said: “The 
majority of the pitch is playable 
and there has been a big im- 
provement-” 

The rugby union programme 
has also been hit with the post- 
ponement of Courage League 
matches at Bedford, Coventry 
and London Welsh. In Wales, 
second-placed Pontypridd’s 
First Division home game with 
Newport is also off. 

The US Eagles’ tour match 


BIG FREEZE FACT FILE 
Football 

* Today's pitch Inspections (with 
times) for tomorrow's games 
Bt COP THIRD ROUND 
Chesterfield v Bristol City (9am) 
Coventry v Woking (3pm) 

Crystal Palace v Leeds. (Ham) 
GKJIngham v Derby (Ham) 
Leicester v Southend (Noon) 

Luton v Botton (10am) 

Reading v Southampton (2pm) 
Watford v Oxford Untied (11am) - 
NATIONWIDE HURD DIVISION • •' 
Brighton v Exeter (1030am) ; 
fOthannMctiessctmtJledtOrtDmamnBare 
afio ate* ed be sub/oa m ptati tasperatona. 


Rugby Union 

Tomorrow's postponements, so far 
COURGE CLUBS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
National League TVwc Cowntry v 
Rugby; Bedford v Blackheath. 
League Three: London Welsh v 
iTkle. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE First 
Division: Pontypridd v Newport 
Change of venue 

TOUR MATCH: Neath v US Eagles 
(now at Canfiff Anris Party. . 


Rugby League 

Sunday's postponement . 

COMMEMORATIVE MATCH: Old- 
.ham v Swinton. •• 


against the Welsh champions, 
Neath, tomorrow has been 
switched to Cardiff Arms Park. 
But the match is by no means 
certain to go ahead, despite an 
undersoil healing system which 
has been working overtime. 

The £25 0,000-worth of tech- 
nology could not save Wednes- 
day’s match between Emerging 


Wales and the Eagles. It was post- 
poned two hours before kick-off. 

“Hopefully, we will get this 
game to go ahead." said a Welsh 
Rugby Union spokesman, Peter 
Ovens. “On Wednesday the 
air temperature was so' cold 
that certain areas were still rode 
hard. The beating bad worked, 
though, because the ground un- 


derneath the surface was OK.” 

Ireland are confident that 
the international against Italy in 
Dublin wfll survive. Light snow 
has been cleared and a protec- 
tive covering laid on the pitch. 
The Italian squad arrived in 
Dublin yesterday morning fol- 
lowed l>y Ireland’s squad re- 
turning after four days of warm 
weather training in the Algarve. 

In rugby league, Oldham’s 
plan to play their final, com- 
memorative match at the soon 
to be demolished Watershed- 
dings ground against Swinton on 
Sunday has had to be put off. 
Racing faces a seventh 


straight day without action on 


turf today following three fur- 
ther abandonments. No jump 
racing has taken place in Britain 
since the meeting at Mussel- 


burgh last Friday. Today’s only 


meeting will be on the 
weather track at Southwell. A 
total of 49 jumps meetings have 
now been lost during this sea- 
son, 39 since Christmas. 


No job for Lydon yet 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


The Rugby League has damp- 
ened speculation that Joe 
Lydon is about to take over as 
the man in charge of the game 
at youth level. 

Lydon left his job as football 
manager at Wigan this week 
when his contract was not re- 
newed. He has since been wide- 
ly tipped to replace John Kear, 
who has resigned as Academy 
and coaching executive at the 
League, to join Sheffield. 

However, Ihe League's chief 
executive, Maurice Lindsay, re- 
peated that there will be no ap- 
pointment until the amateur 
game's governing body. Barla, 
responds to proposals for the 
unification of the amateur and 
professional wings of the game. 

“Until we iiave a clearer in- 
dication of their views, especially 
on the establishment of a youth 
commission, it would be unfair 
to link Joe Lydon - or anyone 


else - with the job," he said. 

Wigan, who do not appear to 
have tried very hard to keep Ly- 
don on board, are now without 
a team manager, as well as a 
chief executive. 

Leeds, on the other hand, wfll 
have one man doubling up. 
Their chief executive. Gary Hci- 
herington, has further signalled 
his intention to he a “hands-on" 
boss by taking on the football 
manager s responsibilities after 
HughMcGahan's departure. 

Hetheringion will take charge 
of transfers and contracts, while 
the head coach. Dean Bell, will 
also assume control of the dub's 
Alliance team. 

Wigan and St Helens are at 
odds over a new date for the sec- 
ond leg of their Winter Chal- 
lenge, which was postponed on 
New Year’s Day. 

Wigan want to play the match 
on 19 January. Saints already 
have a friendly arranged that 
day and favour 22 January'. The 
League has been asked io ad- 
judicate. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Duncan Holland, the centre Chris Sim- 
monds from Cardiff Harlequins and the 
Stourbridge hooker, Rob Merritt. 
WALES FIVE NATIONS SQUAD; Backs: W 
Proctor (lonetl, J Thomas tCanUfl). M Bask 
[Swansea), I Ewos ILtaneli). S HM l Cardiff). A 
Batman (Rcfimond). L Dwrfea iCanW). S GBfet 
(Swan&eai. N Dovfas (UanalO. fl Thomas (Bnd- 
atndl. D Janes EnOffnd). N Jonkte* fP»v 
lyprtdd). A Thomas (Swansea). J Dories iCanum. 

OWmonw. Ftomante c uot* |W 

Lewis iCarMfn. S John (Uane&J.J Knmptirsys 
(CatOT. fl JaaMna Pwrew ). 8 
D Yom£ ICsrtiff). J Daries (Neawj. L Musrae 
(Gantt*), fl UwrnOyn (Hedeqinsi, C Q» *wea 
(Rtthmond). « ° j ” ** 

(Caidflfl. D Mdatoae (Pomypiaa). H Tailor 

(Canhlfl.AtSibelUaneflJ.CChBvIsBjrarM), 

6 Jones (Csmm. N Thornes (Batm. S Ommea 
(ftewnond), S UflfflftW (Neath). 

London Irish ’s decision to postpone to- 
morrow’s Courage League match be- 
cause they have (bur players m to 
Ireland squad preparing to tate on ItaV 
is being contested by the solictors of 
their opponents, Orrell. Their protea is 
likely w fail die to a new RFU lefiuo- 
ikm that allows a dub wiauhreeormore 


players in any Test team to call off a 
domestic game. 


Snooker 

UVBlPOOLVCIOnACWflflYOMLENCElBhBV 
Mw4 ft* iwm* N Bert £rw) K A ftttttm 
pan) 5-2; A MMarus (San btD ttojpn moo 5-L 

Tennis 

QATAR OPS* Men’s nfaMta coaond mm* S 
Bjuguora (Sp) KJ S*ndwr(5pj *06-1; p Ko- 
dta iCr Rflpi m M Norman (S*») 6-7 W 
6-2: j Com (US) w R Saoau (Rom) 6-3 M: 
7 Mies? tflUU bl C Ruud (Nor) 6-2 3-6 7-5. 
AUSTRALIAN HARDCOUBT CMAMNOHSHiPS 
UUMMe) Seeond reuuh 1 eaman Owe) « 
j Sortt ^USI 6J 6-2: K Kucmb Oowk) n M Wud- 
[Jusj6'3b-4: JTarai®) (US) tt Oawd Pn- 
KSd i6ert 6-2 6A’ S Draper (Ausl SlBUUiracfi 
(Cr ft®) 7-6 1-6 6-3. DWM*» qearteHfBal! N 
BroaO (QB) and G Midler (SAJ Dt A O'Brien (US) 
and J Stark (US) 6-* 6-3. 


GOUJ COAST WOMTSOASS1C (Hope Wand. 
Aus) Second roondb U L Sema ISM U A EhMM 
iAusI BO GJ; A-G SkJta ffrt K J Koixtar OGert 6 - 
4 6-4; S Appemons BeO MN Da% [Ff) S7 7-5 
6-4. 

NEW ZEALAND W0M9TS CLASSIC {Atrddand} 
QuerterBoeic M Manda (Aut) bt A Hutw (Gad 
6-4 2-6 6-2: J Vtere « (Aut) bt A Dedwume- 
BeSerel (Fr? 6 ^ 7-6; rTsnasq^m (Iha) M S CBOC 
(US) 3-6 6-4 6-4; E Wa 0 »r KfarJ Ot R Wrah 
Uapen) 6-3 06 6 -d. 

K0PMANCUP1 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


da bt RenraTS’SoarSSa SsoT&S5k 


M Pierce 6-3 6-4: G Mnueuc bt G fiorgei Itor- 


fetu: heneeveana Malah m forget and Place 
W. IMted sutea bt Aoelnlta 3-1 (US arf- 


rfafteo.l 

ranee » flhafl. (US names fair. C FUln m H 
Bradtfce 7-5 60: J t* M PM^wus- 

sts 7-6 4-6 7-& Gmefooeoid RuWiiost® Fh*c- 
pousaJB atri Biadihe 3-6 5-7. Baa B: Ho — n l a 
dt Germany 3-0 1 SptnaabtPBeaBw 6-1 6-3; 
A Vomea a B Katbacher 2-6 7-6 6 - 2 : Vunea 
and Spriea bl Karoacher and Begem 6-1 6-L 


F 0 0 T B A L L 
results 


Bell’s Scottish League 
premier Division 

R enters (21 3 «■* «- 1 

AJbenzfl £> Canw 67 

ArtteBen 83. 89 50.019 

TOP FIVE P J ^ ® 

Rangers^— -- -2° 10 \ 

CoSTl -13 11 3 

Dundee W — - 21 8 6 

szu — » 8 1 

Hearts -.-21 8 6 


L F A Pts 
2 53 IB BO 
4 JO 21 36 
7 36 19 30 
7 32 30 30 
7 31 30 30 


TODAY'S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

Sudfpcf kj pJtcfi inspections 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF HtE- 
lA 7 DPr«niwDiv»*»«DurvWtvBcnemons 
(7.45): Shamrocft R 0 «era vFm Harps t7.45). 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM* 
rtpn- Gortesion v Uwestoft i7.45). 


Cricket 

TWtoONBOflVrflERNXriONALiZlnibab' 
m v England (7.30am) ret Harare Spons 
Oufl). 


Other sports 

DARTS: WDC WOrtd Ctomplonsrep iPur«e«. 
Esse*). 

K£ SKATING: Bndsh aw-Tradk SpeedStat 
ng Champwnstiips (GuikKordl. 

SNOOKER: Uwipool^ Vlotoia cnamyChaiEnfp 
lanxin^iam). 


TODAfS 

NUMBER 


i The hours it took to sell tbe 
. last 10,000 tickets for Eng- 
land’s World Cup qualifying 
match against Italy at Wem- 
bley. The clamour for the tick- 
I ets, which went on sale yes- 
terday at 9am, ensured a 
76.000 sell-out for the ^me 
I on 12 February. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world' 
wide: 


0897 500 601 


Whore to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Can SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


SKIC0DES 


For a fax 1st of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


Resort 
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_ Greet suing a d) levefe 

9^. 

34.12 

20 

.'0 

Snw* 

KMaMhel 

...Good, softer hughe* - up 

70S. 

25.13 

5 

25 

Sncm 

CANADA 








—Ponoer, groomed ponder 

95* 

30.13 

60 

160 

Warmer 

Whistler 

...Rowa«. ptnmed pa-xm 

taw 

30.12 

ISO 
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BULGARIA 








—Upper mountain Oh 

2<W 

28.12 

10 

50 

Snor. 

PonqiortW -. 

...Upper slopes gwd 

3tW 

28.12 

3b 

35 

Snow 

FRANCE 








...Haul packed 

85% 

25.12 

SO 

240 

Uneeftied 

Neribel 

...Good on upper slopes 

KW 

25.12 

75 

160 
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ITALY 
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law 

23.12 

10 

90 [Hetoralrg 

Courmayeur.... 

...Great at ail lew* 

taw 

23.12 

70 

240 Clwngoatfc 
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St Moritz 


100% 
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fab 

24U 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Barnes storm 

Anfield awaits the man 
who broke United, page 25 


•T* 


FRIDAY 3 JANUARY 1997 • THF, 

fai Monday's Imtependent^^^i ^^^ 

The pain of ’96: Exclusive 
interview with Pete Sampras ^ W'" 


Lloyd insists second leg of tour starts today 





Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 


England's players have been 
told they Froze “like rabbits in 
the headlights" by their coach, 
David Lloyd, who has used 
team meetings following yes- 
terday's five-run defeat against 
Zimbabwe to hammer home the 
message that he expects a vast 
improvement in today's final 
one-dav international here. 


Lloyd is still angry about his 
side’s display on New Year's 
Day- ‘Tomorrow is not like an 
end-of-season knockabout, with 
nothing at stake," Uoyd said 
yesterday about a game which 
is now technically academic, 
with Zimbabwe 2-0 up in the 
three-match series. Tm look- 
ing for the right reaction from 
our players and they should be 
shooting right out of the traps 
for this game. As far as I am 
concerned, and the players 
know this, the second leg of our 


tour starts tomorrow, not in 
New Zealand next week. 

“These are professional Eng- 
land players and they have to 
show they can perform. I don't 
think, if you look at these two 
sides, that you can say that 
Zimbabwe are a better team 
than England," Uoyd added. 
"We had the upper hand in both 
Test matches, but we have 
played diabolically in the two 
one-day internationals. 

“Yesterday we got ourselves 
into position several times to 


Celtic stunned 


by Andersen’s 


fairy-tale finish 


Football 

DAVID McKINNEY 
Rangers 


Two late goals from Erik Bo An- 
dersen will put Rangers into a 
familiar position going into the 
new year and, having secured 
three points against their clos- 
est rivals, their lead at the top 
of the Premier Division would 
seem to be unassailable. 

The Ibrox club are 14 points 
ahead and, although Celtic have 
two games in hand, it would 
take a monumental collapse 
by the eight-times champions if 
they are to be bettered by the 
end of the season. 

Andersen, who has not al- 
ways been a favourite with the 
Rangers support or even man- 
agement, endeared himself to 
the faithful with two killer goals 
in the final seven minutes to 
continue Rangers' recent run of 
successes against Celtic. 

Most observers conceded 
that victory for Rangers would 
provide a virtually unassailable 
lead in their search for a ninth 
league title, and the home side 
was buoyed by the statistics of 
a run of eight games without de- 
feat against their greatest rivals, 
with Celtic’s last new year vic- 
tory coming back in 1988. 


Before the garni: Rangers 
unveiled the future in the form 
of Sebastian Rozental, the 
Chilean striker, whose work 
permit was granted on Monday 
and who is expected to make his 
debut later this month. 

However, Rangers were 
without the influential Brian 
Laudrup and Richard Gough, 
while Paul McStay and Phil 
O’Donnell continued their 
comeback from injury for 
Celtic, who also fielded David 
Hannah, their recent signing 
from Dundee United. 

Tommy Burns, the Celtic 
manager, had hinted that his 
side would approach the game 
with an element of caution, 
having suffered on the break in 
recent games between the two 


sides, but his plavers had little 
time to put his ideas into prac- 


time to put his ideas into prac- 
tice. The recent pattern of these 
games continued, with Rangers 
taking an early lead. 

A free-kick 25 yards from 
goal gave Jorg AJbertz the op- 
portunity to demonstrate his 
shooting power. The German 
who has earned the nickname 
“Hammer" sent a ferocious 
drive beyond Stewart Kerr and 
into the bottom comer of his 
net. 

Celtic’s reply came with a 
Paolo Di Canio free-kick which 
bounced back off the chest of 
Andy Goram. but thereafter 


Ferguson defends Beckham 


Manchester United’s manager 
Alex Ferguson has reacted with 
anger to David Beckham's 
booking after being spat at by 
Savo Milosevic during Wednes- 
day’s 0-0 draw against Aston 
Villa at Old Trafford. 

Beckham lost his temper af- 
ter the incident and both play- 
ers were booked. He is now one 
more caution away from a ban. 
Ferguson claimed the mid- 
fielders reaction was under- 
standable, and hoped the 


referee, David EHeray. will 
study a video recording before 
filing his report. Television cam- 
eras caught Milosevic in the act 
of spitting at Beckham after a 
late tackle. 

Ferguson said: “There is 
nothing we can do as a dub. Vfe 
wfll have to see what the ref de- 
cides if he takes a look at the 
video. There is no procedure to 
wipe the booking from the 
slate, but it is annoying because 
it could have been avoided." 
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ACROSS 

Female leading poor 
sergeant a dance (8) 
Match official investing in 
wager should be left 
alone! (6) 

Look over most of brief 


23 Union worker with striking 
success? (5-5) 

25 Intriguing event, showing 
what defender shouldn't 


have done for goalie? (6,4) 

26 Flag of Eire is trimmed (4) 

27 Anger's not entirely fine in 
the pursuit of peace (6) 

28 Castle bound to bring in 
men. initially to act as 
watch? (4,4) 


kound variety of the ro- 


tund breed of dog (5-5) 
i I Irascibility upset the 
cousins (10) 

12 The old expression of con- 
tentment - or a more re- 
cent on? (4) 

13 & 14 Chip-shop owner’s 
reason for lack of interest? 
(5,4213) 

16 & 19 Unhappy conse- 
quences of putting pillows 
in the dustbin? (42L3.5) 

21 Vitality from some amazes 
them (4) 


DOWN 

Prevent entry of rugby for- 
ward dropped from the 
team? (4.3) 

Crazy woman embracing 
one believing in good an 
evil (9) 

One chap's upset without 
love from a woman (5) 


5 Conservative song adopting 
a correct approach? 
(23.5.5) 

6 Soup, namely, encom- 
passed bv redefinition of 
“broth" (7) 

7 Whh enough space for a 
marsupial - gosh! (5) 

8 Ruffian vandalised enter- 
tainment area (71 

15 Work for optician could be 
_ shaped to suit Carol (9) 

17 Start song alfresco (4-3) 

IS Moiing? Mother put in ex- 


pression of negation most- 
Iv... (7) 


20 ...before mothers receiving 
one bill for insurance? (7) 
22 One making up the num- 
bers is fine among the rest 
of the soccer team (5) 

24 Hold about 50*? make that 
25! (5) 


win the game but we bottled It. 
We bottled out. It was a freeze 
situation, like rabbits in the 
headlights." 

England have named the 
same team for today's match, 
which looked to be in some 
doubt early yesterday when 
heavy thunderstorms hit Ha- 
rare." By late afternoon, how- 
ever. the rain had passed, but 
any more rain overnight could 
cause problems. 

Uoyd said there had been no 
thought of dropping Mike 


Atherton, and he confirmed 
that the captain was bener suit- 
ed to the No 5 position for this 
match. “He’s not in the best of 
form and his feet are not going 
in the right place at the mo- 


ment," Lloyd admitted, “but I\« 
every confidence that he wfll 


every confidence that he will 
come through it With tire form 
that he's in. and with the con- 
ditions here of slow pitches 
and slow outfields, I think that 
there is more advantage in him 
batting al No 5. We’ve also been 
pleased with the way Nick 


Kni ght and Alec Stewart have 
performed at the top of the or- 
der in the first 15 overs.” 

Lloyd also expanded on two 
particular aspects of England's 
display cm Wednesday which dis- 
pleased him- the bawling of 10 
wides and three no-bafis and 
then the failure of the batsmen 
to take charge of the run chase. 
“It didn’t appear from the out- 
side that we had a game plan but 
we do chat and plan ahead,” 
Uoyd said. “But there were a 
couple of partnerships out there 


where both batsmen were play- 
ing the anchor role. When John 
Crawley and Nasser Hussain 
were together, for instance, we 
scored only 14 runs in eight overs 
at one stage.” 

Uoyd said that he was de- 
termined to get on with his job 
of trying to produce a success- 
ful England team: “TFs up to me 
to tackle it, that's the job Tm do- 
ing and that’s the challenge. Of 
course I feel frustration and I 
can accept an off day. But we 
have too many.” 


England’s coach-also/'de- 
f ended thedecisioatb ©fefris 
players aday pffy^enfeia, 
stead of calling ttne&s^jn 
“After, playing a^ani£5§||la 
ternationai, play^S 

You have to 

afterwards." - V - -i • 


ENGLAND (OMMbqr 
nature, linn, 
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neither side was able to exert a 
sustained influence on the 
game, with Paul Gascoigne 
showing up only in flashes while 
Celtic’s forwards failed to break 
free of their shackles. 

The simmering tension sur- 
faced on a couple of occasions, 
with Di Canio appearing to 
throw himself to the ground in 
a challenge with Alan McLaren 
for which the Rangers man 
was cautioned, and there was a 
yellow card for Alan Stubbs of 
Celtic for a foul on Goram 
shortly before the interval The 
only other moment of note was 
an Ian Ferguson shot which 
whistled past the post 

Ferguson caught the eye with 
his aggressive tackling and ac- 
curate passing, but for a while 
there a lack of urgency about 
the Rangers side as a whole. 

Di Canio, on the left, sent in 
a curling ball aimed at the head 
of Pierre van Hooijdonk, who 
had come on in the 52nd 
minute for Donnelly, and it took 
a magnificent save by Goram to 
push the striker’s header round 
the post. Cadete saw a dose- 
range header in the 65th minute 
saved by Goram. Then Gas- 
coigne, who had been doubtful 
before the start, was replaced by 
Charlie Miller, and within sec- 
onds Celtic had equalised. 

Araove down the left saw the 
ball shuttled from Tom Boyd 
into the penalty area for 
Cadete, then Van Hooijdonk, 
and when the ball ran loose Di 
Canio stabbed home a low shot 
from six yards. 

With seven minutes left An- 
dersen swept Rangers into ifae 
lead with a low shot and he re- 
peated the feat one minute 
from time to ensure a historic 
victory for Rangers. 

Rangers (4-S-ll: Goram; Pent. McLaren, 
ryVkhuta. Robertson; Cteiand, Moore (An- 
dasen. 761, Fergusm. Gascoffie iMIter, 65). 
Alberti McCotst (Van Vo&sen, 76). 

Celtic (3-5-21: hat: O’Neil. Stubbs lltiom. 
82). Boyd; McNamara. Donneky (Van Hooij- 
donh, 52). McStay, Hanraft. O'Donnell; 
Cadete. C* Cane. Stfwtttato not used: VAeg- 
horsr. 

Referee: J McClusfcey iStewartoni. 
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Paolo DI Canio, scorer of Celtic's equaliser, tries to surge between two Rangers defenders at Ibrox last night Photograph: Ben Radford/Allsport .^3 


Ince to decide future at end of season 


NICK DUXBURY 


Paul Ince is to decide whether 
to stay with Intemazionale at 
the end of the season after al- 
ready having rejected an offer 
from Arsenal. 

The England midfielder's 
contract at Inter, where he 
moved last year from Man- 
chester United, runs to 1999 and 
he has become a firm favourite 
with spectators at the San Siro. 

“Arsenal came looking for me 
about a month ago but I said 
'no'.” Ince said yesterday. 

He left open whether the cur- 
rent season would be his las( 
with later, saying he would 
meet the club's chairman. Mas- 
simo Moratti, at the end of the 
season to “clarify my position 
and see what’s best to do". 

Tm not interested in mak- 


ing long-term plans now. I’ll de- 
cide my future in four or five 
months’ time," he said. 

The Arsenal manager, Ais&ie 
Wenger, has indicated that he 
might be interested in buying 
Ince if be became available. 

Ince has been Ibe subject of 
racial abuse from opposing fans 
and has a poor disciplinary 
record in Italy. He was given a 
four-match ban on Monday for 
protesting with foul language 
and abusive gestures after he 
was sent off against Reggiana 
earlier this month -his third red 
card of the season. 

Ince said he was surprised by 
the toughness of the suspension 
but not by the sending-off. 
“Slop writing that I have prob- 
lems with Italian referees. The 


sending-off against Reggiana 
was right and anv English ref- 


was right and any English ref- 
eree would have taken the same 


decision. Four matches ts a bit 
excessive, though, and frankly 
I expected less." 

He also denied Italian media 
reports his family are unhappy 
in Italy and wanted to return to 
England. “It’s not true at all. 
Claire. Thomas and I are per- 
fectly happy in Italy." 

Arsenal have nine players ei- 
ther doubtful or already ruled 
out of the FA Cup third-round 
tie with Sunderland al Highbury 
tomorrow. 

Their top scorer, Ian Wright, 
is suspended, while David Sea- 
man David Platt, Lee Dixon and 
Remi Garde are aU out in- 
jured. Dennis Bergkamp. Paul 
Merson. Tony Adams and Ray 
Parlour will require treatment 
before Wenger can piece to- 
gether his team. 

Wenger has opened a disci- 
plinary inquest into why Arse- 


nal have collected four red 
cards in the last eight matches. 

John Hartson is the latest to 
land a two-match ban after be- 
ing sent off in the last minute 
against Middlesbrough on 
Wednesday for directing a tor- 
rent of foul-mouthed abuse at 
the referee, Mike Reed. 

Hartson. who has been or- 
dered to a meeting with Wenger 
before training this morning, is 
now banned from the fourth 
round of the Cup should Arse- 


nal progress past Sunderland. 

Birmingham City have of- 
fered Stoke City £1 3m for the 
striker Mike Sheron, .while 


Everton are prepared, to pay 
£lm for Aston Villa’s unsettled ^ ' 

centre-back Carl Tiler. •_ , r ' " 

Norwich City and Crystal 2J - ' 
Palace have been charged by the ‘ 

FA with misconduct and failure 
to control their players follow- jV 1 - • 
ing the brawl which marred their ■ J -' 
First Division match on 14 De- f ' s,: '•■■■■ 
cember. Jf'TT 1 
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Cycling hails a champion 
as Indurain retires. . . 


GREAT HOTELS 

V^tOM OA fly 


- ■fttn;;;, -- V 
} y-'ii-Lj 

: 4 ** 

" • 

-T-WfT Ilia; 

.■ 



Miguel Indurain, arguably 
Spain’s greatest sportsman, yes- 
terday brought his cycling career 
to an end in a hotel in his home 
town of Pamplona. 

The only man to win the Tour 
de France’ five years in a raw. 
on longer has the hunger to 
compete at the (op level. “I've 
dedicated enough time to pro- 
fessional cycling.'' Indurain said. 
"After deliberating this decision 
fora long lime. I believe I have 
made the best decision for ray- 
self and my family." 

Indurain. 32. began consid- 
ering retiring in 19% after 
some uninspired performances. 
He finished a dismal 1 1th in the 
Tour de France in July and 
dropped out of the Tour of 
Spain because of a cold. 

Indurain. whose career has 


made him a wealthy man, is to 
dedicate himself “to other pur- 
suits". He did not specify what 
they might be. 

Indurain said he was glad to 
have been able to crown his ca- 
reer with a gold medal in the 
men's time trial in the 1996 
Olympic Games in Atlanta. He 
also won the Tour of Italy twice. 

In July. Indurain appeared to 
lack the tremendous drive m the 
Tour de France that in other 
years had made him dominant. 
The Tour dc France director, 
Jean-Marie Le Blanc, said: “I 
think that psychologically, he is 
a bit saturated. At his age, soon 
to be 33, he has known all the 
success, glory, fame and mate- 
rial comfort and no longer has 
the hunger for cycling he did 
over the last few years." 


No other athlete in Spain 
where football ishy far the most 
popular spurt commands such 
admiration, respect and enthu- 
siasm from Spaniards, espe- 
cially in his native Navarre 
region of northern Spain, of 
which Pamplona is the capital. 

Indurain's laconic manner 
as a champion cast against type 
in the flashy, big-money world 
of international sport has much 
to do with his appeal. 

“It is not easy to forget all that 
Miguel has done, but in the end 
wc will remember Miguel the 
person more than the cyclist," 
said Abraham Olano, the 1995 
world road champion and wide- 
ly seen as the most promising 
successor to Indurain. 

Matchless but modest 
Indurain, page 25 
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INCLUDING FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST & tom. 


4^ Royal Scot 

Near King's Cross & Euston 


0171 278 2434$ 

AA/KAC***.;j 




Charing Cross 0171 83972 82 

By Trafalgar Square in the 


By Trafalgar Square in the 
heart of the West End 




iffh Kensington Palace 

Mjp/ Minutes from Ken. High St. 


0171.9378121 

AA/RAC**** 
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st Knightsbridge - 
A THISTLE HOTEL 




The Grosvenor 

Victoria & Buckingham Palace 


0171834 9494f : 



A THISTLE HOTEL 


Jf|k Mount Royal 

Overlooking Oxford 
A THISTLE HOTEL 


0171 


and weightlifting also salutes a legend 
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The weight of years and the de- 
mands of training were ulti- 
mately too much for Turkey’s 
“Racket Hercules" to bear, "as 
Naim Suleymanoglu. the com- 
pact wcighiliftcr who captured 
'three Olympic gold medals and 
the hearts of his adopted home- 
land. announced his retirement 
yesterday. 

“I am now 30. It is enough. 
I am announcing lhat I am 
putting an end to my active 
sports life." Suleymanoglu said. 
He became a national hero af- 
ter winning his first Olympic 


gold in 19SS in Seoul. He has 
also won seven world champi- 
onships - two before lie de- 
fected from his native Bulgaria 
in 1986. 

In the last Olympic Games, 
the 4ft 1 1 in Suleymanoglu 
broke his own world record 
with a combined lift of 7381’ 
pounds (52st llP alb) in snatch 
and clean-and-je r k. 

“Weightlifting has given me 
a lot, and it has given me a lot 
of joy," Suleymanoglu said. 
“My next target would have 
been the Sydney games. But I 


cannot remain in active 
weightlifting for four more 
years." 

Suleymanoglu said he want- 
ed to continue working in 
weightlifting as technical direc- 
tor or manager. “But for now I 
only have one goal: to rest for a 
long while and catch up on all 
that I have missed out on in my 
youth." 

Suleymunogfu. born into an 
ethnic Turkish family, was uni- 
versally honoured and admired 
for helped put Titrkish sports 
back on the map. 


jMw Royal Horseguards 

Close to Trafalgar Square, 


Close to Trafalgar Square, AA/R/ 
Whitehall and the Houses of Parliament 
A THISTLE HOTEL 


0171 839 3400 
aA/RA'C 


CHILDREN WELCOME 

Sharing a room with 2 adults: Under Ch Stay & eat & 
6-1 5: Stay tree, £5 each per breakfast-. • 




Ask your Travel Agent to book through Highhfc on 0800 700*00 3 
(N. Ireland Ot 232 J 12000) or call the hotel oTyoar'eboiee:,. 

Please quote reference IN28 12 -"-j 
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